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Happy birthday to the following Merrifield students,  

from 13 June to 21 July: 

Frances Craddock, Diego Droste-Diez, Yiva Qayiya, Lazola Mnyila, 

Cassidy Du Preez, Emily Evers, Anton Molema, Simonique Rose, 

Lena Becker, Leon Kaffka Genaamd Dengler, Raoul Jahnel, Hannah 

Rosenstrauch, Pablo Battiss, Snamava Mahamba, Imani  

Ngcebetsha, Kamira Govender, Jiean Naidoo, Alison Wheatley, Zoe 

Thomas, Jakob Barden, Kristen Kaiser, Sihle Simelane, Nathan  

Bendle, Sophie Phillips, Sinovuyo Kobo, Adam Rudy, Noel Bendisch, 

Matthew Wood, Matthew Sparg, Michael Williams-Jones, Lithabe 

Shweni, Brendan Stockigt, Hlomla Henna, Saskia Giese, Reid  

Tebbutt, Lauren Petzer, Alexa Talbot, Athenkosi Tungata, Hannah 

Evers, Likho Kayula, Natalie Taylor, Camille Beau, Dayton Hartley, 

Caleb Xantho, Dane Flanegan, Luhle Nqabeni, William Bendle, 

Thomas Craddock, Emma Bezuidenhout, Imivuyo Mbewana, Lutho 

Ntobongwana, Buhle Ngweba, Inathi Nabo, Siphosethu Nkqayi and 

Ruqaiya Peer.  

Staff: Sue Zwicky, Nomaxhosa Duna, Eileen Miles, Chiara Ronchetti, 

Komani Nonzamo, Danielle Tennant, Di Prior, Jolandie Fielden, 

Nonkuthalo Ndamane, Julie Xantho, Finja Schomburg, Anne  

McLaren and Manuela Heuthaler.  

MERRIFIELD SPORT 

HOCKEY 

10 June: U10 girls hockey at Claren-

don festival. Merrifield vs George 

Randell A, lost 5-0; Merrifield vs 

Clarendon B, lost 10-0; Merrifield 

vs KHS A, lost 5-0.  

10 June: U13 girls hockey at Stirling 

festival. Merrifield vs Clarendon D, 

won 1-0; Merrifield vs Cambridge 

D, drew 0-0;  

Merrifield vs Stirling C, lost 2-1.  

19 June: U13 girls hockey vs Claren-

don, Merrifield won 2-1. 

23 June: Merrifield U13 A vs  

Hudson B, Merrifield won 3-0. 

SOCCER 

11 June: U11 soccer vs Kings Col-

lege B, Merrifield lost 7-2. 

11 June: U13 soccer vs Kings Col-

lege B, Merrifield lost 6-2. 

13 June: U11 soccer vs St Georges, 

Merrifield lost 2-1. 

CROSS COUNTRY 

Merrifield Prep Students took part in Interhouse cross country this week. 

The jury is still out as to whether Aquila or Orion came out tops. Well 

done to all who took part, running a fairly hilly, muddy course in fairly hot 

conditions.    
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Message from the Executive Head, Dr Guy Hartley 

This is the third issue of the Astra Alumni as we come to recognise our third matric class that has been out of 

school for ten years. This year we will be hosting the matric class of 2005 for their ten year reunion. The  

celebrations will take place on the weekend of 18/19 September. Founders’ Day is set for Friday 18 September 

with a Founders’ Day Assembly in the morning and the Alumni Reunion Dinner in the evening. We also extend an 

invitation to Alumni to participate in hockey social matches on Thursday evening, 17 September, as well as to 

attend the annual Music Picnic and Country Fair on Saturday, 19 September, at Merrifield.  

It has been an important development for Merrifield to make contact with our Alumni – a development which is 

testimony to the growing maturity of our school. We are certainly very proud of our past students, who are a real 

encouragement to our existing students with their achievements at tertiary level and successful career paths. All 

the matric classes celebrating their 10th year anniversary out of school, have shown great success at under-

graduate and postgraduate level. Former students have gained invaluable experience abroad and entered an  

array of professions. Our Alumni are indeed contributing to society locally and internationally by virtue of a wide 

range of advanced skills and technical abilities so sorely needed in our communities. 

