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From the Executive Head, Dr Guy Hartley… 

A lengthy first term has simply raced by and holidays beckon. The school has been abuzz with such a 

variety of activities and it is always pleasing for me to see how actively engaged our students are in 

the range of opportunities on offer. And it does not let up in the vacation period.  

We have hockey teams on tour to Grahamstown and Port Elizabeth, Eastern Cape tennis  

representatives on provincial duty in Bloemfontein and Pretoria, and two South African  

representatives in Dominique Plaatjes and Heather Sandison travelling to Australia to participate in 

the World Individual Debating and Public Speaking Championships! 

For us mortals, though, it is definitely time for a rest and to re-energise. Wishing you all a well-

deserved holiday with family and friends – travel safely and we look forward to an exciting,  

jam-packed second term.  

Merrifield wishes all staff,  

students, parents and friends a 

blessed Easter and a restful 

break.  

School reopens on  

Tuesday, 18 April.  
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Merrifield students visited the rockpools near Blue Lagoon Hotel before splashing in the waves at Nahoon.  

Grade 3 

Beach  

Outing 

Grade 6 Beach Outing 
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2017 Eco-Fashion Show 

& Matric Dance Invitations 

The 2017 Eco Fashion Show was a resounding success, as always a hit on the Merrifield calendar. The Class of 2017 

also received their invitations to the upcoming Matric Dance. Well done to everyone involved in putting together a 

classy, memorable event. 
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Aquila take top honours at Inter-house Plays 2017 

The school was the scene of an addiction support group and several murders on Wednesday night,  

29 March, – all, thankfully, theatrical, and evidence of a term spent on dedicated practice by the Drama 

Club for the Inter-house Plays.  

Orion’s cast, directed by Ashleigh Dreyer, held the audience in suspense and had them chuckling at  

several key moments. (Jonathan Love’s teachers were certainly impressed by the number of lines he 

successfully memorised and will no doubt be expecting him to draw on this talent in the June Exams.) 

Mashudu Moyo was recognised as best supporting actor and Leah Schewitz as best actor for her  

performance.  

As their House Captain observed, Aquila certainly “killed” it. Their play, written by the talented Natalie 

Taylor, was a comical murder mystery brought to life by a committed cast. It won best play and Natalie 

Taylor and Farah Narkedien were awarded the Best Director trophy.  

We were fortunate to have encouraging and helpful adjudicators, Kerry Pocock and Cebo Ndizemela, 

with us for the evening. Many thanks to Jen Moorcroft, our loving drama coach, Anne McLaren for  

making sound arrangements at the last minute, the backstage and lighting crews, the lovely vocalists 

and Tracey Mangold for her all-round help. – Mrs Emilie Rautenbach 
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The Grade 10 Life Science students had to photograph their food tests and compare them with control  

experiments that they had done prior to the current experiment. They then typed up their reports on notability 

and submitted it into file browser for marks.  

Prep art takes place all over 

campus, and the beautiful  

pieces created by the  

students are inspired by our 

beautiful surroundings.  



6 

HOCKEY 
25-26 March: Merrifield College 1st team hockey boys played 
in the Tony Godding festival this past weekend. Results:  
Merrifield vs Edgemead, Merrifield lost 6 – 0; Merrifield vs 
Westering, the teams drew 4 – 4; vs Alex, Merrifield lost 4 – 1; 
vs Kingswood, Merrifield lost 2 – 0. 
HOCKEY UPCOMING 
All the best to the 1st Team boys and Girls who travel to PE for 

a preseason hockey tour, and the U14 Boys who are involved 

in the Rob Taylor festival this weekend. 

TENNIS 

19 March: Grade 5 student Devina Pillay won four out of her 

five single matches against KZN, Port Elizabeth and other Eastern Cape players at the Port Elizabeth Brian Bands 

tournament last weekend. Devina leaves this Friday to travel to Bloemfontein to represent Border as the  

number one seeded player for her team at the IPT national schools tourna-

ment. We wish her all the best! 

SQUASH 

19-20 March: Peter Townes was placed 11th in the National U16 Boys 

Squash Tournament played in Johannesburg. 

NETBALL 

25 March: Merrifield U13 vs Nahoon B, Merrifield lost 0-13; vs Kings  

College B, Merrifield  won 12-0; vs Stirling B, Merrifield lost 10-3; vs Voor-

pos A, Merrifield lost 26-2. 

WATERPOLO 

Merrifield College students Luke and Joel Hanner played in the Currie Cup in Somerset West from 18 to 21 

March. The U18 Border boys team ended 8th in the tournament after being up against some stiff competition 

including WP and Central Gauteng in the pool games. Well done! 

SWIMMING 

17-21 March: Joshua Emslie swam in the SA National Junior Age Group Championships in Durban. He made it 

into three finals: 50m Breastroke, 100m Breaststoke, and 50m Butterfly. He ultimately won a bronze medal in 

50m Breastroke. Joshua has also qualified for the South African National Youth Squad to compete in Durban 

over the holidays. All the very best!  

UPCOMING KARATE 

31 March – 1 April: Grade 5 student Luke Klinkradt will take part in the 2nd United World Karate South Africa 

National Championships this weekend, at the Fish River Sun Hotel.  

IMPORTANT NOTICE REGARDING SPORTS RESULTS: 

Parents and sports coaches, please supply results to pr@mpsc.co.za before 10am Monday 

mornings. If your child is one of a group of students  at an event, please indicate this clearly. 

These results are published in the Daily Dispatch sports section and in the Merrinews, but 

can only be used if supplied with enough information, such as the date, the opposing team,  

results etc. Clear photographs are also welcome. Many thanks, Taralyn Mclean, PR  
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The Grade 5s visited the new Daily Dispatch building and learnt about how the region’s biggest newspaper is put 

together.   

Good luck to Merrifield  

College students 

Dominique Plaatjies and 

Heather Sandison who will 

be travelling to Australia as 

part of the SA Debating 

Team. They will be  

competing in the World  

Debating Championships.  HISTORY: The Grade 1s visited the museum recently and found it to be a 

fascinating place. 

Learning about the past 
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Happy birthday to the following staff and students, 

from 1 April and 20 April: 

Students: Mickaylyn August, Karl Walker, Madison Strydom,  

Anna-Christina Kuchler, Azuzile Mbandazayo, Chloe Pagel, Zoey 

Thesen, Cameron Wicks, Lea Kuhlmann, Denielle Wittrowski,  

Madison Goliath, Tannah Whiteley, Sammy-Skye Birkhead-Uys,  

Claudette Ndlovu, Khian Denison, Emily King, Lungathi Maki,  

Kubechosi Mazizi, Alyssa Miles, Zinathi Rwicila, Mthawelanga  

Mboniswa, Lily Scheeld, Oliver Coltman, Sibonisipho Mtshakazi,  

Andrew Barnard, Coleen Grobler, Alizwa Mntonintshi, Lindelwa 

Mkumla, Tasmiyyah Moola, Afika Xundu, Grace Whiteley, Milani 

Mbetshu, Jeshin Seeraj, Paige Holmes, Kutloana Jonas and Igor  

Karbowy.  

Staff: Thembi Zono (3 April) 

Merrifield music students were part of a concert for the 

elderly at Kennersley Park this week. The residents  

thoroughly enjoyed the performance. Special mention 

must be made of the String Group as it's their first term 

of playing together and their first concert.  

The annual Ultimate Performer contest was again 

well supported by Merrifield students, well done to 

all involved.  


