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FRIENDLY COMPETITION: The College students enjoyed a bit of rivalry at this year’s Interclass Sports Day on 

Thursday on the Northern Campus.  

From the Executive Head, Dr Guy Hartley 

The second term comes to a close and holidays beckon. It has been a very full and fast-paced term with  

Merrifield students actively engaged in a range of academic, sporting and cultural activities. Merrifield is making 

significant strides and the bar continues to be raised in a host of curricular and extra-curricular performances. 

The school recognises the need to sustain this encouraging progress through the establishment of additional 

enriching facilities. At the recent AGM, it was indicated by the Board of Governors that the school will soon be 

embarking on major capital expenditure to develop its infrastructure further. In particular, Merrifield is on the 

threshold of expanding the northern sports precinct with a major earthworks project due to commence towards 

the end of the year. It is quite clear, as evidenced this term again, that the evolving progress of our sport in the 

prep and college warrants the envisaged capital expenditure on sports facilities at Merrifield. We look forward 

to an exciting building programme ahead of us.  

Thank you to the entire Merrifield community for a most enjoyable and successful second term. A spirit of  

academic rigour, community engagement, individual progress, personal creativity, mutual trust and care  

continues to be the hallmark of Merrifield. May you all have a restful and rejuvenating winter vacation.  
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Grade 3 students visit Mpongo Park 
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EnviroClub Camp - Katberg 2016 
By Mrs Pauline Wetmore 

Merrifield Enviroclub had a wonderful 

3-day stay at Katberg thanks to the 

hospitality of Russell Osner. 

We travelled via Cathcart around the 

back of the Hogsback mountains, a 

most scenic route.  After settling in to 

our chalet with magnificent views of 

the Katberg, we headed out to the 

Club house to collect lots of golf balls 

and the golf carts.  Driving a golfcart 

was on Erin-Rose and Saskia’s bucket 

list, and they managed to get lost on the golf course on one!  We had a competition to see who could drive 

across the dam onto the fairway.  It was hugely entertaining to watch the enormous effort that went into 

the drives, but most missed the ball entirely or landed in the dam!  The evening closed with a braai and we 

then played a version of Hunt-the-Thimble and The Drawing Game.   

Saturday saw us down at the stables and every one had an hour’s ride on the ponies. After lunch we drove 

up the Katberg pass.  It was very interesting to know that this pass was built by Andrew Bain, who also built 

Bainskloof Pass.  It was finished by his brother in law, Adam de Smidt, in 1854.  The road has gradually fallen 

into a poor state and is now only suitable for 4x4 vehicles.  We had the most beautiful views back down into 

the valley as we ascended more than 700m.  On the other side of the mountainous crags were grassy valleys 

and we climbed down the side of a hill, crossed a little mountain stream and found some Bushman paintings 

of oxen and hunters on the underside of a rocky overhang.  We could imagine the Bushman hunters  

sheltering in the cave and planning their hunt on Settlers cattle in the next hours!  We travelled further and 

came across the wild horses in their shaggy winter coats looking very healthy considering their exposed pas-

tures. 

The girls were excited to see the everlasting flowers and were quite surprised to learn that if picked, they 

would keep their colour for years without water. 

On the way back down, we stopped at a bridge that Bains had constructed from yellow wood timber and 

that still stands strong today, although the wood looks very old and lichen covered.  We had sailed across it 

on the way up, but now knowing it is built entirely of timber hundreds of years old, I viewed it doubtfully.  

Trucks using the pass view it the same way and go around it! 

That evening we all went over to the restaurant at the club house, the original farmhouse which has been 

converted into a pub and dining room.  Mrs Wetmore recalled staying in the old farmhouse in the 1960’s as 

a little girl, her family being guests of the owners at the time, the Livingstone-Diggins. 

On our last day our group chose to spend their last hours fishing in the dam.  Justin was the only person to 

catch fish, which were then released back into the dam.  However, it was pleasant to sit in the sun sur-

rounded by the amphitheatre of the Katberg and drink in the beauty of the surroundings.   

We were sad to leave such a magnificent spot and hope to be able to visit again sometime in the future, 

maybe to wage war on the black wattle saplings that abound. 
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Port Rex Lions Eisteddfod 2016: A Golden Affair 

By Mrs Anne McLaren and  

Mrs Zeni Williams-Jones 

Merrifield students were able to 

showcase their musical talents at the 

annual Port Rex Lions Eisteddfod in 

May this year.   

Many of our students excel at cultural 

activities and aside from the experi-

ence and enjoyment gained from  

participating in this event, the results 

were once again pleasing.  Our  

marimba bands are enthusiastic and 

always do well at this event.  The college band performed a Vivaldi composition called “Seasons”  

arranged by Dr Waldo Malan as well as beautiful renditions of “La Bamba” and “What I did for Love”.  

