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  Merrifield’s Very Own Newspaper                            www.merrifieldschool.co.za                                                 9 February 2018 

From the Executive Head, Dr Guy Hartley 

We are already well into the first term with a busy weekend schedule ahead of us. Our girls 1st  

waterpolo team travel to Port Elizabeth to participate in the Alex Festival, whilst both our girls and 

boys U14 teams participate in the annual Jason Murray local Waterpolo Festival. We are hosting the 

yearly Merrifield 1st Teams Boys Tennis Festival at Selborne Park on Friday and Saturday. This year 

Kingswood, Grens, Selborne and an East London Invitational team will be taking part alongside our 

Merrifield team, comprising the three Townes brothers – Sam, Peter and Joseph – as well as Dylan 

Smith, Keelan Hartley and Alex Murray. They are looking to reclaim the coveted tennis trophy. In  

addition, the BCM Biathle will be held at Merrifield on Sunday. Best of luck to all our teams and individ-

ual athletes! Let’s try to support them as much as possible over the weekend.  

I am very pleased to report that as of 19 February 2018 construction work will commence on phase 1 

of the sports precinct project across from the dam. Having eventually received our environmental  

authorisations and having appointed Rumdel as the civil engineering contractor, we can expect a busy 

building site to develop quickly as the earthworks and platform construction get underway. Phase 1 

includes the long awaited astroturf, the levelling of land for fields, roadworks and storm-water draining 

for parking and link roads and an ablutions / changeroom area.  

Unfortunately, we will not be able to utilize the existing field across from the dam over the next few 

months and will make contingencies for sports practices affected. It is a small price to pay as we  

witness the emergence of our long-awaited, sports infrastructural developments.  

CLASS OF 2018: The Merrifield College Class of 2018 got into the spirit of the College Interhouse Gala that took 

place on 2 February at the Debbie Lacey Pool Complex. For results and photos, see pages 9&10.   



2 

Foundation Phase Stars of the Week 

2 February 

Mariska Govender (3P): For  

impeccable manners and always  

giving of her best. 

Thuse-Omhle Ntsebeza (3V): For his 

positive and enthusiastic start to the 

year. Omhle always gives of his best.  

Jessica Davies (2L): For giving of her 

best in all she does and her  

kind-heartedness.  

Ambesiwe Ndzimela (2R): For  

exceptional manners and for always 

doing her best in a gentle and quiet 

way.  

Joshua Crawford (1TH): For diligence 

and enthusiasm shown and for being 

a kind and fun-loving friend.  

Gabriella Stephen (1H): For her  

eagerness to learn and being a friend 

to everyone.  

9 February 

Mila Jadezweni (3P): For her  

enthusiasm to learn, diligence in her 

work and being a kind friend.  

Ambesa Jacob (3V): For her diligent 

approach to all her work.  

Isabella Churchill (2R): For her  

kindness always shown to others and 

for always giving of her best.  

Mivuyo September (2L): For a great 

start to her new school and all the 

effort she puts into her work.  

Thomas Hu (1H): For settling down so 

well in his new school and really  

trying hard.  

Amy Thomson (1TH): For her kind-

ness and gentleness and trying her 

best in all she does. 

Grade 9 Natural Science students learning how to measure  

temperature. 

Grade 12 Physical Sciences  

investigating “g” acceleration  

due to gravitational attraction. 

Grade 8 Natural Science carrying out 

tests for carbon dioxide individually. 
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Name: Lithabe Shweni 

Day 1: The big day 

Date: 24 January 

Dear Diary, 

Tuesday, 24th January is the most exciting day of 2018. We are going 

to camp at Hobbiton in Hogsback. On the bus ride the atmosphere is  

electric. There is so much excitement among all of us.  

I like to do my own research about a new destination but nothing 

could have prepared me for the beautiful scenery that greeted us on 

arrival. We were greeted by the friendly staff of Hobbiton who 

showed us to cabins and told us all the rules.  

After lunch we started with the activities. We hiked to a waterfall. 

It was my first time to swim under a waterfall. Wait, did I mention 

the night walk… amazing!  

Day 2: Kettlespout 

Date: 25 January 

We woke up for a delicious country breakfast. We soon realised that 

we needed the energy as we hiked up a very steep mountain to  

Kettlespout. Our super cool hiking sticks were a great advantage. 

The glorious view at the mountain top made it all worthwhile. And 

then time to rest. Lunch is served, yeah!  

