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  Merrifield’s Very Own Bi-Weekly Newspaper                                                                                                        22 January 2016 

From the Executive Head, Dr Guy Hartley 

A very warm welcome to all our students, staff and parents to an exciting 2016 at Merrifield! The 

school is building momentum being on the verge of is twentieth celebrations in 2017.  

For the first time we will reach 600 students in the entire school this year; the prep is on the brink of 

300 students and the college has reached the 200 mark. Merrifield is certainly expanding, not only in 

numbers, but also in terms of its rich and diverse academic and co-curricular offering as the school 

continues to entrench its educational reputation. 

A number of whole school initiatives are beginning to be realised after years of preparatory work, 

ranging from the pilot iPad ‘1 to 1’ rollout to grades 5, 7, 9 and 10, to the final planning for the sports  

campus development with construction commencing towards the end of 2016.  

The school has certainly come a long way in a short space of time. There is no doubt in my mind that 

Merrifield is well on its way to not just being a good school – but a truly great one! All the best for 

2016! 

SPLASH! Swimmers and spectators converged on the Debbie Lacey 

Pool Complex on Friday, 22 January, for the Prep School gala.   
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2016 new students and Grade 8 orientation 
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The Merrifield Prep School and College campus came alive on Wednesday 13 January as staff and students arrived 

to start the school year. The Grade 1s in particular were an excited bunch, ready to learn at “big” school. All the 

best for another enriching school year, full of learning and fun.  

Grade 1s start “Big School” 

College welcomes new staff 
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The prep school are pleased to announce their house captains for 2016. From left to right: Orion captains James 

Ford and Anke de Ridder, and vice captains Reilly Mare and Tia Mostert. Aquila vice captains are Jemima Kruger 

and Corbyn Keen, and captains are Lhea Johnston and Keelan Hartley.  

SPORTS RESULTS 

BIATHLE 

Congratulations to Anke de  

Ridder, Thomas Braun, Azu 

Mbandazayo and Fathima Moola 

who participated in the first  

Biathle of the year. Anke did  

exceptionally well, coming in 

second in her U13 age group. 

SURFING 

A number of our surfers partici-

pated in the summer series over 

the weekend. Lhea Johnston, 

Marley Johnston, Reilly Mare, 

Josh Talbot, Malachi Wolmarans 

and Adriel Wolmarans. Congrat-

ulations to them all, especially 

Josh who made it through to the 

semi-finals in U9, even though he 

is only 7, and to Lhea Johnston 

for winning the U13 girls age 

group. We are proud of you all.  

I am Nomthandazo Kasibe, also known as Thandi, a 2014 matriculant 
from Merrifield. I am currently doing my second year in Bachelor of 
Accounting Sciences at Wits University. 
I came to Merrifield in Grade 10 through a scholarship and, being 
used to getting high marks from my previous school, I found myself 
being humbled and learning the IEB-kind-of-thinking. This skill paid 
off very well in varsity as I didn't see the huge difference between it 
and high school. 
I've also kept the four pillars (which I obtained through doing the 
President's award) to heart and these are sport, community service, 
cultural activities and leadership.I thank God for having given me the 
opportunity to meet the wonderful people from Merrifield and I 
strongly feel that had I not gotten the opportunity to finish off my 
high school at Merrifield, varsity would be a different story. 
* Editor’s note: Thandi achieved five distinctions in her first year  
results, an amazing achievement. We are very proud of her.  

Alumni Update  

Thandi Kasibe 

Class of 2014 
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Grade 8 and SRC Camp to Elizweni 



6 

Happy Birthday to the following Merrifield staff and students, from 1 January to 22 January:  

Students: Sive Selanto, Luke Hamman, Ethan Springfield, Berengar 

Bleibinger, Gerhard Kotze, Ava Pretorius, Ambesa Jacob,  

Alex du Preez, Mdanda Pasiya, Athi Madini, Bathenkosi Mbethe,  

Hannah Muckle, Amile Mxenge, Angus Campbell, Courtney  

Darlington, Qhama-Wande Mvulana, Sofia Olivier, Sarah Dhoda, 

Kwanda Sinyanya, Ysabella Gerrand, Amahle Ndzimela, Helena 

Barden, Grace Rance, Inathinkosi Mtyobele, Ukhona Tungata, 

Matthew Amm, Hannes Barden, Adam Brown, Phillip Stefani,  

Priven Govender and Jemima Kruger.  

Staff: Sandiswa Xolimbila, Ronwyn Pearce, Jenny Cooper,  

Geraldine Hawkes, Bridget Fielding, Timo Lehmann and Werner Venter.  

Keyboard / Piano lessons 

Have you always wanted to learn 

to play a musical instrument? 

Here’s your chance! 

We offer private music tuition on 

the Merrifield premises during the 

afternoons and currently have 

some spaces available. Contact 

Nicole Coetzer (0824369126) for 

more information. 


