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  Merrifield’s Very Own Bi-Weekly Newspaper                                                                                                        18  March 2016 

From the Executive Head, Dr Guy Hartley 

The end of term is upon us and holidays beckon. It has been an-

other fine and activity-filled term in the life of Merrifield. Each 

quarter the school develops in  maturity and in its offering, and is 

truly coming into its own. We are blessed to have quality and  

caring staff, involved and committed parents, and, most  

importantly, lively, active, engaged and rounded students, who 

grow in confidence and ability day-by-day.  

Thank you to the entire Merrifield community for making this 

term a memorable one. There are some exciting capital develop-

ments ahead of us as a young school as the sports precinct pro-

ject gathers momentum. The school is certainly alive with possi-

bilities. All the best for a well-earned holiday; travel safely and we 

look forward to the new term with much anticipation.  

BONNET BEAUTIES: The foundation phase donned their Easter bonnets yesterday. We wish our families a blessed 

Easter over the school holidays.  

Please Note! 

School is closed for holidays 

from Friday, 10am, 18 March, 

and will re-open on Tuesday, 

5 April.  
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SRC Summer Social 2016 

Photographs: MATTHEW BOON 

Beach balls and balloons abounded at the SRC’s “Summer ’16 Social”.  

The evening was filled with music, laughter, camera poses and a friendly auction. It was wonderful to 

see the interaction between students from different grades and we enjoyed hosting guests from  

different schools.  

Thank you to our teacher chaperones for keeping us company, Mr Boon and Emma Sandison for the 

beautiful photographs, the Schewitz family for providing an amazing photo booth, Mrs Bronwyn Brown 

for the draping, and Mrs Moolman for running the tuckshop.  – SRC 2016 
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Another Magical Merrifield Mile  
 
The 2016 Merrifield Mile was yet again a resounding success.  
Fantastic summer weather, an enthusiastic field of swimmers and a 
great crowd of spectators lining the banks of the picturesque  
Wriggleswade Dam all contributed to a wonderful day out for all.  
This is the 14th edition of the Merrifield Mile and a number of  
sponsors came on board in support of the host school, including feature sponsor Nedbank.  
The three events – the Spur Fun Wriggle, the 500m Dash and the flagship 1.6km Mile – were well  
supported by around 800 swimmers in total, all of whom received a swimming cap, goody bag and the 
coveted Merrifield Mile T-shirt.  
“This year’s Merrifield Mile was among the best we have ever had. The crowds really came along to 
support, the swimmers gave it their all in the water, and even the weather played its part, providing us 
with sunshine, a breeze to cool things down and beautiful, calm waters on Wriggleswade dam,” event 
organiser and Merrifield Prep School and College marketing manager Tracey Mangold said. 
“Thank you to everyone, from the sponsors to the staff and students of the host school, for making this 
year’s Mile an event to remember.” 

Photographs: MATTHEW BOON 
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Eco Fashion Show and Matric Make-over  

Special thanks to our fantastic sponsors:  

 Lizzies Hair Nahoon; Karen’s Dresses; Flaming Angels; Nerina Leroux and  

By Mrs Camilla Du Preez 

On Wednesday evening, the 9th March 2016, Merrifield College held their annual Eco-Fashion show and Matric 

make-over. The event, which is fast becoming one of Merrifield’s best loved events, as well as being our school’s 

major Eco event was a great success. The event incorporates Eco couture/ Eco friendly fashioned outfits  

designed and created by the Grade 10 Art students and the matric makeover. The event also showcases Eco 

lights created by the Grade 8 and 9 students. The second half of the show comprises the Matric make-over, 

where our matrics were transformed into elegant and dashing celebrities. The boys rocked the runway wearing 

suits from Fitted Look, Bestman Suits and Kingon’s suits. The stunning girls were dressed by House of Deonalea, 

Flaming Angels and Karen’s dresses. These absolutely breathtaking dresses showcase the beautiful dresses  

available from these leading East London boutiques. The hair and make-up was done by Headz hair co, Billy-Jean 

from ELMI Invogue Hair academy and Lizzies Hair salon in Nahoon. The incredible make-up was done by the 

Beauty Academy in Berea. Many thanks to these fantastic sponsors, please contact these businesses for all your 

matric dance and formal event needs.  

Many thanks to our professional judges: Nerina Le Roux, Liesl da Silva, Lize Schenk and Meghan Maconochie. 

They had the difficult task of deciding on the Best Eco Outfits as well as the Grade 8 and 9 Eco lights. Congratula-

tions to all our participants and a particular congratulation to the winners. Best Eco outfit was created and de-

signed by Hannah Toogood and David Goldsmid, runner up Ashleigh Dreyer and in 3rd place Dana du Preez. In the 

Eco light section: 1st Grade 8: Jonathan Corbett, 2nd Jess Cradock, Annie Springfield and Sarah Nel and 3rd place 

Hannah Petzer. 1st  Grade 9: Matthew Stone, 2nd place Malta Neumann and 3rd place, Karli de Ridder, Paige Wardle 

and Jade Underwood. 

