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  Merrifield’s Very Own Bi-Weekly Newspaper                                                                                                        17 March 2017 

From the Executive Head, Dr Guy Hartley… 

Our Vision: “To be a dynamic, globally-competitive independent school rooted in the  

Eastern Cape.” 

Our vision is an important statement as to what we value and aspire to at Merrifield.  

It plays a vital role in defining us as we strive to achieve these lofty ideals on a daily basis. There is something 

very significant about setting the bar high as we are all motivated and inspired to achieve at an advanced level. 

And Merrifield is doing precisely that. We have a global outlook where our students are performing academically 

at a strong national and international level with all our Grade 3, 6 and 9 cohort of students (the year groups in 

which we write these tests) achieving above the international norms in the International Benchmarking Tests run 

by the Australian-based company, ACER.  

Our students make a smooth transition to top–notch universities across South Africa, and even abroad, well  

prepared with high level cognitive thinking skills and interpretive abilities that set them up effectively for tertiary 

training and their professional lives. No doubt this aspiration to be a world-class schooling institution, whilst  

displaying a vital commitment to our local environment and communities, is playing a key role in the degree of 

public interest we are presently seeing in our school. Thank you to each and every one of you in our community 

as a whole – staff, parents and students – who strive daily to create and deliver on a school of real substance and 

quality, contributing to our surrounding homes and province.  

Entrepreneur skills are strongly encouraged at Merrifield, and the regular markets held at the school are a great 

space for the students to flex their sales muscles… and for customers to enjoy the treats on offer!  
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10 March 
Grade 1 
Jonathan Pienaar: For his keen, conscientious approach to all his work.  
Azzo Tshiki: For always giving of his best and being a kind friend to all.  
Grade 2 
Milani Dyantyi: For her diligent approach to her school work and her quiet, gentle and friendly ways.  
Mariska Govender: For always giving of her best, being a kind friend and her impeccable manners.  

Grade 3 
Aerin du Preez: For being such a caring friend and always completing her work so beautifully. 
Sammy Birkead-Uys: For her kind-heartedness, diligence in all school work and keen participation in a variety of 
school activities. 

Week ending 8 March 
Grade 4 
Alison Wheatley: For always being so attentive and cooperative in class. 
Lolwethu Mtyobele: For working so hard during Maths and English lessons.  
Grade 6 
Sarah van der Walt: For her diligent and enthusiastic approach to her NS work.  
Ayla Tolu: For always trying her best in English.  

Week ending Friday 17 March 
Grade 4 
Casper Klook: Great dedication to reading daily.  
Lienke Pienaar: For excellent results for her Maths tests and reviews this term.  
Grade 5 
Kirsty Gibson: Always giving of her best in her school work.  
Zizikazi Bidla: Giving a helping hand to her teachers whenever asked and with a smile as well.  
Grade 6 
Ethan Epstein-Kay: For always adopting a diligent approach to his school work. Keep it up.  
Grade 7 
Jeshin Seeraj: For his willingness and participation in all school activities and for his oral at Open Day. 
Stephanie Jeacocks: For her helpfulness and consideration of others.  

Well done Merrifield Prep and Pre-Primary Swimmers. Thank you for joining us at Wriggleswade Dam at the  

Merrifield Mile events at the end of last month!  
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On 3-4 March, Merrifield students participated in a Bronze Level Hike from Cefani to  
Haga Haga where they spent the night, then hiked from Haga Haga to Morgan Bay the 
following day.  They were in a group that was made up of ten students and three  
teachers who walked over 15km on day one and around 14km on day two.   

The terrain was mixed and included rocky boulders, sandy stretches, single track up large 
kraans as well as crossing rivers.  After day one they were responsible for starting a fire 
with a flint and preparing their own food. Well done to all the students and teachers who 
tackled this hike with such gusto! 

