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  Merrifield’s Very Own Newspaper                            www.merrifieldschool.co.za                                                 24 April 2018 

From the Executive Head, Dr Guy Hartley 

The new term has got off to a flying start and the school has been a hive of activity in what is,  

traditionally, one of the busiest periods of the year prior to the June exams and assessments.  

Merrifield continues to extend its reach with the exciting, large-scale, capital developments taking 

place on our sports campus; as the reputation of our sports teams grows with numerous invitations to 

prestigious festivals and tournaments; and as our students perform at a high level provincially,  

nationally and even internationally in the academic, cultural and sporting spheres.  

Particular congratulations to Heather Sandison who represented South African admirably at the World 

Individual Debating and Public Speaking Competition last week. The bar is being set very high at  

Merrifield as we encourage our students to reach for the stars! All the best to our whole community 

for a very productive term.   

Merrifield Prep School students dressed up as characters of their favourite books on Monday, 23 April, to celebrate  

reading and the love of books. For more pictures, see page 2. 
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World Book Day 2018 
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Congratulations to the Grade 4 and 5  

Merrifield students who won the SACEE Fun 

With Words on Thursday 19 April. The team 

thoroughly enjoyed themselves, had a lot of 

fun with the English Language and enjoyed 

the interaction with students from schools 

around the East London area. They are, from 

left, Jayden Heiberg, Lilanga Mboniswa,  

Keegan McLaren, Neo Jordaan and Gcobisa  

Marafane. 

Grade R outing to Burnside Touch Farm 



4 

Enviroclub Camp Katberg  

23 – 25 March 

Our Enviroclub travelled to Katberg via Cathcart on the 

last day of term.  The countryside was green owing to our 

recent good rains and we arrived at the holiday home of 

the Osner’s on the Katberg estate in good spirits and rav-

enously hungry. We enjoyed a delicious lunch on the ve-

randah with views of the golf course and Katberg range.   

After lunch we were more than ready for a walk into the 

indigenous forest which included uprooting invasive 

wattles on the way.  The forest path was steep and the 

mud slippery and we had to proceed with caution.  The forest was full of beautiful indigenous trees and lots of different 

types of toadstools and bracket fungi. 

We got to a stream flowing so strongly we had to turn and follow our footsteps back.  Mr Osner treated us to the most 

welcome cooldrink at the Golf clubhouse where all the young golfers from round the country were assembled after their 

first rounds of the Junior Inter-Provincial Tournament.  

As dusk fell we played games on the verandah or had ‘chill time’ while Gary braaied our meat for us.    We divided our-

selves into work groups to share the duties of preparing food and washing up afterwards.  

Next morning Kayla, Zoe and Danielle woke up really early to go for an early morning horse 

ride round the estate.  For Danielle it was her first time and she looked like a pro!  After break-

fast Mr and Mrs Wetmore and Justin went riding.  On horseback it is possible to get really close 

to the many impala that roam freely between the homes and on the golf course. We enjoyed 

the ride although the horses had their own minds about directions and speed which was a bit 

disconcerting for inexperienced riders! 

Once back at the house we quickly packed up a picnic lunch to enjoy on top of the mountain 

and set off with the school bus and Mr Osner’s 4x4 vehicle.  Sadly, the old pass has slipped into 

disrepair and is not negotiable by a 2x4 all the way.  Half-way up we parked the school bus and 

set off on foot.  It was a hard steep slog and some of us opted for a ride in the 4x4 while Mr 

White led the rest in a hike to the top.   

The wild flowers on the way up, the little waterfalls everywhere and the incredible views across the valley were food for 

the soul.  Kayla was not enjoying herself as she had become a little swollen watermelon.  She told us quite happily that she 

was allergic to horses, but loved them so much she had ridden anyway!  That was quite a concern, but she had medication 

and we kept a close eye on her!  Note to self: no more riding for Kayla on Enviroclub trips!  

After viewing the Bushman Paintings in a cave at the top of the mountain, we looked 

for a good place for a picnic. However, there was bad weather brewing and Mr Osner 

advised us to get off the mountain as quickly as possible.  Ideas of a picnic faded as we 

hastened down the mountain. Next thing the rain came pelting down and we realized 

we had made the best decision.  We enjoyed a rather late lunch back at the house and 

rested until another evening of games and much laughter shared around the big dining 

table.  We retired late that evening with the promise of a bit of a lie-in in the morning 

if the weather wasn’t great.  

On Sunday we awoke to a drizzly overcast morning and we packed up and drove over to the old Katberg Hotel which re-

cently reopened its doors.  We enjoyed a sumptuous breakfast and set off back to school soon afterwards.  