Thank you to our Grade 11s for all their hard work and a beautiful event. The event was an excellent evening of 
green fashion and creativity. We look forward to seeing even more bright, green Eco entries in 2017!  
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26 February 

Emerson Nel (3P): For trying so hard in class and being a good friend.  

Gugu Mxenge (2L): For his impeccable manners and always giving his very best. 

Mariska Govender (1H): For always trying hard and completing her work in time.  

5 March 

Aurelie Jahnel (3B): A hardworking, kind, caring friend with great manners.  

Cora Tarr (1TH): For always giving of her best and being such a great friend.  

Linga Mboniswa (2R): For her responsible and diligent approach to her school work and her friendliness 

and care shown to others.  

Students and staff have been making good use of the new state-of-the-art science facilities. The Grade 10 Life 
Sciences students (left) have been doing microscope work with water taken from the Merrifield dam and foods 
brought from home, like carrots and plums, to investigate the cellular structure and to calculate the size of the 
cells. They took photos of their slides with their ipads and projected them onto the smart board. The matric 
class are pictured here, centre and right, hard at work. Thank you to Mrs Hart and Mrs Schwartz for the  
photographs.  

Learning and fun in the new Science Labs 

Congratulations to the team 
of 6 Merrifield students who 
were the winners of the 
Foundation Phase SACEE 
Spelling Bee. They are 
Qhawe Mbetshu, Keegan 
Mclaren, Keaton Ott, Neo 
Jordaan, JJ Marafane and 
Aerin Du Preez.  
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TENNIS 
4 March: U10 boys vs Selborne. Merrifield lost 6-0 but the boys played well and there were some close singles.  

27-28 Feb: Grade 9 student Dylan Smith won the men’s section of the Eastern Province Tennis Tournament in 
Port Elizabeth, beating the number one seed Janre Viljoen 6-3, 6-2 in the final.  
3-4 March: Selborne/Clarendon Mixed Doubles Tournament @ Selborne Park: 1st - Selborne/Clarendon A; 2nd – 
Grey/Collegiate; 3rd – Merrifield/Clarendon B; 4th - Pearson 5th – St Andrew/DSG; and 6th – Kingswood. Merri-
field’s Dylan Smith was awarded best number 1 boy of the  
tournament (Undefeated) and matric student Blake Flanegan was awarded best number 3 boy of the  
tournament (Undefeated). 
Forthcoming: Devina Pillay and Keelan Hartley from Merrifield Prep School and Blake Flanegan, Jadon 
Moerdyk  and Samuel Townes of Merrifield College have all been selected to participate in the Border Tennis 
Interprovincial tournament over the holidays. 

WATERPOLO 

5 March: U15A Waterpolo Festival @ Kingswood. Merrifield lost 4-8 vs Woodridge u15A; lost 0-11 vs St Andrews 
U15A; lost 2-11 vs Oakhill U15A; drew 5-5 vs Wyvern U15A; won 5-4 vs Pearson U15B. 

LIFESAVING 

5-6 March: Megan Waechter, Grade 6, performed exceptionally well at the recent Eastern Cape Champs held at 
Orient Beach over the weekend. She was named the top U12 competitor, winning 5 gold medals and a bronze 
medal. She won gold in run-swim-run; surf swim; bodyboard; Malibu board and Taplin relay. She won bronze for 
long beach run. She will take part in the Nationals in Durban over the upcoming school holidays.  

SWIMMING  

28 Feb: Congratulations to all Merrifield swimmers who participated in the different events at the Merrifield 
Mile. A special well done to the top three boys and girls in the prep: Megan Waechter, James Ford, Keelan  
Hartley, Fathima Moola, Lhea Johnston and Corbyn Keen. The top 10 college swimmers were Josh Emslie, Luke 
Hanner, Dayton Hartley, Jordan Ramoo, Georgia Craddock, Jessica Craddock, Devon Fielden, Fathima Moola, 
Frances Craddock and Kealoha Loots.  
7 March: Country districts gala – Amathole came 2nd. Keelan Hartley – 3rd in breaststroke; Blake Brown – 3rd  
freestyle; Georgie Waechter – 2nd breaststroke; Grace Rance - 2nd backstroke; Sebastian Harris 3rd breaststroke; 
Julia Beck 1st in breaststroke; Megan Waechter – 1st backstroke, 2nd freestyle, 3rd breaststroke; Andrew Barnard 
1st freestyle, 1st butterfly, 2nd breaststroke, Oliver Coltman 2nd backstroke; Thomas Braun 3rd breaststroke and 
James Ford 1st Individual Medley, 2nd backstroke.  

Forthcoming: Grade 9 student Jordan Ramoo has qualified and will be participating in the Level 2 Regional 
Championships at the UWC Swimming Pool in Cape Town over the school holidays. We wish him well as he takes 
part in this prestigious gala.  

SURFING 

4-6 March: Danica Stockigt, Grade 11, surfed in the interprovincial tournament over the weekend.  