Once more we look forward to the Founders’ Day Festivities of 2015 when we reconnect with founding parents 

and our emergent Alumni, and are reminded about the school’s special origins. Not only do we focus on the  

matric class of 2005 this year, but we also invite all our Alumni to join us on this memorable occasion in  

September. We anticipate a bumper and eventful weekend as we seek to deepen the important connections  

between existing and former staff, parents and students. Looking forward to seeing you there! 
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2015: January - June  
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ALUMNI NEWS  - CLASS OF 2005 

Tracy van der Linde (nee van Dordrecht) lives in East London and is married with a baby girl. After 

school she did a diploma in cosmetology, and is registered with the City and Guilds in London, New 

Zealand and Australia. She passed with distinction. Tracy is currently the Accounts/Admin Manager at 

the new Cycling shop 'Cycle Express' in Pearce Street. 

Matthew Glover lives and works in Bristol, UK. 

Roxanne Stottelaar (nee Houzet) lives in Port Elizabeth where she is the owner manager of a bed and 

breakfast called Retreat on Main. She is also mother to twin girls, aged 6, and a little girl who will be 

two in August.   

Jenna Sokolich studied Business Management and Psychology after school, completing her Honours 

in Psychology in South Africa. She emigrated to Australia where she now works in recruitment. She is 

hoping to complete her Masters in Psychology in Australia.  

John Belgrove lives in Gonubie, East London, and his wife, Kerry, practises as a speech and language 

therapist at Merrifield. John completed a BCom (law) before going on to achieve Honours in Econom-

ics and finally attaining an MBA (Cum Laude), all from Stellenbosch University. He currently works in 

property development. 

Robert-James Green obtained a diploma in Information Systems - Internet Development at CTI after 

school, and is currently working with Herbalife promoting health and wellness. 

Kyle Arumugam is self-employed, working at Vodacom franchises in East London. He studied Retail 

Management after school, and is married.  Kyle and his wife welcomed into their lives a little girl  

recently, born in April.   
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Alumni news, Class of 2005, continued... 

 

Bryden Keeley is a Chartered Accountant, having graduated from Rhodes University in  

Grahamstown. Bryden is currently working in Cape Town as a financial manager. 

Janice Geyer studied health and skin care at Total Concept in Port Elizabeth, and for the last seven 

years has been working on cruise ships. She has travelled all over the Caribbean as well as the  

Mediterranean, and is currently based in America, employed by Steiner Transocean as an on board 

beauty therapist. 

Dimitri van Wellen is currently living in Abu Dhabi in the United Arab Emirates. After school he  

studied accounting at Rhodes University, obtaining his B Com in Accounting, and subsequently  

qualifying as a Chartered Accountant (SA). Dimitri currently works as a Finance Manager at Etihad 

Airways.  

Reshnu Naidoo studied at Rhodes in Grahamstown where he obtained a BComm. He works as a 

manager at Ramas, and is based in East London. 

Stacey-Lee Kriel lives in East London. She completed a cookery course and has owned a coffee shop, 

and is now staying at home with her baby boy.  

Gabrielle Kidwell (nee West) studied cosmetology after school, and is now living in Cape Town with 

her husband and baby boy, Levi. 

Alix-Rose Cowie studied advertising after school and is doing extremely well in her industry. She is 

based in Cape Town.  

Other Alumni news 

Jade Buitendag, Class of 2013, has 

been awarded South African Colours 

for Golf. In March this year he was 

ranked fourth in the men’s open 

amateur category, a great  

achievement.  

Charles Sana Scheffers, Class of 

2011, graduated from Manchester 

United Soccer School and is  

currently a sought after  

international model and actor.   

* This is by no means a comprehensive list of achievements from our Alumni. Please send us information 

on what you are doing and what you have achieved to info@mpsc.co.za, or call 043-748-6094. We would 

love to hear from you, and look forward to catching up at the Founders’ Day celebrations.  

mailto:info@mpsc.co.za