We are sincerely grateful to the Osners for their hospitality and to all who ensured we had a successful and fun weekend 

away.—Mrs Pauline Wetmore 
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The Class of 2018 received their invitations to the upcoming Matric Dance, taking place on 5 May.  

CULTURAL NEWS 

 

DANCING, MODELLING AND VOCALS 
Congratulations to Grade 6 student Paige Collins who is excelling in the 
dancing and modelling world. Paige competed in two competitions during 
the holidays.  At The Ultimate Performer, she won junior dancer and junior 
model and went on to win overall Junior Performer.  Her prizes included 
R10 000 worth of academic lessons, R2000 cash prize and a photo shoot. 

She also represented the Eastern Cape at The South African Champion-
ships of Performing Arts in Rustenburg, where she competed against 30-40 
other children in various dance styles in her age group.  She won 4 golds, 1 
silver and 2 bronze medals.  She was selected to represent South Africa at 
The World Championships of Performing Arts in Los Angeles in  
July. Congratulations, Paige, and all the very best going forward.  

Congratulations to matric student Ashleigh Dreyer who also represented 
the Eastern Cape at the South African Championships of Performing Arts. 
She competed as a finalist for Team SA, and placed in 315 sections, coming 
second in the country for contemporary vocals, second for country vocals 
and third for pop vocals as well as making the SACOPA showcase for vocals 
and modelling which aired on eNuus and KYKNET.  

DEBATING/PUBLIC SPEAKING  
10-15 April: Heather Sandison competed in the World Individual Debating 
and Public Speaking Championships, hosted by Bishops in Cape Town, and 
represented Merrifield College well in each category against global  
competitors.   



6 

HOCKEY 

Congratulations to the following Merrifield students who 
have been selected to represent Border. U14A Girls: Sarah 
Jane Marais, Gemma Braun. U14B Girls: Lara Bruce, Nish-
erya Nadioo, Amy Swart, Liora Jardine. U14A Boys: Adam 
Murray, Joseph Townes. U14B Boys: Daniel Emsile, Byron 
Emsile, Dylan Kurten. U16A Boys: Solomon Kyambadde. 
U16B Boys: Keelan Hartley. U16B Girls: Anke De Ridder. 
U18A Girls: Jade Underwood (Non - Travelling Reserve).  

18-21 April: Kingswood Festival. 1st Team Girls results:  
Merrifield vs Kingswood, Merrifield lost 6-1; vs Cornwall, 
lost 9-0; vs VG, drew 0-0; vs St Dominic’s, lost 2-1; vs York, 
lost 5-0; vs Glenwood House lost 4-0. U14 Boys: Merrifield won 4-2 against St Charles, lost 2-0 to St Andrew’s; 

lost to Clifton College 3-0, lost to Woodridge 4 – 0 and lost to St 
Andrew’s Bloemfontein 3-0. 1st Team Boys: Merrifield won vs St 
Dominics 5 – 0; won vs Reddam House 9 – 0; lost vs Glenwood 
House 0 – 1; lost vs Kingswood 0 – 1; lost vs York 0 – 7. 

14 April: Border Hockey Trials. Merrifield U13 vs Stutt, Merrifield 
lost 2-0; vs Stirling, Merrifield drew 0-0; vs Lilyfontein, Merrifield 
lost 2-0; vs AW Barnes, Merrifield won 1-0; vs Hudson A, Merri-
field lost 2-0; vs Clarendon, Merrifield lost 3-0.  

There was a fine performance from Merrifield hockey players at 
the Rob Taylor festival over the holidays. The U15 boys recorded 
victories over Queens, Dale, Stirling and Selborne B. There were 

only losses by a small margin to Selborne A and Grey A. 

The girls U14A team results: Lost 5-0 vs Clarendon A; Won 7-0 vs 
QGHS; Drew 1-1 vs Collegiate B; Won 2-0 vs KHS; Lost 2-1 vs Pearson 
A; and Lost 1-0 vs Stirling A.  

BADMINTON 
In the April holidays Grade 8 student Amy Swart participated in the 
U15 SA interprovincial and open badminton championships. 

In the SA interprovincial tournament, Border came third overall and 
Amy was ranked as No 3 girl. In the SA open tournament, Amy made 
the semi finals in the mixed doubles and the quarterfinals in the girls 
doubles. 

