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  Merrifield’s Very Own Bi-Weekly Newspaper                                                                                                        26 April 2017 

From the Executive Head, Dr Guy Hartley… 

Welcome back everyone to the second term -  already very much underway! It 

is an action-packed term with sports fixtures galore and also, of course, the  

important mid-year assessments and exams for which to gear up and prepare.  

All the best to our 1st hockey teams – boys and girls – who are participating in the prestigious  

Kingswood Hockey Festival this long weekend. It is the first time we have been invited to this  

tournament, which is a real credit to the improved quality of play of our teams over the last few years. 

Well done also to our girls U11 hockey team, which emerged unbeaten at the EL mini-hockey festival 

last weekend after victories over Clarendon A, Stirling A and Hudson A.  

Merrifield sport is certainly on the advance and our major sports facility developments are not too far 

away now with the earthworks set to take place next term. My best wishes to each one of you for a 

highly productive and significant term ahead.  

WHIPPED: The Grade 7s were treated to a display of the whip cracking  skills of fellow student Paige  

Oosthuizen on Tuesday on the lower fields.   
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World Book Day 2017 

The prep students dressed up on Tuesday as their favourite literary characters in celebration of books.  
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Congratulations to the following 

students who received fantastic  

results in the International Bench 

Mark Tests that took place last 

year. These tests were taken by the 

Grade 3s and Grade 6s of 2016.  

Certificate of Honour in Maths:  

Grade 6 Jacques Cilliers 

Certificate of High Distinction in Maths:  

Grade 3 

Slayde Herman 

Neo Jordaan 

Igor Karbowy 

Lilitha Madasa 

Gcobisa Marafane 

Caleb Xantho 

Grade 6 

Priven Govender 

Stephanie Jeacocks 

Leon Kaffka 

Srishti Koppal 

Trishara Naidoo 

Harshul Ranchhod 

Megan Waechter 

Karl Walker 

Julika Wischnath 

Emily Faye Xantho 

Certificate of Distinction in Maths 

Grade 6  

Bristin Liebold 

Mbutokazi Mavuso 

Samuel Perks 

Devina Pillay 

Yanda Sikuza    

         

Certificate of High Distinction in English 

Grade 3 

Neo Jordaan 

Gcobisa Marafane 

Grade 6 

Leon Kaffka 

Bristin Liebold 

Khanya Mbandla 

Harshul Ranchhod 

Karl Walker 

Ntokomalo Zwane 

Certificate of Distinction in English 

Grade 6 

Jacques Cilliers 

Shristhi Koppal 

Nishreya Naidoo 

Mthokozisi Nzuza 

Megan Waechter 

Julika Wischnath 

Emily-Faye Xantho 

The IEB, in partnership with the Australian Council for  

Educational Research (ACER), offers schools the opportunity 

to write benchmarking tests in English and Mathematics 

from Grade 3 to Grade 10 and in Science from Grade 3 to 

Grade 8. 

 

In schools whose performance is generally considered and 

accepted locally to be very good, participation in an  

assessment process that provides an international  

benchmark for comparison of standards is very useful. The 

necessity for South African schools to remain in touch with 

global standards is clear and the benefits of having an  

opportunity for South  African schools to assess the extent 

to which their provisioning matches international standards 

in key learning areas is invaluable. For these schools, the 

international benchmarking tests provide an opportunity 

for them to see whether they are indeed offering a  

world-class education to their learners or whether it is just 

perception. 
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Merrifield takes care of the Earth! 
Let's pledge to do everything we can to be kinder to 

our planet for a more sustainable future.  

This year the Grade 6 + 7 Eco Club is focusing on  

reducing their use of plastic and each student is  

passionate about protecting our oceans. This is an art 

piece they did to show how the simple mantra of 

'Take 3 for the sea' can make the world a better place.  
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DANCING 
Grade 5 student Paige Collins and Grade 8 student Jemima Kruger represent-
ed the Eastern Cape at the South African Championships of Performing Arts in 
JHB in the holidays.   Paige received two gold medals, two silvers and one 
bronze medal as a solo dancer. Jemima also did incredibly well and won three 
gold medals and a duet silver medal. Both have been selected to represent 
South Africa at the World Championships in Los Angeles in July 2017.  

HOCKEY 

U14 Rob Taylor  
tournament: Merrifield 
vs Cambridge: won 3-2; 
vs Hudson: drew 1-1; vs 
Queens  
College: lost 1-0; vs Stirling: lost 2-1; and vs Oak-
hill: lost 3-0.  