SQUASH 

12-13 March: Congratulations to Mtha Mbonswa, Alexis Beau, Daniel van Rensburg, Rachel Webb, Mangena 
Mayekiso and Pablo Battiss for their good squash at the Border trials over the weekend.  

Forthcoming: Good luck to Grade 9 student Peter Townes who will be playing in the SA Closed tournament in 
Johannesburg soon.   
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CRICKET 

25 Feb: U11 Merrifield vs Stirling, Merrifield won.  

3 March: U13 Merrifield vs Beaconhurst. Merrifield scored 87/6 (15 overs); Beaconhurst - 88/4 (10.2 overs).  

Merrifield lost by 6 wickets. Man of the match: Pablo Batiss - 31* runs. 

4 March: Merrifield hosted the KFC cricket Tournament . In the games between U9 Merrifield and Buffalo Flats, 

Merrifield won both games by 13 runs and 5 runs respectively.  

UNDERWATER HOCKEY 

10 March: Brothers Joel Hanner (Grade 10) and Luke Hanner (Grade 9)  competed in the underwater hockey and 

fin swimming nationals in Johannesburg. Results will be announced at a later stage. The pair represents Gauteng 

North as Border do not have a team in the U19A league and they are both trialling for the SA side.  

Congratulations and best wishes.  

CYCLING 

Well done to Lauren Petzer, Grade 10, who cycled the Cape Town Cycle Tour.  

HOCKEY 

5 March: 1st Team Boys Pre-season Festival @ Cambridge High Astro. Merrifield won 2-1 vs Dale 1st; drew 1-1 vs 

Stirling 1st; lost 1-0 vs Queens 1st.  

5 March: U15A Boys Pre-season Festival @ Selborne College Astro. Merrifield lost 0-3 vs Queens U15A; lost 1-2 

vs Hudson U15A; and lost 0-1 vs Cambridge U15A. 

12-13 March: The Boys First Team took part in the Tony Godding Interschools Boys First Teams Hockey  

Tournament. Merrifield vs Cambridge, lost 5-3; vs Stirling – lost 3-1; vs Dale lost 5-0; and vs Selborne lost 5-0. The 

boys played with great spirit and tenacity as the first Merrifield team ever to play in the first team open league. 

They are learning some useful lessons quickly and being competitive despite the score lines. We look  

forward to a great season ahead.  

14 March: U13 A hockey girls vs Pelham (Pietermaritzburg). Merrifield lost 12-0.  

GOLF 

Forthcoming: Grade 9 student Benjamin Brent will represent Border in an inter-provincial golf tournament at 

Fish River Sun over the school holidays.  

DANCE 

Forthcoming: Denielle Wittrowski, Grade 10, will represent the Eastern Cape at the SA Champs to be held over 

the school holidays in Rustenburg.  

BADMINTON 

11 March: Congratulations to Grade 10 student Jeffin Thomas who participated in the South African Under 17 

Open Badminton Tournament in Pretoria. He reached the quarter finals in singles, and in the doubles category 

reached the finals. Together with doubles partner, Nicos Efstratiou, Jeffin came second in that match, meaning 

the pair are currently the second best U17 doubles team in the country. Well done!  

HORSERIDING 

4-5 March: Grade 5 student Chloe Pagel and her pony, Dimmock Creme Caramel, entered the Border Equestrian 

Club's Autumn Show last weekend, and did very well.  These are their results: Dressage - 1st place in Pony Rider 

novice test 3, achieving 65%, and 1st place for Pony Rider novice test 4, achieving 65% there too. Showing -

 she was placed 1st in best trotting pony, best gaited pony and best child rider; 2nd place in show pony and 

working riding; and 3rd place in show riding pony. Show jumping -  2nd place in the 0.50m Kings Gambit  

Championship. Well done, Chloe, and your beautiful Dimmock Crème Caramel!  
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Happy birthday to the following Merrifield staff and students, from 27 February to 18 March: 

Students: Nick Bamberger, Regan Minty, Zazi Bikitsha, Georgia Goosen, Joshua Emslie, Ethan  

Epstein-Kay, Rachel Mangold, Christian Hempel, Xylie Tarr, Luke Hanner, Devina Pillay, Kirsten Gibson, 

Jakob Gundermann, Esona Ngxola, Joshua Talbot, Samiha Dhoda, Andrew Rautenbach, David  

Goldsmid, Owenkosi Mngewu, Amy Styles, Danielle Fredericks, Unam Tebe, Jocelyn Ward, Caitlyn  

Kaiser, Noluvo Mafunda, Qhawelwethu Mbetshu, Keegan McLaren, Muhammad Peer, Ammaarah  

Cassim, Mahle Ntsebeza, Hugo Williams-Jones, Bukho Madini, Sebastian Van der Merwe, Janna  

Bamberger and Malachi Wolmarans. 

Staff: Sizwe Maxazi, Caroline Vanayedwa, Victoria Qobongoshe, Babalwa Mantla, Chay Bachar,  

Rebecca Wheatley, Daphne Strydom, Guy Hartley and Kathryn Jonas. 


