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From the Executive Head, Dr Guy Hartley 

Merrifield Prep School head, Debbie Lacey, and I 

recently attended the SAHISA Heads’ Conference 

in Cape Town, which turned out to be a landmark 

event as far as South African independent schools 

are concerned.  

Clearly our country has moved into a second 

phase of transition towards full-blown democracy 

and cultural and gender equality – a movement 

which has been led by the youth and student  

campaigns, rallying around in particular the 

#feesmustfall and #Rhodesmustfall protests. 

There is no doubt that the movements have im-

pacted widely on South African society, including 

most recently on government and independent 

schools – most especially with the #hairmustfall 

campaign and questioning of disciplinary codes at 

Pretoria Girls and Sans Souci Girls High School in 

Cape Town.  

Speaker after speaker, including such luminaries 

as Professor Adam Habib (Vice-Chancellor of Wits University), Justice Malala (of ENCA’s “Justice Factor”), Dr Max Price (Vice-

Chancellor at UCT) and Professor Di Wilmot (Dean of the Education Faculty at Rhodes University), stressed the importance 

of schools needing to engage seriously with issues of cultural diversity and institutional culture; matters of  

privilege, as well as gender diversity and disparity.  

Dr Max Price made the point that whilst independent schools have prided themselves on creating non-racial havens and 

multicultural environments, has this not, often along assimilationist lines, meant papering over issues of real difference and 

diversity. In such a context, have we therefore not prepared our students adequately for the realities of a wider society and,  

especially a tertiary training environment, that is still deeply divided along racial, gender and class lines.  

Professor Di Wilmot indicated that the extent to which schools would continue to flourish in future would depend on: 

 “how willing they are to hold up their practices and traditions to scrutiny and critical interrogation; 

 how willing they are to have hard, honest conversations about thorny issues of race, gender, socio-economic        

class and language;  

 how comfortable they are with ambiguity and uncertainty and the messiness; and 

 how well they maximise the opportunities for innovation, renewal, re-imagining and enhancement that challenges 

provide.” 

We have some work to do if we want to remain a thriving, integrated school community in touch with the key issues of our 

day. I believe the time has arrived for us as a whole school community – parents, teachers, students and governors – to have 

some structural conversations as we critically engage these important matters and self-consciously scrutinise some of our 

existing practices. For a start, I am very pleased to announce that Professor Di Wilmot will be our guest speaker at next 

term’s College prizegiving, presenting on these very challenges and opportunities. She is sure to set a vital tone for our  

forums of honest discussion into the future.  

SOS: In honour of World Rhino Day (22 September), Merrifield 

College Grade 7 students arranged themselves on the school 

field in the shape of an SOS, representing “Save Our  

Survivors”. “Today we pledge to create awareness and show 

our passion for doing everything we can to protect our  

heritage,” Merrifield teacher Chay Bachar said. The shot was 

taken via drone by Grade 11 student Seth Van Rensburg. 



The Grade R concert this week, loosely based on the story of the Gingerbread Man, was a wonderful show, allowing 

our little students the chance to shine on stage for their parents and friends. Well done to all the students and to 

the teachers and their assistants for their efforts, congratulations! 

Grade 6 Maths Stars 
 
Well done to Merrifield as several students from Grade 6 and 
7 made the top 30 in the Eastern Cape of the Maths in Action 
competition. And a special well done to Keelan Hartley, in 
Grade 7, who came second in the country with a result of 51 
out of a 56 marks. This is a wonderful achievement. Pictured 
here are Priven Govender, Karl Walker and Devina Pillay  
receiving their certificates of achievement in Maths from the 
Physics Professor at Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University  
(Port Elizabeth) on Saturday.  
Results:  
Keelan Hartley    2nd (51) 
Megan Waechter   3rd (48) 
Karl Walker  4th (47) 
Thomas Rautenbach   5th (46) 
Priven Govender  6th (44) 
Lia Marie Strack    8th (41) 
Julika Wischnath   10th (39) 
Lilitha Nkuhlu    12th (37) 
Jessica Beck    13th (36) 
James Ford    14th (35) 
Devina Pillay   16th  (33) 
Fathima Moola    16th  (33) 
Khanyisile Ntswahlana    16th  (33) 



The Sound of Spring 

By Nicole Coetzer 

Some of our music students spent the afternoon at Kennersley Park  

Retirement Home on Wednesday, 21 September.  They entertained the elderly 

folk with items on the piano, recorder, marimba, violin and cello. 

Well done to the Merri Muzos who shared their music, warming the hearts and 

putting a new Spring into the senior’s step!! 

A big “Thank You”, also to our music teachers, Nicole Coetzer, Sharon Malan, 

Samantha Malan and Una Driver-Boon for their expertise and organisation. 

Merrifield students recently collected petfood for 

the SPCA.  Well done to Grade 4 student 
Paige who donated the profits 
from her market day stall to 
Choc. The profit from her sales 
on market day was R324 and 
then she collected R76 in dona-
tions to make up R400. What a 
wonderful, generous gesture!  

The Grade 4s made musical instruments in Design and Technology with Mrs 

Lisa Wardle this term. 



RUNNERS: Well done to Merrifield  
students Thomas Braun and Anke De 
Ridder  for their recent participation, 
representing Border, at the SA Cross 
Country Champs in George.   Big Walk fever took hold of Merrifield on Friday, with the pre-primary 

walking on the school grounds, and the prep students walking on the 

beach later in the day.  

Happy birthday to the following Merrifield staff and students, from 10 September 

to 23 September: 

Students: Keegan Hempel, Bradley Wicks, Isinamva Mayekiso, Mohammed Moola, 

Blake Snyman, Tiara Keen, Reyn Gouverneur, Skylar Ganda, Ilitha Fani, Damian 

Jackelman, Samuel Townes, Amy Thomson, Tayla Franken, James Gibson, Lotta 

Stefani, Mangena Mayekiso, Ambesiwe Ndzimela, Zachary Wittstock and Demi 

Nel.  

Staff: Jonno Neethling, Kim Johnson, Siyabonga Magubane, Caryn Lategan, Gareth 

Van Harmelen, Siza Dyibana and Isobel Louw.  

It’s almost the holidays 

again! 

School closes on Friday, 

September 30, at 10am, 

and will re-open on 

Tuesday, 11 October. 

Staff return on  

10 October.  

Enjoy the short break 

before the last term of 

the year.   