Haga Haga Hike 
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Merrifield is very proud of the  
following students who have been  
selected to represent the Border  

Biathlon Team for 2017. They will be 
participating in the Interprovincial 
championships in Paarl during the  

holidays.  
Good luck to them all as they put in the 

last bit of training before the event. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE REGARDING SPORTS RESULTS: 

Parents and sports coaches, please supply results to pr@mpsc.co.za before 10am Monday 

mornings. If your child is one of a group of students  at an event, please indicate this clearly. 

These results are published in the Daily Dispatch sports section and in the Merrinews, but can 

only be used if supplied with enough information, such as the date, the opposing team,  

results etc. Clear photographs are also welcome. Many thanks, Taralyn Mclean, PR  
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In adolescence, teenagers tend to become uncommunicative, 

which is tied to mood swings caused by hormonal changes.  

Teenagers have little control over these emotions and may often 

feel overwhelmed by them and at times even alarmed by them. This time is also a time of growing 

independence and thus your child might resent being told what to do. Allow him/her to air his/her 

views. Respect his/her opinions and allow freedom where possible. Be patient and engage with his/

her point of view. When your child points out your shortcomings, don’t be defensive. Rather say, “Is 

that how I react?” or “Perhaps you have a point.” If you are angry or stressed at that moment, tell 

them and rather address the issue later. Use a hobby or sport to engage in conversation. Meal times 

also provide a great opportunity. 

At this stage in a teenager’s life, the peer group becomes very important and teens often do not 

want to spend much time with their family. It is important to negotiate what family time is important 

and what can be missed. Teenagers need to spend time with their family just as much as they need 

to spend time with their peers. 

Independence is important for adolescents, but as parents, we need to know where our children are. 

Explain why this is important and negotiate a workable solution. Discuss where they may or may not 

go, as well as curfews. Stick to limits once they have been set. Consistency is imperative! 

Nadia Smith 

Pastoral coordinator/Counsellor  

Parenting Corner: Dealing 

with Moodiness 

Congratulations to the winners of the Merrifield internal public speaking competition which took place last night. 

From left to right, Natalie Taylor (3rd), Nicholas Gregoriou (2nd) and Danielle Heathcote (1st). The winning house 

was Aquila.  
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Fitted Look Suit Hire  
clearance sale. 

Suits for sale R800 each,  
including a shirt. 

Contact Mr Jafta for more 
information 082 716 6327. 

Dr Guy Hartley was serenaded by students on the morning of his 

birthday on Friday, 17 March. Happy birthday! 

Merrifield ground 

staff member  

Caroline Vanayedwa 

bought in her  

beautiful baby boy 

for a visit the other 

day. Lulonke is just 

gorgeous!  

Happy birthday to the following 

staff and students, from 17 March to 

31 March:  

Students: Liam Allard, Janna  

Bamberger, Rana Tolu, Malachi  

Wolmarans, Borys Karbowy, Zenande 

Shenxane, Sage Whiteley, Keelan 

Hartley, Sandisiwe Nkumanda, Ross 

Timm, Lisa van der Heide, Sipho 

Majiza, Paige Oosthuizen, Samuel 

Puttergill, Luan Fourie, Mila Ferrucci, 

Aamenah Limbada, Danielle  

Bolarinwa, Jessica Craddock, Erin 

Ramsay, Jessica Richards, Jeffin 

Thomas, Kate Wardle, Somila 

Bottoman, Joel Bossé, Tia Hart, Ruby 

Mare, Amahle Lusawana, Imbalentle 

Matiso, Mpolokeng Ncwana, Dylan 

Smith, Kumani Sohaba, Gabriella  

Stephen, Matthew van Harmelen and 

Jack Wheatley. 

Staff: Dr Guy Hartley (17/3), Kathryn 

Jonas (18/3), Peter King (19/3),  

Pauline Wetmore (25/3), Jill Hobson 

(26/3), Keith Armstrong (28/3), Nadia 

Smith (29/3), Susan Jackelman (29/3) 

and Gardie Newman (31/3).   