22 April: Six-a-side Mini Hockey Festival. The 
U11 girls were 

unbeaten and won the award for the team with the most spirit. Ra-
chel Webb won the trophy for Most Improved Girl.  Nsofwa Kayula 
won the trophy for Most Improved Boy.  

31 March – 2 April: 1st Girls and Boys Hockey tour. 1st Girls Results: 
lost to Collegiate U16A 4-0; beat Westering 2nds 3-1; and beat Alex-
ander Road High 2nds 3-0. 1st Boys Results: lost to Framesby 1st 4-1; 
lost to Westering 1st 2-0; lost to Alexander Road High 1st 2-1; and lost 
to Greame College 1st  2-1. 

BIATHLON 

Several Merrifield students took part in the South African 
Biathlon Championships in Paarl this holiday. They were  
Rachel Webb (placed 18th in her category), Adam Brown 
(placed 14th), Blake Brown (placed 59th), Lea Kuhlman 
(placed 54th), and Slayde Herman (placed 60th). Well done!  

KARATE 
Well done to Luke Klinkradt for representing his federation 
at the SA National Champs in the holidays.  

SOCCER 
Merrifield College alumni Morgan Tebbutt and Grade 11 stu-
dent Lemone Seekoe spent a week training at the Bidvest 
Wits Football Club recently as part of the Premier Soccer 
League Academy. This was an opportunity to experience 
training sessions with one of the top professional clubs in 
the country.  

 



6 

SWIMMING 

The Regional Level 2 and 3 swimming 
galas were held in Port Elizabeth from 
23-26 April 2017. 46 swim clubs from 
the Western Cape, Eastern Cape,  
Border, Northern Cape and Botswana 
participated. The swimmers faced off 
against the best swimmers from these 
areas,some events had as many as 65 
swimmers. Swimmers from Merrifield 
who participated: Level 3: Andrew  
Barnard, Pippa Sparg, Luke Ansell, and Megan Waechter.  

Level 2: Kelly Sparg, Rachel Webb, Oliver Coltman and Fathima Moola. Medal winners: Pippa Sparg, 
Megan Waechter, Luke Ansell, Kelly Sparg, Rachel Webb, Oliver Coltman and Fathima Moola.  

9-14 April: Grade 11 student Jordan Ramoo was selected to represent Merrifield in the EC Schools 
side. The team travelled to Polokwane to compete at SA Schools swimming and did exceptionally well. 
Jordan was selected in the 16-17 age category and swam the following events: 50m breast, 200IM, 
100m fly, 100m breast, 4x100 free relay and 4x50 free relay. Jordan made all the finals (except 100 
breast DQ) with most of his swims being personal best times. We are very proud of his achievements.  
NIPPERS 
Grade 7 student Megan Waechter represented the Eastern Cape at the Nippers Interprovincials in PE 
over the holidays, and placed fourth nationally in the surf swim.  
CHESS 
Well done to Merrifield Prep students Nathan Sparg, Priven Govender, Rishen Govender, Jeshin Seeraj 
and Luke Klinkradt for performing so well in the Buffalo City Chess Tournaments.  

SURFING 
Josh Talbot was selected to the U8 Buffalo City Grom surfing team after 
doing so well in the Summer Series, and he made it through to the finals in 
PE. Congrats to our surfers for these amazing results from the Vic Bay  
contest: U18 Girls Danica Stockigt 1st; U16 Girls Lhea Johnston 4th; U16 
Boys Tom Lindhorst 3rd; U14 Girls Lhea Johnston 2nd.  

TENNIS 
Devina Pillay, Grade 7, was  
selected as the number one 
seeded U13 years girls tennis 
player at the IPT schools tennis and won 3 out of her 6 
matches, taking the highly ranked number 1 seed from  
Boland to a super tie breaker as well. The Border team was 
placed 14th overall. Devina then played in the TSA Bloem 
tournament finishing second in the Gold section of the U14 
division.  
SQUASH 
24 April: Prep Squash vs Selborne. Merrifield lost 6-0.  

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Grade 11 student Cole Heyns will take part in the Roof of Africa Motorcycle event in Lesotho from 5 
May.  
Fathima Moola, Grade 8, and Nicara Diedericks, Grade 7, who will participate in the SAIC Tri-Nations 
Endurance ride (horseriding) in Bethlehem over the long weekend. 
Merrifield 1st Boys and Girls hockey Teams will take part in the Kingswood Hockey Festival this week-
end in Grahamstown.  
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UNIVERSITY SCHOLARSHIP 
Merrifield Alumni Zaheerah Limbada, Class of 2016, has been awarded a Vice-Chancellor’s Scholarship 
Award at Wits University for 2017. Congratulations on this massive achievement. Zaheera was the top 
performing matric last year.  

