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From the Executive Head, Dr Guy Hartley 

The term is drawing to a close and what a marked quarter it has been for the school.  

Merrifield continues to break new ground and realise its ambitious plans term to term. The multi-million rand 

sports precinct project is now very much underway and will go a long way to establish our sports facilities and 

achieve our sporting objectives.  

The iCreate initiative is already proving to be an emphatic success under the direction of Di Bosse by offering 

rich pedagogical approaches as the students engage with vital twenty-first century skills and technologies.  

Our students are certainly spreading their wings by engaging actively in a host of programmes and making the 

most of a variety of both new and regular opportunities. It is exciting times as the school continues to develop 

and flex its muscle in the region in a way that sees our students benefit and mature markedly.  

BUILDING: Merrifield Prep School and College have embarked on phase 1 of an expansion plan that will see an 
astro turf, among other developments, built on their Northern Campus. At the sod turning are, from left,  
Merrifield Executive Head Dr Guy Hartley, Merrifield Board members William Martinson and Mike Simms,  
Merrifield Estate Manager Keith Armstrong, and Patrick Dallas and Casper Brink from Lukhozi Engineers. For a 
full report, see page 2. 
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Exciting new developments at Merrifield Sports Campus 

Building has begun on the next phase of growth for East London’s leading independent school,  

Merrifield Preparatory School and College.  

Earthworks have started on a multi-million rand first phase which will result in an Astro Turf, soccer fields, a link 

road, temporary ablution blocks and parking on the Northern campus of the school. This will link with the pre-

sent Southern Campus, upon which the academic school is located. Merrifield celebrated its 20-year  

anniversary last year, and has grown from an intake of around 50 students in 1997 to over 670 students from 

pre-primary to Matric currently attending the IEB school.   

“After 20 years of steady growth this is the next big phase for the school,” Merrifield Board Chairman Mike 

Simms said at the recent sod turning. “It’s taken us three years of planning and fundraising to get to this point 

and it’s very exciting. It underpins future growth of the school.” 

Rumdel Construction are the contracted engineers, Lukhozi are the consulting engineers, and building only 

started after a lengthy Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) process, undertaken by consultants Terreco, 

Laughing H20 and in consultation with relevant government departments.  

“I think it has always been important for Merrifield in terms of connecting the two campuses – the Northern 

Campus, our sports campus, and our Southern Campus, which is our academic campus. The infrastructure  

connects those two and in many ways, for me, this completes our school,” Merrifield Executive Head Dr Guy 

Hartley said.  

The school is set on a 22-hectare plot in East London, on the corner of Bonza Bay road and the N6. The land is in 

the care of a Trust set up by founding parents of the school, and the current academic campus is located on 

about 8 hectares. The new developments, across the valley, will occupy around 7 hectares, with  

environmentally sensitive areas being left as they are.  

“As a green school it was important for us to look after the environment and not go through sensitive areas. 

There was a fine balance between development and addressing environmental concerns and I think we have 

done well through that process,” said Hartley.  

Phase 2 will kick in after the current phase is completed, and will result in Merrifield having its own music and 

arts centre, additional tennis courts, netball courts, cricket nets, a club house and more. Phase 3, further down 

the line, will entail the construction of an indoor sports centre.   

 “In terms of addressing our sports needs, these developments mean that in future we will be able to host our 

own derby days with our key sports; netball, hockey and soccer. I see it as enriching the school and the spirit of 

the school, especially the sports side which has been an area we have needed to address, especially given that 

our students have come such a way with their sports achievements,” Dr Hartley said.  

“It has warranted this major development. It’s an exciting project in closing the loop and bringing the two  

campuses together.” - Taralyn Mclean 
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Foundation Phase Stars of the Week 

2 March 

Nick Bamberger (3P): For making good choices and wanting to do what is right.  

Iyanda Zwane (3V): For quietly giving of her best at all times.  

Adam Springfield (1H): For always being kind and helpful.  

Ben Huber (1TH): For his improved attitude towards his school day and the good effort being put into 

his school work.  

Jack Wheatley (2L): For his diligent approach to his school work and for always being a good friend to 

others.  

Rana Tolu (2R): For her enthusiasm and diligence in class and for being a kind and caring classmate.  

9 March 

Mila Jadezweni (3P): For always giving of her best and presenting her work so beautifully.  

Zainab Kahloon (3V): For always giving of her best.  

Taylor Crawford (1H): For being so kind and thoughtful and always trying hard.  

Dimpho Kabeli (1TH): For being kind and gentle and giving of her best in all she does.  

Elethu Mkondweni (2R): To a special member of our class and for his diligent approach to his work 

and for his lovely neat work.  

Vela Sogoni (2L): For always working conscientiously in all she does.  