After lunch we played games. We tied first place with Bukho’s group 

in the card challenge. Gerhard and I were a formidable team. My  

favourite part was when Mr Nel and Miss Staffen did the zip wire, it 

was hilarious.  

Day 3: So long, Hobbiton 

Date: 26 January 

Last day of camp. We wake up with heavy hearts. Breakfast is  

definitely quieter. There is still time for a little bit of fun. We 

did the high ropes course which I really enjoyed. And it was time to 

say goodbye.  

For a full gallery of photographs of Grade 6s  

enjoying their Hogsback experience,  

visit the Merrifield School website. 

www.merrifieldschool.co.za 

Grade 6 Camp to Hobbiton in Hogsback 
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Sausage Sizzle Foundation Phase fun on 2 February 

For a full gallery of photographs of the Sausage Sizzle, visit the d School website. www.merrifieldschool.co.za 

FOR THE ENVIRONMENT: Merrifield Primary School Eco Club members with head teacher Chaylene Bachar, front 

centrefront. The bottles, stuffed with compressed plastic waste, are the eco-bricks made by the club members 

which will be used for the environmental awareness sculpture to be built on the school grounds.  

Picture: MADELEINE CHAPUT / Go! Express 

Merrifield has received the Platinum 3 Award for Eco work  

done in 2017! 
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The Merrifield Outreach teams are off to 

a great start this year. Pictured here are 

the Each One Teach One teams and  

Sakhikamva partners, building skills in 

using computers and English literacy.  

A new extramural—Fiddletots—has been introduced at Grade R, and some of our students are having fun learning 

how to play the violin.  
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Inathi Mtyobele Luhle Nqabeni Shaun Barnard
Zenande

Shenxane Zizikazi Bidla

Grade 6 reporters this edition:  

Getting to know our students... 

Interview by Zenande Shenxane  

Name and Surname: Paige Collins 

Grade: 6S 

What is your favourite colour: Blue. 

What makes you laugh? My dog, funny movies, 

Emily, Paige’s friend, Mufudzi, Luke, Zenande, 

Zenande’s laugh, funny books.  

Where do you sit to eat your lunch? Behind lost 

property.  

What’s your favourite food? Spaghetti and mince, 

lobster.  

What do you want to be when you grow up? A 

dance teacher, professional dancer, school teacher 

or author (part time job).  

If you could have one superpower what would it 

be? Telekinesis or ice power.  

What is your favourite thing about school? We are 

always learning new stuff and are surrounded by 

our friends.  

What are you learning about in class?  

Maths: Order of operation.  

Interview by Luhle Nqabeni (6W) 

Name and Surname: Lemone Seekoe 

Grade: 12 

What is your favourite colour:  Red. 

What makes you laugh? Funny movies and comedy. 

Where do you sit to eat your lunch? In the lapa.  

What’s your favourite food? Pizza.  

What do you want to be when you grow up? A pro-

footballer / Business manager.  

If you could have one superpower what would it be? 

Superhuman strength.  

What is your favourite thing about school? My 

friends.  

What are you learning about in class? Everything!  
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Interview by Shaun Barnard 

Name and Surname: Emma Fray 

Grade: 1 

What is your favourite colour: Purple. 

What makes you laugh? Funny jokes. 

Where do you sit to eat your lunch? In 

class.  

What’s your favourite food? Stew. 

What do you want to be when you grow 

up? A gymnastics teacher.  

If you could have one superpower what 

would it be? Fire powers. 

What is your favourite thing about 

school? Break. 

Interview by Zizikazi Bidla  

Name and Surname: Farah Narkedien 

Grade: 12 

What is your favourite colour: Lilac. 

What makes you laugh? Literally everything. 

Where do you sit to eat your lunch? At the lapa. 

What’s your favourite food? Lasagne. 

What do you want to be when you grow up? A performer. 

If you could have one superpower what would it be? Telekinesis. 

What is your favourite thing about school? My friends.  

What are you learning about in class? How to handle matric pressure.  

Interview by Inathi Mtyobele 

Name and Surname: Lhea Johnston 

Grade: 9 

What is your favourite colour: Blue. 

What makes you laugh? My friends and when people fall.  

Where do you sit to eat your lunch? Outside the college bathrooms, under a tree.  

What’s your favourite food? Wraps.  

What do you want to be when you grow up? A mom that surfs and loves what I 

do.  

