
1 

  Merrifield’s Very Own Bi-Weekly Newspaper                                                                                                        6 February 2017 

IN FULL CRY: Merrifield  

College students enjoyed 

their Interhouse gala last 

week Friday, with  

spectators and swimmers 

alike getting into the spirit. 

More pictures and results 

on pages 6, 7 and 8.  

Pictures: PETER KING 

From the Executive Head, Dr Guy Hartley 

It has been a good start to the year with students quickly getting back into the academic, sporting and cultural 

routines. The Grade 5s, 6s, and 8s have already undertaken very active and challenging class excursions at Forest 

Way, Hobbiton and Nature’s Rest respectively. Aquatic activities are a major feature of the first term with  

interschool and interhouse galas, and waterpolo matches being prominent.  

Waterpolo has taken off in the College this year thanks to the efforts and commitment of coaches, Llewellyn King 

and Gareth van Harmelen. Our teams are taking part in a range of competitions in East London this term, as well 

as festivals in Grahamstown and Port Elizabeth. In the recent Jason Murray Tournament, our U14A boys team 

had wins over Dale A, Hudson Park A, Kingswood A and Selborne B – remarkable achievements for a team new to 

the game. 

It is pleasing to see Merrifield is making its mark in the wider sporting and cultural arena. Last weekend, our  

College debating team travelled to Port Elizabeth for a debating festival, where they acquitted themselves very 

confidently in a very competitive environment.  

This coming weekend we host the regional 1st Team Boys’/Tennis Tournament comprising of Selborne, Grens, a 

Border invitational team and ourselves. In the 9 years of the tournament being played, we have won the  

competition three times and been runner up on six occasions.  

On the academic front, Merrifield has taken over the baton by becoming the primary centre in East London in 

terms of offering the Advanced Programme Mathematics courses, after hours, for Grades 9 to 12 in a partnership 

between the Merrifield Maths Department and highly-renowned Maths Academy specialist, Annalie Eybers. This 

entails a technological first for the area with Mrs Eybers, now based in Pretoria, beaming in to our classes via Wi-

Fi with highly professional videoed lessons that are explained by our Merrifield staff. Over 100 students have reg-

istered for the courses, including Merrifield students, as well as learners from a range of schools in East London. 

Clearly Merrifield is expanding its offering and deepening its reputation. In the process, it is encouraging to see 

our students taking full advantage of the opportunities provided.  
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Grade 5 Camp to Forest Way  

Grade 5 Forest Way               By Rachel Mangold 

Dear Diary, Wow, what a fun day it was! We played loads of games. The one game that I thought was 

really fun was the pizza toss. Everyone was divided into groups of 11-10, then the team had to toss a 

rope in the air and try and catch it with a flat hand that could whack you harder than a belt. 

Then we had to walk so far to the abseiling course. Everyone was harnessed up and ready to abseil! 

Then we went to the obstacle course. There were nets, poles and monkey bars and some big pipes full 

of mud! We got splashed with loads of mud then Miss Phillips took loads of photos of us! We went on 

a night walk where we had to go over obstacles. The next morning we woke up at four o clock in the 

morning then we ate the most delicious breakfast in the world. Then we went on the longest walk to 

the prettiest waterfall. The water was cold but we got in anyway. Then me, Grace, Georgie, Mu-

hammed and Jayden jogged back and then we had juice and biscuits. Then we split into groups and 

then some of us went to archery and looking for bugs in the river, then we ate such good chicken. 

Then we went on a night walk which was really fun. The other group lay in the grass waiting for us to 

come past and then they scared us as they jumped out of the grass! 

The next morning we woke up at five and then went for a run with Miss Phillips and when we got back 

we did pushups, sit ups, planks and stretches. The breakfast was French toast and cereal. Then the 

people who didn’t get to do archery had a chance. Then we had the best hamburger ever and then we 

drove home on the bus. We arrived back at Merrifield. It was nice to see our parents! Now we are 

writing about our camp. You will have fun, future Grade 5s!   
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Grade 6 Camp to Hobbiton 
The Grade 6s ventured off to Hobbiton-on-Hogsback last week, learning valuable lessons about life and teamwork.  