LIFESAVING 
The SA Lifesaving champs took place at King's Beach in Port Elizabeth from 2-7 April. 
Merrifield College students Jade Wilson and Megan Waechter represented East Lon-
don Surf Lifesaving club against the top lifesavers from across South Africa. In total 
over 1600 competitors took part. Results: Jade, in the U15 category: Malibu Board 
Bronze medal, Single ski 5th, Long run 6th, Ironwoman 7th, Beach relay 7th,  Malibu 
Board relay Silver medal, Ski relay 4th and Taplin relay 5th. Megan, in the U14 cate-
gory: Run Swim Run Bronze medal, Surf Swim 6th, Malibu Board 6th, Ironwoman 6th, 
Taplin relay 5th, Board relay 9th.  

Megan has been selected to represent the Eastern Cape in the upcoming Interprovin-
cial championships in Durban in May.  
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Sport continued… 

SWIMMING  
Merrifield students competed around the country in swimming 
events over the holidays.  

Grade 10 student Joshua Emslie competed in the SA National Jun-
ior swimming championships in Durban over the holidays. He 
qualified for the finals of 100 Breastroke and 50 Breastroke for 
Boys 16.  He won the Gold medal in the 50 Breastroke in a time of 
30.02 which is also a new Border record.  He goes on now to 
swim in the Senior Nationals in Port Elizabeth in Port Elizabeth. 

Grade 9 student Fathima Moola participated in the Level 3 Gala in 
Cape Town over the holidays. She made four finals and medalled in the 50m freestyle coming in at second po-
sition.  

Grade 6 student Kelly Sparg took part in the Level 2 swim championships in Outdshoorn from 7-9 April. She 
swam in seven events and achieved personal bests in all her races. She swam 2 finals and received a gold for 
her 100 m butterfly race and received a Bronze medal for her 4 x 100 m freestyle relay. 

Grade 9 student Pippa Sparg took part in a Level 3 national gala in Cape Town from 3-6 April. She swam 7  
races and made finals for 5 of those swims. Pippa received a silver medal for her 200 m breaststroke, a bronze 
for 100 m breaststroke and a bronze for her 50 m breaststroke. Congratulations!  

HORSERIDING 

Grade 7 student Chloe Pagel competed in the Port Elizabeth Riding Club's Autumn Show, from 22 - 25 
March.   She rode her pony, Dimmock Creme Caramel, and they came home with many ribbons again.  The 
first day there, Chloe and Creme competed in equitation, doing the pony rider's novice test number 6 - they 
were placed 2nd in their class. 

In the showing classes, these were their results: 1st place, Pony Rider Working Riding, becoming the Pony  
Rider Working Rider Champion, and then having achieved this first place championship, they went forward 
into the supreme championship class, where they competed against junior and adult riders, and they were 
awarded the Reserve Supreme Working Riding Championship!   They also received a 2nd place in the Open 
Show Hunter Pony class. 

During the school holidays Merrifield Grade 10 student Simonique Rose and her horses competed in two SASJ 
Provincial Shows. One was held at PE Riding Club and the other was held at the Bathurst Show. Simonique and 
her horses did well with many clear rounds, and she and her horse, Pirate, are currently ranking 4th in the 
Eastern Cape for 90cm Showjumping. Simonique also received recognition at the annual SASJ Prize in PE for 
being part of the Eastern Cape Show Jumping Team last year.  

SURFING 

21 April: The first contest in a four part series spon-
sored by REEF South Africa and presented by Sea 
Harvest all went down at Vic Bay this weekend. 
Once again Merrifield surfers grabbed the top spots. 
Daniel Emslie won the U14 boys; Zoe Steyn won the 
U16 girls and Daniel Emslie came 3rd in the U16 
boys.  

14/15 April: Merrifield Surfers performed very well 
at the Mitchum Buffalo City Surf Pro, presented by 
Reef Wetsuits, which took place at Nahoon Reef on 
the weekend.  

Tom Lindhorst took 2nd place in the Junior Mens 
JQS final and Zoe Steyn took 3rd place in both the Junior Womens JQS final and the Open Womens QS final. 
Coach Greg Emslie took 3rd place in the Open Mens QS final. Daniel Emslie and Reilly Mare also competed in 
the junior men but were eliminated in very tough heats in round 1.  

Picture: MARK ANDREWS, Daily Dispatch 
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KFC Mini Cricket Festival 2018 Report 

This year the annual KFC Mini Cricket festival, hosted by  

Merrifield, took place on 20 March at the Beacon Bay 

Country Club. This is the third festival we have hosted. 