Their musical skill and ability on the instrument was evident and the adjudicator (John Edwards from 

NMMU) commented on the fact that he has come to expect great things from Merrifield and once 

again this year “they did not disappoint”.  All the marimba bands (Foundation Phase, Primary and Col-

lege Band) were awarded Gold certificates – which was a significant achievement since the adjudica-

tor awarded no higher than Gold to any bands over the two days of the event.  The Primary band, as 

well as a Grade 6 class band who performed “Cheerleader” ,played well and the top award was given 

to the Foundation Phase band who not only achieved the Gold, but was also awarded the medal as 

the winner of the Overall Best Junior Primary Marimba Band.  They performed “I Wonder” and 

“Wimoweh” like true professionals.   

Music is about enjoyment and passion and the adjudicator’s comments “An excellent performance 

where the joy of the collective music makers was very evident” sums it up so well.  John Edwards 

went on to say that their dynamic control and choreography were a “delight”. 

Our College Jazz band performed again this year and with it being only the second year since the  

inception of our Jazz band, we were very proud of their performance and participation in the  

Eisteddfod. Our Foundation Phase Choir also took part at the Junior Primary morning at Cambridge 

High and their enthusiasm and excitement were tangible. 

A range of talented solo pianists, singers and instrumentalists also achieved remarkable results with 

an overall achievement of five Special Mentions (the highest certificate awarded), six golds and three 

silvers in the solo section. Tristan Jackleman and Matthew Stone performed in the recital category 

which required students to perform three pieces of contrasting style, requiring additional work and 

commitment and both of these boys achieved a well-deserved Gold. We are proud of all the perform-

ers who took part in this event and commend them for their ongoing dedication.  Particular mention 

must be made of the top achievers – Hannah Moerdyk and Swazi Sibam (singing); as well as Devina 

Pillay, Priven Govender and Rishen Govender (piano) who all obtained Special Mention certificates.  

Merrifield certainly showed that among the many abilities of our students; music, and the love  

thereof, rates high. 
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HOCKEY 

14 June: U10 Boys Hockey Festival. Merrifield A vs 
Dale A, Merrifield won 1-0; vs Hudson A, Merrifield 
lost 3-0; vs Komga B, Merrifield won 3-2; vs Dale B, 
Merrifield won 4-0 and again vs Dale B, Merrifield 
won 3-0.Merrifield B vs Stutt B, Merrifield drew 0-0, 
vs Dale B, Merrifield lost 6-0, vs Liliyfontein B,  
Merrifield lost 3-2, vs Komga B, Merrifield lost 1-0. 
15 June: U10 Girls hockey festival. U10 A vs Cam-
bridge A, Merrifield drew 2-2, vs Cambridge B,  
Merrifield won 3-0, vs Gonubie B, Merrifield won  
6-1. U10 B vs Gonubie B, Merrifield won 4-1, vs  
Cambridge A, Merrifield lost 5-1, vs Cambridge B, 
Merrifield lost 3-2.U13 Girls hockey, Merrifield lost 3
-0 to Clarendon.  
21 June: U13 boys hockey vs Dale, Merrifield lost  
5-2. U13 girls hockey vs Berlin, Merrifield won 6-0.  

SQUASH 
The Border Schools Squash League Results have 
been released for Term 2. The College 1st Team came 
third overall, behind Seborne College A and B teams. 
The rest of the results were as follows: 4th Stirling A, 
5th Dale A, 6th Hudson Park High A and 7th Clarendon 
A.  

TENNIS 
20 June: Prep Girls League Tennis results, Merrifield 
vs Gonubie Primary, Merrifield won 5 games to one 
( 5-1).  

Merrifield students Dylan Smith, left, and 

Devina Pillay made the school proud this 

weekend as they both excelled in the finals of 

the TSA (Tennis South Africa) Eastern Cape, 

East London Mini Series 3. Both Dylan and 

Devina won 6-3, 6-1 in their final games bring-

ing home winner medals. Congratulations!  
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Happy birthday to the following Merrifield staff and students, from 4 June to 24 June:  

Students: Georgia Craddock, Cameron Hanger, Sivuyise Sihlahla, Olona Kamba, Thahla Makasi,  

Inathi Mkondweni, Ethan Sergel, Tristan Jackelman, Luke Lategan, Nelly Melerski, Talitha Stapelberg, 

Redempta Rugeiyamu, Angela Waterson, Lumikuthi Tomeli, Ethan Evans, Saisha Naidoo, Frances 

Craddock, Yiva Qayiya, Lazola Mnyila, Cassidy Du Preez, Emily Evers, Erin-Rose Handley, Riley Links,  

Aliziwe Madasa, Anton Molema, Simonique Rose, Leon Kaffka, Hannah Rosenstrauch, Pablo Battiss,  

Luke de Coning, Snamava Mahamba, Imani Ngcebetsha, Kamira Govender, Joshua Crawford,  

Taylor Crawford, Danielle Heathcote, Jordan Ketteringham, Kazimla Tinga and Alison Wheatley.  

Staff: Jonathan King and Eric Vuyo.  

Private Squash Coaching 

Bryce Biggs: 084-910-1301 

R120 per lesson 

Please note that school 

closes on Friday 24 June 

at 10am, and will  

re-open for staff on  

18 July, and students will 

return on  

Tuesday, 19 July.  