4 

Foundation Phase Sausage Sizzle 
Parents, students and staff at the Foundation Phase had a fun time at the annual Sausage Sizzle last week Friday.  
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Stars of the Week 

27 January:  

Tessa Waterson (3P): For being such a cheerful, 

well-mannered and helpful young lady. 

Tiara Keen (2R): For being a good listener and  

always doing her best in class.   

Onesimo Fodo (1TH): For being so helpful and 

kind to her classmates. 

3 February:  

Lungathi Maki (3B): For her diligence, enthusiasm 

and warm-heartedness to all those around her. 

Niccolo Beltrame (1H): For all the effort he is 

putting into all his work. 

Somila Dyantyi (2L): For her diligence and  

responsibility shown at school and her care for 

others.  

The Grade 10 Life Sciences students have been learning through experimentation in the science labs.  

The Grade 6s learnt how to test 
leaves for the presence of starch. 

DEBATING SUCCESS FOR MERRIFIELD  
 
Merrifield College students took part in the 
Alex Road Debating Festival in Port  
Elizabeth, competing against top schools in 
PE and the Border area. The Senior A Team 
won both their debates, and special  
congratulations to speakers Siobhan Barry 
and Yhovaan Mansingh for being named 
best speakers in their respective rounds.  
And congratulations to Merrifield College 
students Dominique Plaatjies and Heather 
Sandison for making the SA Debating Team. 
They will be going to the Word Debating 
Championships in Australia in April this 
year.  



6 

SWIMMING 

5 Feb: Merrifield College Interhouse Gala. Winners: U14 Boy: Corbyn Keen; U14 Girl: Pippa Sparg; U15 

Boy: Josh Emslie; U15 Girl: Jessica Craddock; U16 Boy: Luke Hanner; U16 Girl: Tasmiyyah Moola; Open 

Boy: Jordan Ramoo; Open Girl: Georgia Craddock; Victor Ludorum: Josh Emslie; Victrix Ludorum: Jes-

sica Craddock. Winning house: Orion.  

20 January: Merrifield Prep School held their gala on Friday, 27 January.  

Foundation Phase Boys Trophy: Adam Brown; Foundation Phase Girls Trophy: Tiara Keen 

Widmann Junior Boy Trophy (U8,U9,U10): Blake Brown ; Runner up: Adam Brown 

Best U8 Boy: Adam Brown; Best U9 Boy: Thando Marafane; Best U10: Blake Brown 

Kinnear Junior Girl Trophy (U8,U9,U10): Madison Goliath; Runner up: Tiara Keen 

Best U8 Girl: Emma Bezuidenhout and Emily Evers ; Best U9 Girl: Tiara Keen;  

Best U10 Girl: Madison Goliath 

Victor Ludorum (U11, U12, U13): Andrew Barnard (broke 4 records); Runner up: Oliver Coltman 

Best U11 Boy: Lithabe Shweni; Best U12 Boy: Andrew Barnard; Best U13 Boy: Jeshin Seeraj 

Best U14 boy: Pablo Battiss 

Victrix Ludorum (U11, U12, U13): Megan Waechter (broke 2 records); Runner up: Rachel Webb 

Best U11 Girl: Rachel Webb; Best U12 Girl: Georgie Waechter; Best U13 Girl: Megan Waechter 

Best U14 Girl: Kristen Kaiser 

Winning house: Aquila won with 294 points compared to Orion’s 265 points.  

NIPPERS 

21-22 Jan: Merrifield Grade 7 student Megan Waechter took part in the Nipper Cape Champs at  

Plettenberg Bay over the weekend. She was named Top U13 Nipper overall, congratulations! 

CRICKET 

26 Jan: U13 boys cricket vs Gonubie. Merrifield lost 33 runs. 

26 Jan: Merrifield U11 vs Centre for Excellence. Merrifield lost by 10 runs. 

27 January: U13 girls cricket vs Stirling, Merrifield lost by 9 wickets.  

2 Feb: U11 cricket vs Gonubie Christian School, Merrifield won. Man of match was Reyn Gouverneur. 

Merrifield U9 vs Grens. Merrifield won by 6 runs. Merrifield U9 vs Kuswag, Merrifield won by 5 runs. 

Man of the match was Nsofwa Kayula. 