The Grade 6s enjoyed dynamic business learning opportunities when Dean Knox of Jonginenge and  

Ginger&Co chefs, Benji and Estie Gane, visited Merrifield. These visits are part of Grade 6 entrepreneurship 

learning. Both businesses are local start-ups who add much value to our community and support local hugely 

in all endeavours. Check out their websites and Facebook pages. Thank you Dean, Benji and Estie for your 

spirited, thought stirring presentations. – Di Bosse 

iCreate News 
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Merrifield Mile a Massive Success 
Open water speedster Kyle Holmes claimed a third consecutive win in 

this year’s 16th Merrifield Mile that took place at Wriggleswade Dam 

on Sunday, 4 March.  

Holmes, the winner of the Mile 1.6km event in 2016 and 2017, won 

again on Sunday in a time of 19 minutes and 49 seconds, ahead of 

second placed junior male, Alfonso Janse Van Rensburg.  

Asked whether the pressure of being defending champion hurt or 

helped Holmes’ cause, he said it was a bit of both.  

“At the start I was really nervous but as I got into the swim I thought, 

‘I’ve got this’,” Holmes said. This will be his final swim at the  

Merrifield Mile in a while as he has secured a swimming scholarship 

in America.   

Winning Mile female Chloe Velde was third over the line overall in a 

time of 19m58seconds, and this is her second win after last year’s 

victory.  

“I’m really happy with the win,” Velde said, a regular at the Merrifield 

Mile over the past few years.  

Around 950 swimmers took part in this year’s Merrifield Mile,  

powered by Nedbank, over the four events on offer: the Spur Splash,  

Terraforce 250m, the 500m Dash and the 1.6km Mile.  

The last man over the line – Juan Delport, in a time of 

1hour24minutes56seconds – bought the crowds to their feet as he 

swam despite not having full use of his legs. Delport was escorted by 

swimmer Owen Dicks, and used an inflatable between his legs while 

powering slowly along using only his arms. Delport was lifted into his 

wheelchair at the end to applause from visibly moved spectators.  

Spectators made a day of the occasion, enjoying the fine weather and 

entertainment on offer.  

“We are thrilled with the Merrifield Mile this year, it was a huge  

success,” Merrifield Mile event organiser Tracey Mangold said. “The 

weather conditions were perfect, the swimming conditions were the 

best we have ever had… and the Terraforce 250m was a fantastic  

addition to the lineup of events. We have a lot of happy people 

here.”  

Merrifield Prep School and College executive head Dr Guy Hartley 

echoed these comments, saying that the event was a wholesome day 

out in the country, a great event that reflected the ethos of the 

school.  

Full results can be found at www.merrifieldmile.co.za, and loads of 
photographs of the day can be found on the Merrifield College  
facebook page.  

http://www.merrifieldmile.co.za
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eSports has come to Merrifield 

Online gaming has become an international spectator sport 

with prizes reaching over 24 million dollars in the top  

competitions. Schools around South Africa, like Northcliff, 

Bishops College and Westville Boys, compete  

every year to be best in the country. Although different to 

other sports, eSports encourages teamwork,  

camaraderie, communication and allows opportunities to 

compete at a national level for many who would  

otherwise not be able to. 

Merrifield students have shown a keen interest in competing and recently visited Hudson Primary for a friendly 

eSports competition. The competition was fierce and we came away having had some great victories and  

crushing losses, with new friends, and very hungry to compete. 

Mind Sports South Africa (MSSA), an affiliate of the South African Confederation of Sport and Olympic  

Committee (SASCOC) and recognised by the Department of Sport and Recreation (SRSA) as the national  

controlling body, allows schools to register and compete against each other on a national level. Merrifield will be 

forming teams to compete against other schools. Watch this space. 

Special mention must be made of Joshua Weppelman who played a major part in realising this event and in the 

formation of a Merrifield Team. Well done the team: Joshua Weppelman, Connor Olivier, Cameron Wicks,  

Bradley Wicks, Thomas Rautenbach and Benjamin Williams-Jones who all fought bravely in the virtual world. 

Grade 7 Camp: 
Building Grit 

 
The Grade 7s recently spent 
three days at the beautiful 
Chefane River Resort. Our 
mission: to build grit. Grit  
develops when we have 
growth mindsets and the 
Grade 7s of 2018 sure 
proved this right!  
 
We were challenged by our 
instructors from Pecan Val-
ley farm who led by develop-
ing mutual respect and trust. 
Our peer counsellors also 
joined us on the Thursday to 
present on various themes 
that are important to young 
people.  
 
Great memories were made 
and our Grade 7 team is 
stronger together after an 
amazing adventure.—Mrs 
Chay Bachar 
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UNDERWATER HOCKEY 

Congratulations to brothers Luke and Joel Hanner, Grade 11 and  

Grade 12 respectively, for selection to the Men’s Eastern Cape Team 

for Underwater Hockey Nationals that will take place in Johannesburg 

on 23 March.  

