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  Merrifield’s Very Own Newspaper                                                                                                        26 January 2018 

From the Executive Head, Dr Guy Hartley 

Welcome back, everyone, to the new academic year and I trust it will be a good 2018 for you as we enter our 

21st year at Merrifield.  

We started the year with news of our excellent matric results: both a 100% pass rate and 100% university ex-

emption rate with all 37 candidates attaining first-class passes. There were 62 distinctions – a solid percentage 

of subject results – and Jenna Jones achieved a fine aggregate of 87% as the top student with six distinctions. 

We can be very proud of our matric Class of 2017!  

The following letter was received by the school from Mrs Anne Oberholzer, the CEO of the Independent  

Examinations Board (IEB), in recognition of our matric results:  

“The IEB has observed that the Class of 2017 at your school attained the remarkable achievement of not only a 

100% pass rate in the National Senior Certificate examination conducted by the IEB but in fact, a 100% pass rate 

with entry to degree study. This is an achievement worth celebrating.  

This exceptionally good performance is indicative of the commitment of your staff – not only do they set high 

expectations for learners but also encourage and support them to achieve these standards. It is also indicative of 

outstanding leadership from the management team who lead the staff and guide your learners. This consistent 

dedication to excellence in education from all who work and learn in your institution is laudable.  

I take this opportunity to congratulate you on an exceptional set of results.”  

With these encouraging words, we look forward to another year where we continue to develop into an  

empowered, vibrant, pro-active, rigorous and flourishing educational community. May 2018 be an excellent year 

for all of you!  

PIONEERS: iCreate (innovation, creativity, research, engineering, arts, technology and entrepreneurship) has been launched 

at Merrifield this year to equip Prep School students with key 21st Century skills. For a full report, see page 4.  
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Great start to a brand new year 
A warm welcome to the College and Prep students who joined the Merrifield family in January. We wish you all 

the best in your new school. And best wishes to our Grade 1s who have embarked on their formal school career.  

COLLEGE 

PREP SRC 

For a full gallery of  

photographs of Grade 1s on 

their first day of school, visit 

the Merrifield School website. 

www.merrifieldschool.co.za 
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Congratulations Class of 2017 
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Pioneering iCreate Programme launches at Merrifield   

Innovation, individuality and creativity have come to the fore in iCreate, a pioneering classroom experience 

launched at Merrifield Preparatory School this year.  

A specially designed classroom has been built on the Merrifield campus and equipped to enable all students, 

from Grade 1 to Grade 6, to spend a lesson a week exploring “out the box” critical thinking. This is in addition to 

the normal IEB school curriculum pursued throughout the rest of the week, and is in line with Merrifield’s goal 

to equip students with key 21st Century skills.  iCreate is different from the school’s iPad learning, running along-

side but more tangible and less digital. The classroom experience covers skills in robotics, coding, advanced au-

tomation, virtual reality, artificial intelligence, practically advanced lego work and brain games.  

iCreate is an acronym for innovation, creativity, research, engineering, arts, technology and entrepreneurship. 

Importantly, “iCreate” strongly emphasises individuality, as in ‘I’ create. 

“Every person on this planet is creative and uniquely gifted. It’s what drives our passion and makes us ‘come 

alive’,” Merrifield teacher and iCreate programme coordinator Di Bossé said. “It is very exciting to launch into 

2018 with such a programme within our school. Each student from Grade 1-6 attends a lesson once a week 

where these critical skills are thoroughly explored.” 

While these skills are paramount in every class at Merrifield and practised across the school, the iCreate class-

room has been especially designed and newly built to foster optimum creativity.  

In the place of traditional desks and chairs are movable foam blocks, and on the blackboard is a chalk mural – 

painted by East London artist David Edwards – designed to inspire.  

“It is a ‘maker-space’ with movable furniture that allows for pods of collaboration as students work together on 

tasks. Project work, that incorporates building, engineering, play, innovation, technology and creative imagina-

tion, is the order of the day,” Bossé said. “All research on what skills our world needs today underlines creativi-

ty, critical thinking, collaboration, citizenship, ethical education and communication as top priority skills. So we, 

as educators, must keep asking ourselves: how effectively are we preparing our school leavers for the world 

they are entering? Is school allowing for maximum creativity and is it relevant to the real world? Are we igniting 

the fire of each student’s uniqueness? Are we nurturing curiosity?” 

