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  Merrifield’s Very Own Bi-Weekly Newspaper                                                                                                        23 October 2015 

The Matric Class of 2015 were wished the best of luck in their future paths at the College Valedictory held last 
week. For more pictures and a report, see page 3 

Message from the Executive Head, Dr Guy Hartley 

Welcome back, everyone, to the final term of the year! It has been a quick start to the short, fourth term 

with the prep awards assembly, college prizegiving and valedictory already having taken place. Our  

matrics were given quite an emotional send off last Friday in a moving Valedictory ceremony and we wish 

them well as they embark on their final IEB exams. 

The College Prizegiving reminded me of the strengthening of the College as a unit as our students flex 

their muscle and engage in an array of educational, cultural and sporting activities at a high level. We can 

certainly be proud of our students’ many achievements. With exams and assessments just two weeks 

away, students need to make the most of the shorter co-curricular program, as well as make sure they 

are revising materials within a structured exam preparation programme.  

All the best for a strong finish to an excellent year.  

GO BOKS! Merrifield showed their support for the Springboks currently playing in the World Cup in England, with the Prep 

school dressing up in green and gold.  
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Valedictory at Merrifield is unique. It is wonderful to see the Matrics able to celebrate in the presence of our 

youngest students. It’s a time for them to reflect with gratitude on all they have experienced and to inspire their 

younger brothers and sisters who still have about a decade of schooling to go!  

Dr Guy Hartley recalled fondly the forming of the class from those who had been here since Grade R to Siya 

Gqokoma joining just this year. Joshua Bossé’s mom and Grade 3 teacher, Mrs Di Bossé, empowered and en-

couraged the class with a moving motivational message, after which the outgoing SRC Heads, Bailey Weiss and 

Shan Hempel, paid tribute to their classmates in a light-hearted future scenario.  

The matrics expressed their appreciation to their teachers – past and present – in heartfelt responses that once 

again echoed the strong ties between staff and students in our school. 

Between the addresses, the Grade 2s and 3s shone in songs with specially prepared lyrics for every Grade 12 and 

the College Vocal Group gave an extremely polished performance of “Believe”. Our New SRC, with only hours to 

ready themselves, hosted the event with impressive competence. 

Red roses and gifts of special photo memory books were presented with hugs by the Grade 1s or siblings and the 

assembly ended in prayer and a traditional blessing. The Grade 12s walked, many tearfully, through a guard of 

honour which led to a magnificent tea and gorgeous cake.  

Many thanks to the Foundation Phase team and Music Department for the musical items, Mrs Tracey Mangold 

for the brilliant presentations and preparations, Mrs Taralyn Mclean for the beautiful gifts, Mrs Sally Van der 

Walt for all her logistic support, Mrs Gill Howard for the beautiful flower arrangements and Mr Keith Armstrong 

and Mr Gary Nel’s staff for their hands-on support. – Mrs Emilie Rautenbach 

College Valedictory 2015 
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The Merrifield College prizegiving is 

an opportunity to acknowledge  

students who have excelled, and 

encourage others to follow in their 

footsteps.  

Guest speaker James Thompson, an 

Olympic gold medallist in the sport 

of rowing, inspired the students, 

staff and guests to reach for the 

highest heights possible in their 

chosen path.  

In addition to awards recognising 

academic, sporting and cultural ex-

cellence, the SRC co-chairs for 2016 were named. They are Lauren Deutschmann and Lusiba Moko. 

Grade 12 Awards 

Michaela Putter: Award for Academic Diligence and Progress 

Niklas Thurn: Book Prize for Top Achiever in German  

Qhamani Matunda: Book Prize for Top Achiever in Computer Applications Technology 

Mark Roach: Book Prize for Top Achiever in Visual Arts 

Bailey Weiss: 100% Attendance Certificate: Grade 1-12; Book Prize for Top Achiever in Life Sciences 

Anelisa Songca: Book Prize for Top Achiever in isiXhosa  

Jonathan Tyzack: Book Prize for Top Achiever in Mathematics 

Jiean Naidoo: Book Prize for Top Achiever in Geography; Book Prize for Top Achiever in Physical Sciences; Third 

in Grade 12 

Ndondela Moko: Book Prize for Top Achiever in History; Book Prize for Top Achiever in Mathematical Literacy; 