DEBATING 

Debating results for term 1: The following are the Merrifield results for the Senior Border League for 
debating. A Team results: 1 February vs Dale A – Merrifield won; 8 February vs Selborne A - Merrifield 
lost; 15 February vs Westbank A – Merrifield won; 22 February vs Cambridge A- Merrifield won;  
8 March vs Gonubie A - Merrifield won; 24 March Hudson Park A - Merrifield won; 27 March vs  
Clarendon Girls A - Merrifield won.  
B team results: 1 February vs Gonubie B - Merrifield won; 8 February vs Gonubie A - Merrifield won; 22 
February vs Hudson Park B  – Merrifield won; 8 March vs Alphendale  B - Merrifield won; 15 March vs 
Dale – Merrifield won; 22 March vs Clarendon Girls - Merrifield won. The Merrifield A team ranked first 
and the B team ranked third overall in the entire league comprising of 28 teams.  

Doors open for EL singer 

Swazi Sibam, 12 

Everything seems to be going according to plan for Swazi Sibam, 

East London’s 12-year-old multi-talented songbird who is set to 

perform at the Walt Disney World Swan Hotel in the US later this 

year. 

Sibam, who started singing at the age of six, said she had always 

wanted to share a stage with global artists such as Justin Bieber 

and Adele. 

The Grade 7 pupil from Merrifield School recently participated in 

the Ultimate Performer competition where she scooped two gold medals for singing and acting in the 

junior division. 

“I can just see that everything is falling into place, everything happening in my life is taking me where I 

want to be. I started singing from a very young age and this was inspired by my mother, who not only 

read me bedtime stories, but sang me to sleep. 

“I got so used to it, I couldn’t sleep without hearing a song, until I started imitating her and that’s how I 

fell in love with singing.” 

Sibam said she was ready for the global stage….  

“If it weren’t for my sister, my music teacher Mrs Mclaren and my mom, whom I know is always  

somewhere backstage praying for me, I would never have come so far and would not have gained the 

confidence I have now. Not forgetting my dad with all of his support. I have been incredibly blessed 

and I want to encourage other children to also be inspired to follow their dreams and watch doors 

open for them.” 

She said while her music career thrived she would “never neglect my books, because I still want to 

study to be a dermatologist. I want to use my own products to ensure I look good on stage and don’t 

age quickly.” — This article has been edited and was originally written by Dispatch reporter Mbali  

Tanana and published on 3 April 
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Have you watched the Merrifield Mile 2017 video on You Tube yet? Search for it online, or go to the 

Merrifield College Facebook page for the link. (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EUlM9FTE24s).  

The short video showcases the event and was compiled by East London videographer Kevin Adams.  

Happy birthday to the following staff and students, from 21 April to 12 May. 

Students: Anke de Ridder, Izabella Boonzaaier, Nalu Mtengwane, Dharshan Naidoo, Ritvick Ramdhayal, 

Azobear Asholi, Anastasios Kapsalis, Michaela Joubert, Jonathan Mosehana, Brix Bleibinger, Devon  

Fielden, Ethan Rose, Shannon Rose, Sarah Schewitz, Lara Jonas, Lolwethu Mtyobele, Vela Sogoni, Justin 

Osner, Iyanda Zwane, Wonga Majila, Dominique Plaatjes, Dayna Hempel, Eminathi Kamba, Ande Jayiya, 

Anda Platyi, Lithalelanga Chimusoro, Vela Mntonintshi, Chloe Moolman, Nishreya Naidoo, Daniella 

Webb, Ntandoyenkosi Zwane, Shaelyn Hartley, Thando Pamla, Sihle Pakade, Rory Thomas, Damian Pillay 

and Mitha Somana.  

Staff: Tracey Mangold (21/4), Nomveliso Maneli (23/4), Cathy Schwartz (24/4), Mandy Morgan (2/5) and 

Lisa Wardle (7/5).  

“OPEN TREASURE BOX” 

Every last Wednesday of 

the month  

@ MF kitchen 1pm—3pm 

your preloved items:  

bikes, sports gear, electr. gadgets, etc.. 

Check our newsletter for updated picture list! 

Merrifield  

           

BUY / SELL 

Claudia 0835415726 

Contact for further information : 

Transfer/collection on request 

Bazar Do you have pre-loved items you would like to sell?  

Claudia Bleibinger is running a buy and sell bazar. 

Contact Claudia to sell your items. 

We will list the items for sale in the Merrinews 

The items will be available to purchase on the last 

Wednesday of the month outside the Merrifield  

PLC Kitchen. 