ATHLETICS 

4 Feb: Alex Murray took part in the Athletics meet at the Jan Smuts track  and won a bronze medal in 

the 3000m event.  

WATERPOLO 

25 January: Merrifield 1st Boys vs Orcas: drew 7-7. Juniors vs Selborne U14B: Merrifield won 9-5.  

3-4 Feb: Merrifield Girls and Boys 1st Water Polo teams took part in the Jason Murray Water Polo 

Tournament over the weekend. Merrifield 1st Team Girls Results: vs Hudson Park, Merrifield lost 12-0; 

vs DSG, Merrifield lost 18-0; vs Pearson, Merrifield lost 11-2; vs Clarendon, Merrifield lost 12-0; vs 

Kingswood, Merrifield lost 13-0; vs Hudson Park, Merrifield lost 7-0. Merrifield 1st Team Boys Results: 

vs Pearson, Merrifield lost 6-3; vs Dale, Merrifield won 4-1; vs Kingswood, Merrifield won 5-0; vs Grey, 

Merrifield lost 12-0, vs St Andrew’s, Merrifield lost 8-0; vs Selborne U14B, Merrifield won 6-1; vs  

Hudson Park, Merrifield won 7-3. Final results: Merrifield Girls came 8th, and Merrifield Boys came 5th. 
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By Redempta Rugeiyamu  

On Friday 3 February, we had our annual college gala. Even though the sky was cloudy and the  

temperature was a bit cold, it did not dampen the enthusiasm and excitement of both houses, Aquila 

and Orion. As the swimmers prepared to dive, we yelled and cheered for our fellow members to win. 

To make sure that we were cheering and not sitting down when we’re not supposed to, our Orion 

house captains and cheerleaders brought water guns, to spray water on the non-cheerers. It was  

annoying but funny at the same time. 

After the championship events, it was time for break. This gave us time to socialise with friends and go 

to the tuckshop. 

When we returned it was time for fun events, such as the social and class races. For the class races, 

each grade had its own unique theme and dressed up in creative costumes, such as police officers and 

robbers, teachers and students etc. 

My grade’s theme was Fairy Princesses. Everyone dressed in tutus and tiaras and bright coloured socks, 

even the boys, which was hilarious to see.  

The last event of the day, before the awards ceremony, was the girls vs girls, boys vs boys and staff vs 

students’ water polo matches. It was very intense. Personally, I felt I was on the edge of seat as a player 

was about to score a goal. Then it was time for the awards ceremony, the clouds cleared just in time 

too. We clapped and cheered for the swimmers from our houses. 

Well done to all the swimmers who participated as well as everyone else, who made this day, a  

memorable one. 

College Interhouse Gala 
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Photographs: Mr Peter King. For more photos, visit the Merrifield College Facebook page.  



9 

MERRIFIELD MILE POWERED BY NEDBANK 
Calling parents, students and friends to join us on 26 February at the Wriggleswade Dam near Stutterheim for a 
fun filled family day. There are loads of fantastic prizes to be won. 
 
Online entries are now open on www.merrifieldmile.co.za/registration. Craft and food stalls will be available, and 
there will be face painting. Special thanks to our amazing sponsors for their support. 

It’s Merrifield Mile Time Again! 

http://www.merrifieldmile.co.za/registration
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Happy birthday to the following staff and students 

from 4 February to 16 February:  

Students: Khanya Mabandla, Zane Moolman, Yusuf Peer, Mia Wood, Jessica Davies, Cooper Goliath,  

Sahana Phillip, Louis Basin, Muhammad Peer, Madhia Shabih, Lilanga Mboniswa, Ethan McLaren,  

Nicholas Gregoriou, Buhle Daniel, Sebastian Harris, James Kumm, Shane Minty, Niccolo Beltrame, 

Mashudu Moyo, Mthokozisi Nzuza, Trishara Naidoo, Yolo Sikuza, Zizikazi Bidla, Emma Neethling, Vincent 

Weppelman, Neo Jordaan, Daniel van Rensburg and Nokwanda Zwane. 

Staff: Una Driver-Boon (7/2), Gill Howard (8/2), Meghan Maconochie (8/2) and Olivia Salzwedel (14/2).  

Blood Donor Peers were out in force last week to  

encourage eligible staff and students to give the gift of life.  