Academic Merit Award; Second in Grade 12 

Shan Hempel: Book Prize for Top Achiever in Afrikaans; Book Prize for Top Achiever in Accounting; Book Prize 

for Top Achiever in English; Book Prize for Top Achiever in Life Orientation; Academic Merit Award; Book Prize: 

First in Grade 12 

Special Awards 

Hawkes trophy for the winning house: Orion 

The President’s Award, Gold standard: Ndondela Moko and Jiean Naidoo 

Gower Trophy for Outstanding Contribution to Music at Merrifield: Jonathan Tyzack 

The Lazola Nyamakazi Trophy for the best Drama student of the year: Anelisa Songca 

Tony and Ursula Law Science Shield: Kiam Venter 

Nikita Robb Trophy for College Sportswoman of the Year: Angela Waterson 

Pollock Trophy for College Sportsman of the Year: Dayton Hartley and Matthew Simms 

The Eric and Mary Merrifield Centenary Trophy Award for Good Citizenship: Ndondela Moko 

Cecilia Smulovitz Trophy for Steadfastness and Determination: Grant Bezuidenhout and Mark Roach 

Medal for Dux Scholar: Shan Hempel 

Student Council Plate and Medal for Fellowship: Anelisa Songca and Matthew Tasker 

Jacqui Russell Astra Petentes Trophy for “True Merrifield Spirit”: Ndondela Moko 

College Prizegiving  
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Students of the Week 
Week ending 23 October:  

Grade 1: Sarah Dhoda for good progress in all her work and for being such a helpful little girl.  

Grade 2: Neo Jordaan for his conscientiousness shown in all he does and his commitment and dedication to his 

school work.  

Grade 3: Lumikuthi Tomeli for her kind, caring ways and diligence shown in all she does.  

Grade 4: Buhle Daniel for an impressive result in the maths class assessment. Mvelo Sibam, Oliver Coltman and 

Damian Naidoo for achieving 100% for a maths test on fractions.  

Grade 5: Cyriak Koenig for hard work and determination. Khanya Mabandla for her caring attitude towards the 

children at King’s Children’s Home.  

Grade 6: Michael Tasker for a keen willingness to learn and understand. Danielle Bolarinwa for an excellent 

maths test result.  

Grade 7: Jonathan Corbett for an improved work ethic in maths class. Jan Mindermann for overall improved 

work ethic and a positive attitude in class.  

Congratulations to Merrifield Matric students Ndondela Moko and 
Jiean Naidoo who will both leave Merrifield with Gold President’s 
Awards. This is an outstanding achievement. 

Successive Merrifield students have been engaged in the pursuit of 
President’s Awards since 2007. The programme, adopted in South  
Africa 30 years ago and relaunched in 1994 as “The President’s Award 
for Youth Empowerment” is a non-competitive programme, with three 
levels: bronze, silver and gold. The awards reward the holistic  
development of students through community involvement, taking part 
in physical activities and service.  

This year, Lauren Deutschmann achieves Silver, and Sive Selanto, 
Matthew Tasker, Thomas Craddock, Kirstin Petzer, Lusiba Moko,  
Deniran Naidoo, Tristan Jackelman, Mohammed Moola, Frances 
Craddock and Shan Hempel all achieve Bronze President’s Awards. 

The nature of the awards is progressive, meaning that those students 
still in school next year can continue striving to achieve Gold.  

The President’s Awards are truly a worthwhile goal for any Merrifield 
student.—Taralyn Mclean 

Prep Academic Awards 

The following children in Grade 4 to 7 have received an Academic Badge for each term in 2015.  

This means that in Grade 4 they have achieved an average of 85% and above. For Grades 5, 6 and 7 they 

achieved an average of 80% and above. 

They each receive their Gold Astra Petentes Star Award for 2015. 

Grade 4: Sarah Van Der Walt 

Grade 5: Christien Bamberger, Jacques Cilliers, Cyriak Koenig, Devina Pillay, Emily-Faye Xantho, Megan  

Waechter, Nishreya Naidoo, Leon Kaffka, Karl Walker, Priven Govender and Srishti Koppal 

Grade 6: Keelan Hartley, Lia-Marie Strack, Amy Styles, Madison-Schae Summers, Fathima Moola and  

Anke De Ridder 

Grade 7: Catherine Williams-Jones 

Jiean and Ndondela achieve top TPA honours 
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Grade 7 to 10 students enjoyed a phenomenal talk by a very passionate protector of 
our natural world, Tim Swartz from the Tactical Task Force in PE. Tim is heavily  
involved in anti Abalone poaching. He had the students hanging on his every word 
and created a huge awareness around these issues.  