Merrifield, KFC and Border Cricket began our planning 

at the beginning of February. We decided on the date of 

the 16th of March, as most of the school cricket fixtures 

had been played by then. Instead of hosting 12 teams 

from around the East London areas, we decided to host 

16 teams. Unfortunately, due to upgrades happening on 

the Merrifield fields, we had to investigate using the Beacon Bay Country Club cricket pitch.  

As we drew closer to the 16th March the weather forecast was not looking very promising, we had to 

make a call on the 14th March to move the date to the following Tuesday, 20th of March. This change 

of date was a good call as it did rain heavily. Sadly, four of the invited schools could not make it on the 

20th of March and replacements had to be found. 

The 20th of March was a beautiful day and there was a ‘sea of red and white’ on the BBCC cricket 

pitch. Big thanks to KFC for providing T-shirts, cricket hats and socks to each child that played. One 

team unfortunately didn’t make it. Thank you to the KFC and Border Cricket representatives who 

stepped in and played in the place of that team. All teams got to play two cricket matches.  

KFC provided lunch boxes packed with snacks and juice for all the team players. The children enjoyed 

their day and played their matches with enthusiasm. It was a great pleasure to work with Shayna (KFC) 

and MM (Border Cricket) to make this day such a success. 

I look forward to many more KFC Mini Cricket Festivals. – Mrs Sue Prinsloo 

Sports continued…  

CROSS COUNTRY 

21 April: Adam Brown came third in the boys 9 category at 
the Interschools cross country held at Hudson Primary. 

SOCCER 

16 April Soccer U9 vs Southernwood, Merrfield lost 0-2.  
19 April: U11 played Aspiranza, drew 2-2 
U13 vs Aspiranza, Merrifield won 7-0.  

SQUASH 

17 April: Merrifield A vs Stirling B: Merrifield lost 5-14. The 
Merrifield B side beat Dale A 17-3. 

TENNIS 

15 April: Well done to Joseph Townes (U14 boys), Dylan Smith (Men’s open) and Devina Pillay (U14 girls) for win-
ning the East London Mini tennis tournament. Devina has also won the East London Grand Prix tournament, an-
other East London tennis tournament, came out second in the Eastern Province tournament held in PE last term 
and was selected into the South African Tennis Nationals main draw during the school holidays.  

18 April: U13 boys lost 4-1 to Hudson A; beat St John's 3-0; beat Buffalo Flats 1-0.  
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Happy birthday to the following Merrifield staff and students, from 24 March to 20 April: 

Students: Sarah-Jane Marais, Paige Oosthuizen, Samuel Puttergill Lu-

an Fourie, Mila Ferrucci, Aamenah Limbada, Muhammad Bacus, Dan-

ielle Bolarinwa, Erin Ramsay, Jessica Ramsay, Jessica Richards, Jeffin 

Thomas, Kate Wardle, Somila Bottoman, Joel Bosse, Tia Hart, Kyra 

Kockjeu, Ruby Mare, Lara Bruce, Amahle Lusawana, Imbalentle Mati-

so, Esihle Ncwana, Dylan Smith, Kumani Sohaba, Gabriella Stephen, 

Matthew van Harmelen, Jack Wheatley, Mickaylyn August, Karl Walk-

er, Kayla Vorster, Lea Dalgleish, Madison Strydom, Anna-Christina 

Kuchler, Azuzile Mbandazayo, Chloe Pagel, Zoey Thesen, Cameron 

Wicks, Denielle Wittrowski, Madison Goliath, Tannah Whiteley, Sam-

my-Skye Birkhead-Uys, Umar Abbas, Lunathi Makubalo, Claudette 

Ndlovu, Khian Denison, Lungathi Maki, Kubechosi Mazizi, Alyssa 

Miles, Anopa-ishe Muzonzini, Mthawelanga Mboniswa, Lily Scheeld, Harley Sutherland, Andrew Barnard, Jing 

Chen, Coleen Grobler, Alizwa Mntonintshi, Lindelwa Mkumla, Grace Allan, Tasmiyyah Moola, Emma  

Swanepoel, Afika Zundu, Grace Whiteley, Milani Mbetshu, Jeshin Seeraj, Paige Holmes, Liora Jardine, Igor  

Karbowy, Anke de Ridder, Izabella Boonzaaier, Dharshan Naidoo and Ritvick Ramdhayal.  

Staff: Pauline Wetmore, Jill Hobson, Keith Armstrong, Nadia Smith, Susan Jackelman, Gardie Newman,  

Thembakazi Zono, Nomveliso Maneli and Cathy Schwartz. .  

Big smiles in Maths while students play the Superheroes Ratio Game 

New drum kit for the Merrifield musicians 

Admin and Finance dress as cowboys for World Book Day 