LIFESAVING 

3-4 March: Grade 8 student Megan Waechter was named the top U14 

girl competitor at the Nippers East Cape Champs held at Orient Beach. 

She came 1st in Iron Nipper, 1st in surf swim, 1st in Run Swim Run, 1st 

in Malibu Board and 3rd in the long run. Well done!  

WATERPOLO 

10 March: Results from Kingswood Boys’ U15 Waterpolo Tournament. 

Merrifield vs Kingswood; U14 won 11-0; vs SAC U15, Merrifield  

lost 2-5; vs Alex road, Merrifield won 8-1; vs Kingswood invitational, 

Merrifield won 13-2; vs Grey U15b, Merrifield won 4-2; then in the 

semi-finals vs Grey A, Merrifield lost 0-10. There was no 3/4 playoff so places tied 3rd with Pearson.  

GOLF 

3-4 March: Grade 11 student Benjamin Brent won the Katberg Junior Championship, congratulations.  

TENNIS 

2 March: U10 tennis league, Merrifield lost 6-0.  

9-10 March: Selborne Clarendon mixed doubles. Merrifield finished third out of 6 teams. Samuel Townes was 

awarded best No1 boys player of the tournament and was undefeated. Daniel Emslie was awarded best No 6 boy 

of the tournament, also undefeated.  

CRICKET 

U13 cricket vs Kuswag, Merrifield won by 80 runs.  

HOCKEY 

8 March: 1st girls hockey vs Zastron from Bloemfontein.  

Merrifield won 7-0. 9 March: 1st girls hockey vs Port Rex,  

Merrifield won 7-0. The team later played Grens as part of the 

Grens Festival. Merrifield won 2-0.  

HORSERIDING 

11 March: Grade 10 student Simonique Rose and her horses 

competed in the BEC AUTUMN Show (SASJ Graded) in East 

London. Pirate receive 3 first places in 90cm Showjumping and 

one first place in Dressage. Urania also received 3 first places in 

70cm Showjumping. 
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Grade 6 Entrepreneurs Markets—9 March and 16 March 

The lapa comes alive during these markets, which give the Grade 6 students a taste of what it is like to 

own a business.  



8 

Happy birthday to the following Merrifield staff and students, from 

23 February to 23 March 

Students: Alexis Beau, Montso Kabeli, Tristan Muller, Nathan  

Muzorewa, Andrew Petzer, Amohelang Ncana, Kate Braun, Riley 

Johnson, Yeshveer Mahabir, Inga Wait, Nick Bamberger, Regan 

Minty, Kelly Sparg, Zazi Bikitsha, Carina Steytler, Koena Yokwana, 

Joshua Emslie, Ethan Epstein-Kay, Courtney Linke, Rachel Mangold, 

Logan Thompson, Xylie Tarr, Jialu Gao, Luke Hanner, Olivia Lust-

garten, Yusha Peer, Devina Pillay, Kirsten Gibson, Joshua Talbot, 

Danah Clark, Samiha Dhoda, Andrew Rautenbach, Carys Street, David 

Goldsmid, Sienna Ferrucci, Yoliswa Poswa, Nathan Sparg, Unam Tebe, 

Jocelyn Ward, Skyla Holmes, Caitlyn Kaiser, Qhawelethu Mbetshu, Keegan McLaren, Nicolaas Naude, Muham-

mad Peer, Sophia Zapata, Mahle Ntsebeza, Andrew Rich, Hugo Williams-Jones, Jenna Gouws, Bukho Madini, 

Ntando Matshoba, Keanu Power, Liam Allard, Janna Bamberger, Buhlebenkosi Mpiyakhe, Rana Tolu, Malachi 

Wolmarans, Zintle Mabombo, Tong Tong Hu, Borys Karbowy, Takunda Mangwiro, Liyema Penxa, Zenande Shen-

xane, Sage Whiteley, Keelan Hartley, Lisa van der Heide, Sipho Majiza, Adam Murray, Sarah-Jane Marais, Paige 

Oosthuizen, Samuel Puttergill, Luan Fourie, Mila Ferrucci, Aamenah Limbada, Muhammad Bacus, Danielle  

Bolarinwa, Erin Ramsay, Jessica Richards, Jeffin Thomas and Kate Wardle.   

Staff: Ziyanda Ngcebetsha, Aline Driessel, Maureen Giba, Joy Ridgard, Sizwe Maxazi, Caroline Vanayedwa,  

Victoria Qobongoshe, Nancy Mantla, Chay Bachar, Rebecca Wheatley, Gerald White, Daphne Strydom,  

Dr Guy Hartley, Kathryn Jonas, Peter King, Colleen Vorster, Pauline Wetmore, Jill Hobson, Keith Armstrong and 

Nadia Smith.  
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