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From the Executive Head,  

Dr Guy Hartley 

We are living through some major 

events currently in our country’s  

history. Clearly we have moved into 

a second transition of our  

democratic era where civil society 

has remained strong in pushing for 

political rights, full-blown  

democracy, cultural affirmation,  

economic liberation and gender 

equality.  

In the context of wider societal  

developments, Professor Di Wilmot – 

guest speaker at the College  

prizegiving – challenged us at  

Merrifield to consider seriously  

issues of diversity and adopt a  

transformation agenda by asking: 

* How far our school engages with diversity and institutional culture? 

* How are we engaging with privilege? 

* How far are we engaging with gender disparity and gender diversity?  

A key initiative moving into 2017 will be to assess as a community of staff, parents and students, our codes of 

conduct to ensure by consensus that they are fair, agreed upon and free from any discrimination. Next term we 

propose to send a survey out to all stakeholders in this regard. Part of reviewing our codes requires a clear under-

standing of how we see ourselves as a school. On the spectrum, there are those schools on the one end that are 

very disciplinarian, rigid and meticulous about appearance, rules and regulations, typically traditional and hierar-

chical, and concerned little with the individual and rather foremost with the school and its name.  

On the other extreme are those schools with a laissez faire attitude; few rules and little concern with uniform; 

individual tastes and inclinations are paramount with the school merely being a venue for study. I would suggest 

that Merrifield is presently located somewhere near the centre of this spectrum where we seek to balance indi-

vidual rights and interests with the collective concerns of a school as a community. This means when it comes to 

rules and appearance codes we are neither too strict nor too lax in our regulations and practice. This is not always 

an easy balance to maintain.  

It is often easier to be one clearly-defined type of school on either end of the spectrum, than one towards the 

centre upholding seemingly competing characteristics.  I do believe, though, that this standpoint defines us as a 

level-minded and progressive school and is a useful starting point as we undergo a review of our codes and insti-

tutions/culture at this critical juncture in our nation’s history.  

Merrifield College congratulates the new SRC leadership for 2017 and 

wishes them well for the next year. SRC heads Yhovaan Mansingh and 

Georgia Craddock, centre, are flanked by their deputies, Samuel Townes 

and Dominique Plaatjes.  
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Grade 7 Dance: Moonstruck  

The Merrifield school hall was completely transformed into a magical, starry venue for the Grade 7 dance in  

October, keeping to the theme of Moonstruck.  

Under a thousand twinkling lights, the students – dressed to the nines – danced the night away after feasting at 

tables set for fairy royalty.  

Thank you to the Grade 6 teachers – Mrs Stella Gregoriou and Mrs Lisa Wardle – and their committee of  

committed Grade 6 moms for their work in making this beautiful evening a reality. Special thank you to  

Mrs Tracey Mangold for always going above and beyond. This is an evening the Grade 7s will never forget. 

Good luck to the Class of 2016 on the writing of your final exams!  “There are no secrets to success. It is 
the result of preparation, hard work, and learning from failure.” ~ General Colin Powell 

Laughing,  
Living,  

Learning! 
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Stars of the week 

21 October:  

RJ Madikane (3B): For diligence in all he does 

in the classroom and on the sports field. 

Emily Evers (1TH): For being so friendly, kind 

and caring and for always trying her best in 

class.  

Olona Kamba and Tessa Waterson (2L): For 

his/her great effort in class to all peers.   

28 October: 

Sushmita Naidoo (3P):  For her kind, polite 

manner and being a “caring friend”.  

Lamla Malusi (3P): For trying so hard and 

working diligently in the classroom. 

Avu Cekiso (2R): For great improvement in all 

areas of work and for being a kind friend.  

Emma Neethling (2R): For always giving of her 

best and for a great improvement in reading.  

Joshua Goosen (1H): For always trying hard 

with all he does.  

Iminathi Adonis (1H): For wonderful progress 

in all her work.  

Congratulations to Benjamin 

Brent in Grade 9 for his 

amazing performance in 

coming third in the Eastern 

Cape in the South African 

Maths Olympiad. This was 

out of 1230 students who 

wrote the exam in the  

province. Well done!  

Grade 8 Life Orientation class was buzzing with inspiration after watching a 
series called 'you can be anything as long as you have passion.' This series 
promotes the stories of ordinary people achieving success in many different 
fields. 
Pictured here is 8D giving a shout out to two people they have learnt about 
so far. Douglas Robson studied at Rhodes University and is now a stuntman 
in major Hollywood blockbusters. Tehillah Mcguiness grew up in Jeffreys Bay 
and is now the owner of a surf company in the Canary Islands and a role 
model to many young women. You can be anything you want to be! – Mrs 
Chay Bachar 
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Call for Sponsors  
 
The Merrifield Mile will take place on  
26 February next year and preparations are 
underway to make the 2017 event as  
successful as previous years.  
 
If you would like to advertise your business 
through sponsorship of the Merrifield Mile, 
we would love you to join our Merrifield 
Mile team. This is a fantastic  
opportunity for exposure of your brand.   
 
Please contact event organiser Tracey  
Mangold on 043 748 6094 or  
info@mpsc.co.za for further information 
on packages available.  
 
See you in the water or on the banks for 
a great day out for the whole family! 

Congratulations to Chace Collett, Merrifield Class of 2015, 

for being crowned Miss Teen SA over the weekend. Well 

done! 

Christian Hempel took part in the Super Summer Sporting Shoot held at the Graaff-Reinet Gun Club on the first 
weekend of October. On the 1st round held on Saturday he shot a 100 FITASC sporting  
targets and placed 5th overall. On Sunday he shot 50 pairs of doubles, again placing 5th overall. 

Christian then went to Bloemfontein to represent Eastern Province in the President’s Cup on 15/16 October held 
at the Maccauw Clay Target Club. Christian shot very well against some of the best shotists in the country,  
finishing joint 1st in the A class. He won a bronze as Eastern Province was placed 3rd and he placed 4th in the junior 
section U21s. Congratulations on a fine performance.  
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Chante Narainasamy is looking for work as an  

au pair or babysitter. She is 23, married,  

a licenced driver and a full time student. 

Her contact number is 060 508 8832.  

Happy birthday to the following Merrifield Staff and students, from 22 October to 4 November: 

Students: 22/10: Onesimo Fodo, Caden Hanger, Zainab Kahloon, Alexander Schewitz, 23/10: Emma 

Theart; 24/10: Milisa Baleni, Jacques Cilliers, Kyle Eberhardt, Inathi Ngcobo, Angus Waterson, 25/10: Liya 

Tywakadi, 26/10: Jorja-Lee Bind, Thuse-Omhle Ntsebeza, 27/10: Tatenda Chimusoro, 28/10: Alulwandle 

Kwetana, Lusiba Moko, 29/10: Imaan Badat, Gary Osner, Mohammad Shabih, 30/10: Chongwa Hobong-

wana, 1/11: Zivelile Mashaba, 2/11: Asonwabise Peter, Georgina Waechter, 3/11: Isabella Whittington, 

4/11: Nhalo Nogela and Buhle Nojoko. 

Staff: 27/10: Tammy Hofart and 4/11: Zenita Williams-Jones. 

Merrifield is growing! Work is currently underway on new 

classrooms being built to accommodate the new students 

coming into the college next year.  