If you could have one superpower what would it be? Teleportation.  

What is your favourite thing about school? Eating my lunch.  

What are you learning about in class? Financial maths, rocks and microscopes.  

The Media Club is open to any Grade 

6s with an interest in writing for the 

Merrinews and yearbook. Chat to 

Mrs Taralyn Mclean during small 

break for more information.  
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Four Merrifield College tennis players have been selected 

to represent the province this year. Samuel Townes, Grade 

12, has been selected to represent Eastern Cape at U19 

level, while Keelan Hartley, Grade 9, Devina Pillay and  

Joseph Townes, both Grade 8, have all been selected to 

represent the Eastern Cape at U15 level.  

Joseph, who made the SA team at U13 level, and Samuel 

are brothers, and both have set their sights on  

representing South Africa one day at a senior level. Devina 

has designs on the same goal, while Keelan is a multi-

talented player who is also an Eastern Cape representative 

in hockey.  

The players have all represented the Eastern Cape for  

multiple, and often consecutive years in the past, and look 

forward to the Inter Provincial Tennis Tournament taking 

place in Pretoria later this year.  

“Merrifield is proud of the depth of our tennis talent and 

congratulate our players on the honour of representing the 

Eastern Cape,” Merrifield Marketing Manager Tracey  

Mangold said.  

“Provincial selection is the result of long hours on the  

tennis court practising, and is recognition of their talent 

and passion for the sport. We wish them well as they  

represent Merrifield on the courts, and support them in 

their pursuit of excellence.”  

Keelan and Devina are coached by Gary Thorne, and the 

Townes brothers are coached by Grant Grotjohn.  

Tennis Stars to represent EC RESULTS 

TENNIS 

11 Feb: Joseph Townes won the Boys’ U16 category 

and Samuel Townes won the Men’s singles category 

at the Brian Bands tournament in Port Elizabeth. 

9/10 Feb: Merrifield 1st Team boys Tennis Festival. 

Results: 1st – Selborne; 2nd – Merrifield;  

3rd – Kingswood; 4th – EL Schools Invitational; 5th – 

Grens.   

9 Feb: U13 B tennis league vs Queens; Merrifield 

won 4-2.  

WATERPOLO 

10 Feb: Merrifield competed in the Jason Murray 

U14 Waterpolo Tournament. Results: Merrifield Girls 

vs DSG, lost 0-13; vs Collegiate, lost 1-13; vs Stirling, 

lost 2-10. Merrifield Boys: vs Stirling, lost 4-6;  

vs Kingswood, lost 2-10; vs Selborne, won 6-0;  

vs St Andrew’s, lost 0-9; vs Grey High, lost 0-7.  

At the end of the pool games the girls ended 4th in 

their pool and played Clarendon Primary in the  

cross-pool play-offs, winning that game 5–1 to finish 

7th out of the 8 teams. The boys finished 4th in their 

Pool and were drawn against Hudson Park.  They 

won this game 6 – 1 to finish 9th out of 12 sides. 

CRICKET 

30 Jan: Merrifield U15 Boys vs Port Rex – Merrifield 

won by 10 wickets. Well done especially to Grade 9 

student Adrian Mills who took 5 wickets and 3 

stumpings on the day. 

6 Feb: U15 Cricket vs Selborne u15C, Merrifield lost 

by 20 runs. Adrian Mills scored 67 runs. 

BIATHLON 

3 Feb: Congratulations to Merrifield prep students 

Blake and Adam Brown for their performance at the 

Interprovincial Biathlon in Oudshoorn. In sweltering 

conditions, Adam came second in the U9 category 

and achieved an interprovincial record, while Blake 

came 23 out of 60 athletes in the U11 category.  

Excellent effort from the brothers, well done. 
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RESULTS CONTINUED... 

BIATHLE 

11 Feb: Merrifield College Grade 11 student Alex Murray placed third 

in the U19 Boys category at the BCM Biathle that took place at  

Merrifield.  

NIPPERS 

27/28 January: Grade 8 student Megan Waechter competed in the 

Nippers Cape Champs and was named the Top U14 Girl. She came 

first in the following events: Surf swim, Malibu Board Race, Run 

swim run, Beach long run and Iron Nipper. She came third in beach 

sprints and fifth in Flags. Well done!  

SURFING 

3 Feb: Josh Talbot placed 2nd in the Reef Surfing Summer Series and 

Malachi Wolmarans placed 4th.  