It was in answering these questions that Bossé was motivated to devise the iCreate programme. She has been 

supported in her vision by Merrifield College Executive Head Dr Hartley and the rest of the staff.   In the 21 years 

of its existence, the independent school has grown in numbers and currently there are over 670 students en-

rolled from pre-primary to matric. In the prep alone, over 240 students will benefit from the iCreate pro-

gramme.  

“Through the medium of advanced academic programmes and learning tools such as iCreate, in addition to the 

programmes we currently use in our curriculum such as Singapore Maths, iPad apps, Thrass, online Mathletics 

and Cami, our prep learners are extended in developing critical thinking skills and competencies,” Dr Hartley 

said.  “Clearly our students are developing strong high-order thinking abilities, which is preparing them well for 

the intellectual demands of the IEB high school curriculum. As such, they perform very well in a range of bench-

marking challenges and academic competitions.”   

Bossé plans regular visits by business and professional people from the East London community to inspire the 

students and bring the “real world” into the classroom in a practical sense. Bossé said she would love to see the 

iCreate concept being used across South Africa. “We are a school firmly committed to our community. We value 

the input of others, willingly share our experiences and welcome collaboration. I, personally, as the designer of 

iCreate, certainly have the dream to see this shared across South Africa, as a contributor to the many great inno-

vative initiatives that are taking place in education, and welcome anyone willing to collaborate.” 
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Gr 11 Life Sciences students investigate the effects 

of temperature on the rate at which dough made. 

Gr 11 science students investigating forces 

with force boards and pulleys. 

Grade 9 Microscope practical. 

Enjoying East London’s balmy climate and taking art  

practicals and library sessions outside the classroom.  
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Congratulations to Merrifield 
Prep School students, from 
left, Nathan Sparg, Luke  
Klinkradt, Rishen Govender 
and Priven Govender, who 
represented Border at the 
National Chess Champs in  
Johannesburg over the school 
holidays. The team achieved 
an excellent placing and won a 
silver medal in the U14  
section.  

The Grade Rs enjoy their movement / physical education sessions on the grounds of the Merrifield campus.  

The installation of a new container for the Merrifield auxiliary staff recreation room caused much excitement for 

the Grade 1 boys watching the crane from a safe distance.   
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Congratulations to the following Grade 7s who have been selected as Merrifield House Captains and  

Vice Captains of Aquila and Orion. 

Aquila Captains: Mumbi Kayula and Sarah Van Der Walt 

Aquila Vice Captains: Thomas Braun and Tannah Whiteley  

Orion Captains: Anesu Chimusoro and Sarah Schewitz 

Orion Vice Captains: Tyson Ott and Anna Ford. 

The Prep School Interhouse Gala, for 
students in Grade 3- 7, took place on 
Friday, 19 January. For a full gallery 
of photos, including pictures of the 
fun races and teacher/parent relay, 
visit the school's webpage 
here: http://mpsc.co.za/interhouse-
prep-gala-grade-3-7/ 

http://mpsc.co.za/interhouse-prep-gala-grade-3-7/
http://mpsc.co.za/interhouse-prep-gala-grade-3-7/


8 

SWIMMING 

19 January: Merrifield Prep Interhouse Gala  

Congratulations to all our students for their eager spirit and participation and a special well done to our win-

ners. Results: U9 Winners: Adam Brown and Emma Bezuidenhout; U10 Winners: Tyler Giese Scott and Tiara 

Keen; U11 Winners: Blake Brown and Madison Goliath; U12 Winners: Shaun Barnard and Rachel Webb; U13 

Winners: Andrew Barnard and Lucia Beltrame. 

Junior Victor Ludorum: Adam Brown; Junior Victrix Ludorum: Tiara Keen; Senior Victor Ludorum: Andrew Bar-

nard; Senior Victrix Ludorum: Rachel Webb. 