In Life Orientation, the 
Grade 8s had a hands on 
lesson on the  
connections we make 
and the support systems 
we create that are so 
important.  

Work on the new College Science and Geography  

facility is continuing apace, scheduled for completion by 

the beginning of next year.  
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DANCE 
Merrifield Matric student Chace Collett recently won the Dancestar competition, named as best female talent 
and in the process winning an all-expenses paid trip to Croatia for the European dance Masters competition next 
year. She was placed first in all her solos and duos with dance partner Ashley Behrends.  

Chace and fellow Merrifield student Jemima Kruger also won their duo. Chace also placed second and third in all 
other group and duo entries that she entered with other partners (which were competing in the same categories 
as her and Ashley's duos) meaning that she was taking all the top three places in most categories! She was  
involved in 23 dances. 

This past weekend, Chace attended the American Dance Award in Pretoria, and won ultimate Gold medals for 
her four solos entered and ultimate gold medals for her five duos entered with Ashley as well as a special award. 
Congratulations!  

CRICKET 

13 October: The U15 Merrifield Cricket team beat Stirling U15 B by 6 wickets. Player of the Match was Alex 
Schewitz. 
20 October: U9 vs Grens at Merrifield. Grens won by 61 runs.  
22 October: U11 vs St Anne’s at Merrifield. Merrifield won by 6 wickets.  

CLAY TARGET SHOOTING 
Christian Hempel competed in the Eastern Cape Province Clay Target Shooting Competition at Port Elizabeth Gun 
Club on the weekend of 19 and 20 September.  On the Saturday he won gold in the 5 Stand Junior Category. On 
Sunday he won silver in the English Sporting Junior Category. 

SWIMMING 
20 October: B-League gala at Hudson. U8-U13 
boys and girls.  

HORSE RIDING  

The Merrifield horse and pony riders did their 
school proud at this year’s Inter-schools  
Equestrian competition.   

The competition took place on 17 October in 
very windy conditions.  Families brought their 
freshly washed and trimmed ponies on the  
Friday as it would be an early morning to get 
ready for the big day.  An early start had 
moms, instructors, riders and teachers  
brushing and plaiting for the Turnout class 
where horse and rider have to be groomed to perfection.   

Events that followed were Dressage, Jumping and Handy Hunter.  Our girls worked as a team competing  
together, helping each other and encouraging one another.  Our Preparatory team, consisting of Demi Nel,  
Nicara Diedericks, Chloe Pagel, Simonique Rose, Kristen Kaiser and Jessica Beck, came third overall.   

Our College team really persevered and did us proud to come in fifth.  This team consisted of Mishka Martin,  
Angela Waterson, Maisha-Marie Koenig and Emma Heidkross.  A very big thank you to all who helped, competed 
and supported on the day.  We look forward to more of our up-and-coming riders competing in future events.  – 
Mrs Tammy Hofart 

NETBALL 
Merrifield staff took on Merrifield students on the court at the end of last term. Staff emerged victorious,  
clocking up a solid score of 25-5.  



7 



8 

Happy birthday to the following Merrifield students and staff, from 

13 to 23 October: 

Students: Cora Tarr, Milani Dyanti, Somila Dyantyi, Srishti Koppal, 

Keryn Marais, Alexa Molema, Zoe Puttergill, Hlelo Gcanga, James 

Harris, Reilly Mare, Julia Seidel, Kieran Pillay, Onesimo Fodo, Caden 

Hanger, Zainab Kahloon, Alexander Schewitz and Emma Theart. 

Staff: Kim Harris, Gina Lustgarten and Sally Van Der Walt 

RIP 

On a sad note, Vuyisile 

(Rudolph) Solani passed 

away this month.  

For the short period of 

time he worked here at  

Merrifield, he  

contributed well to the 

ground staff team and 

will be missed.  

May his dear soul rest 

in peace.  