SWIMMING 

10 Feb: Grade 10 student Joshua Emslie swam in the NMBA A league 

gala in Port Elizabeth. Overall, across all ages, he won the 50m 

Breast, 100m Breast and 100m Butterfly.  In the 100m Butterfly he 

broke the boys 15 Eastern Cape record in a time of 59.38.  With this 

result, Joshua now holds the Eastern Cape records for 50m Breast, 

50m Butterfly and 100m Butterfly in the category Boys 15.  

2 Feb: Merrifield College Interhouse Gala. Overall house winner:  

Orion. Overall house winners – Orion. Victor Ludorum: Joshua  

Emslie. Victrix Ludorum: Megan Waechter. Best U14 Boy: Byron  

Emslie; Best U14 Girl: Megan Waechter; Best U15 Boy: Corbyn Keen; 

Best U15 Girl: Pippa Sparg; Best U16 Girl: Camille Beau; Best U16 

Boy: Joshua Emslie; Best Open Boy: Jordan Ramoo; Best Open Girl:  

Janna Bamberger.  

HORSERIDING 

3 Feb: Grade 10 student Simonique Rose competed in Port Elizabeth 

at the SASJ Show with both her horses, Pirate and Urania. Results: 

Simonique and Urania 70cm classes: 1st place in Welcome Stakes; 

3rd place in A2 Competition; and 2nd place in Championships. Si-

monique and Pirate 90cm classes: 1st in Welcome Stakes and 1st in 

A2 Competition. 3-5 Feb: Merrifield Grade 7 student Chloe Pagel 

competed in the Border Equestrian Club's Summer Show at the 

Gonubie Showgrounds. She rode her pony, Dimmock Creme Cara-

mel. Results: Dressage: 1st place; Pony Rider Novice test 3 [67.1%]: 

1st place; Pony Rider Elementary test 1 [54.8%]. Showing: 1st place; 

Pony Rider Open Show Hack: 1st place; Pony Rider Open Show 

Hunter: 1st place; Pony Rider Open Show Riding; 1st place; SASA 

Best Trotting Pony: 1st Place; SASA Best 3-gaited Pony: 1st place - 

SASA Best Pony Rider. Equitation : 1st place - Pony Rider Novice test 

4. Showjumping: 2nd place: 0.70m 2-phase jumping; 2nd place: 

0.70m Championship jumping. 

Alex Murray 

Megan Waechter 

Adam and Blake Brown 

Simonique Rose 
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College Interhouse Gala 2 February 

For a full gallery of photographs of Grade 6s  

enjoying their Hogsback experience,  

visit the Merrifield School website. 

www.merrifieldschool.co.za 

Photos: Tracey Mangold, Peter King and Taralyn Mclean 
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Happy birthday to the following Merrifield students,  

from 9 February to 22 February:  

Nicholas Gregoriou, Buhle Daniel, Sebastian Harris, James Kumm, 

Shane Minty, Niccolo Beltrame, Mashudu Moyo, Mthokozisi Nzuza, 

Trishara Naidoo, Yolo Sikuza, Zizikazi Bidla, Emma Neethling, Vincent 

Weppelman, Neo Jordaan, Daniel van Rensburg, Nokwanda Zwane, 

Diego Blignaut, Lisakhanya Nqabeni, Emihle Rayi, Megan Waechter, 

Andreas Ioannides, Tyler Giese-Scott, Adam Springfield,  

Aviwe Jadezweni and Oliver Sharp.  

Merrifield teachers Stephanie Smith (Afrikaans), left,  

and Caryn Lategan (Grade 2) are blitzing through the East  

London women’s running scene. In two recent races, 

Stephanie won in the women’s category BOTH the East 

London Eye Hospital Laser 10km on 20 January and the 

Real Gijimas Bridle Drift 21.1km on 28 January. In both 

races, Caryn was the third lady home. Remarkable 

achievements from both, congratulations!  

JOHN WATERSON 

Merrifield extends our deepest  

sympathy to the Waterson family on the 

loss of their father and husband, John. 

John was a friend to many and will be 

sorely missed. Our thoughts and prayers 

are with Annie, James, Angie, Angus and 

Tessie at this difficult time. 

 

SOSO GOBONGWANA 

Merrifield extends our deepest  

sympathy to the Gobongwana family on 

the loss of their son and brother, Soso. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with our 

Grade 9 student, Ongeziwe and his  

family at this difficult time. 
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