Records Broken: Adam Brown 4; Madison Goliath 1; Blake Brown 1; Rachel Webb 2; Andrew Barnard 1; Kelly 

Sparg 1. Orion house won the Interhouse gala. Well done to our male teachers’ team who won the relay event, 

ably assisted by past student Dayton Hartley. Our female teachers’ team just pipped our parents’ team with a 

photo finish between Mandy Uys and Jayde Grimmer. Thanks to all for their participation. Thank you to all staff 

and past students for their assistance and to Mrs Adele Waechter for being our special guest. 

21 January: Grade 10 student Joshua Emslie took part in the NMBA Inter-Provincial Gala in Port Elizabeth. His 

results were: Boys 15-16 100m Breaststroke:  1st place; Boys 15-16 50m Breaststroke:  1st place; and Boys 15-

16 100m Butterfly:  3rd place. 

TENNIS 

Congratulations to Merrifield students Devina Pillay (Grade 8), Joseph Townes (Grade 8) and Keelan Hartley 

(Grade 9) on their selection to the U15 Eastern Cape/Border tennis team. 

HORSERIDING 

There were some great results from Merrifield horse riders in various events over the December holidays. Ma-

tric student Ann-Sophie Kaiser rode in the South African Champs in Johannesburg. As part of the SA team, she  

came first in Equitation, second in jumping and third in working riding. Grade 10 student Simonique Rose and 

her horse, Pirate, travelled to Johannesburg to compete in the South African Show Jumping National Competi-

tion. She was part of the Eastern Cape Show Jumping Team. Simonique achieved 4th Place in A2 Competition; 

4th place in the Championships class; 9th in the Two Phase Competition. The Eastern Cape team came second 

overall. 

GO KARTING 

At the end of a demanding 2017, Grade 3 Heath Vallance managed to get a 3rd place for the year in 50cc go-

karts and a 7th place for 60cc Go-kart racing. 
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Happy birthday to the following Merrifield staff and students, from 1 January 2018 to 9 February:  

Students: Solomon Kyambadde, Ross Slater, Nandi Zwane, 

Kate Tessendorf, Ethan Springfield, Berengar Bleibinger,  

Gerhard Kotze, Heather Sandison, Ava Pretorius, Ambesa  

Jacob, Alex du Preez, Longezo Ndwandwa, Mdanda Pasiya, 

Athi Madini, Bathenkosi Mbethe, Amila Mxenge, Angus  

Campbell, Thayanda Makinana, David Weber, Matthew Ham, 

Qhama-Wande Mvulana, Amy Swart, Noah Jagers, Ryan 

Heiberg, Sofia Olivier, Sarah Dhoda, Kwanda Sinyanya, Acacia 

Denison, Amahle Ndzimela, Jana Steytler, Grace Rance, 

Inathinkosi Mtyobele, Ukhona Tungata, Adam Brown, Leah 

Ramsay, Harriet Muwonge, Philipp Stefani, Priven Govender, Jemima Kruger, Mhlave Mabunda, Rachel Webb, 

Unako Yokwana, Blake Brown, Abel Telahun, Teia Van Rensburg, Jayden Ganda, Qhayiya Madikane, Jodi Nel, 

Inam Titus, Iminathi Adonis, Rishen Govender, Mayibongwe Pasiya, Russell Schwedhelm, Michaela Webb, 

Luhlumile Ndwandwa, Joel Hanner, Aerin du Preez, Hannah Toogood, Daniel Emslie, Zane Moolman, Yusuf 

Peer, Mia Wood, Jessica Davies, Cooper Goliath, Sahana Phillip, Louis Basin, Muhammad Peer, Madhia Shabih, 

Rebecca-Ann Walker, Lilanga Mboniswa, Ethan McLaren and Nicholas Gregoriou.  

Staff: Sandiswa Xolimbila (4/1), Ronwyn Pearce (13/1), Geraldine Hawkes (15/1), Bridget Fielding (21/1), Wer-

ner Venter (22/1), Camilla du Preez (24/1), Debbie Lacey (26/1), Stella Gregoriou (27/1), Adele Waechter (1/2), 

Caroline Selkirk (4/2), Una Driver-Boon (7/2), Gill Howard (8/2) and Megan Maconochie (8/2).  

Welcome to our new staff members 
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