
1 

  Merrifield’s Very Own Newspaper                            www.merrifieldschool.co.za                                            21 September 2018 

From the Executive Head, Dr Guy Hartley 

The winter terms are coming to a close and summer beckons. It has been one of the most successful winter 

sporting seasons for Merrifield ever and our students can be very proud of their achievements. Both our boys’ 

and girls’ hockey teams across the board have never performed better. Our college tennis teams were at their 

peak with the first boys’ team claiming their third national title at the Sun City Private Schools Tournament  

recently. For the first time in our history, we won the Border open mixed doubles league this term with an  

unbeaten run, including a fine win over particularly strong Selborne/Clarendon combinations.  

Into the holidays, it is the turn of the debaters and public speakers to flex their muscle. Merrifield is hosting the 

National Individual Debating and Public Speaking Competition (NIDPSC), which includes top independent 

schools from across South Africa converging on the school. We also have students travelling to Durban to  

participate in the World Scholars’ Cup. In addition, we have our girls’ team participating in the SAASTA National 

Finals in Johannesburg. For those selected to national teams, of which I am convinced we will have some  

students represented, there are opportunities to travel abroad both to Harvard in America and Canada. Our 

students are certainly expanding their reach. Good luck to all of them over the holidays as they perform in  

public across three provinces: KwaZulu-Natal, Gauteng and the Eastern Cape. 

For the rest of us, we will take a much-needed break – it is hard to keep up with these high achievers! Enjoy the 

short holiday, everyone! 

TRAINING: Learning through play has captivated our students this week, from pre-primary to college. Brain 

building activities such as  Tangrams, Engineering, Robotics, Coding and Design using Lego, has stretched minds 

and ignited a passion for thinking outside the box. Thank you, JEFA (Junior Engineers for Africa)!  
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PLANTING HOPE: Merrifield College students planted trees as part of Arbour Week celebrations. Grade 11  

students Colby Weiss, left, and Coleen Grobler do the planting while college students, and Merrifield Executive 

Head Dr Guy Hartley, in the back row, look on. Work on the school’s Northern Campus Sports Precinct is  

continuing in the background. 

Merrifield took part in the annual Big Green Expo that took 

place at Pine Creek, both with entertainment and with a stall 

showcasing our Green efforts. The Green Expo exists to  

educate the public about the impact our choices have on the 

environment. Products and services that are kinder to the 

environment are showcased and provide a platform for like 

minded people to interact is provided.  
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These are just a few examples of the beautiful art work of our College students at the latest East London High 

Schools Exhibition that was on view at Belgravia Art Centre over the past two weeks.  

Afika Xundu Grade 12 

Colleen Grobler Grade 11.3 

Karli de Ridder Grade 10 

Lindelwa Mkumla Grade 10 
Talitha Stapelberg Grade 10 

Hannah Toogood Grade 12 

Erin-Rose Handley Grade 10 
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Heritage Day is a South African public holiday celebrated on 24 September. On this day, South Africans 

across the spectrum are encouraged to celebrate their culture and the diversity of their beliefs and  

traditions, in the wider context of a nation that belongs to all its people and includes the whole nation.  

Source: https://en.wikipedia.org 

Heritage Day 

2018 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Africa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Public_holidays_in_South_Africa
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Prep School Spring Picnic 
What perfect weather to enjoy a Spring picnic on the school fields today! 
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Seven Merrifield Prep School students 

were invited to the recent Nelson  

Mandela Metro University (NMMU) maths 

fun day, and all seven were placed in the 

top 30 in the Eastern Cape in the Maths in 

Action Olympiad. Special congratulations 

to Alexis Beau, front right, who was the 

first placed Grade 6 learner in the Eastern 

Cape. Well done! 

Merrifield Grade 5s enjoyed an honest, fun and dynamic talk given by Cillian Ryan from Tribal as he shared his journey as an 

entrepreneur! This forms part of the Merrifield iCreate curriculum, teaching students to think outside the box. 

 
Grade 4 students from schools around East London came to Merrifield last week to work together to solve maths problems 

in a fun way as part of the annual MerriMaths Mix.  

Budding  

entrepreneurs 

from grade 5  

enjoyed  

marketing and 

selling their 

products to their 

fellow students.  
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On a blustery cool morning on 8 September, 36 young  

Merrifielders embarked on a fun filled adventure. The two-week 

training time at school was about to be put to test. 

Adventure racing is a multi-discipline endurance sport where com-

petitors compete in teams of four, navigating from check point to 

check point in a number of disciplines. 

From our little grade 1s 

(6kms) to our bigger 

grade 5s (12kms), our 

adventurers enjoyed being outdoors, working together as a team to 

make decisions, were kind and helpful to each other and of course had 

a whole lot of fun. The race started on Yellow Sands beach, took them 

to Glen Eden, then into a transition zone and onto their bikes. Always 

carrying their passport, where different check points and obstacles had 

to be marked off. 

The team learnt that each person had something to contribute to the 

success of getting to the finish line and that you are only as fast as your 

weakest link. Encouraging support from the parents and spectators 

helped our special young superstars get to the finish line with a smile 

on their face and plenty of stories to tell. 

Congratulations to our team 

consisting of Blake Brown, 

Blake Snyman, Madison Goliath and Alison Wheatley for finishing third, in 

a podium position, in the Grade 5 category. 

To all of our students. You were all winners and I hope that you enjoyed 

the experience and will be back for more in the coming years. Thanks to 

all parents and teachers for their support and assistance in giving these 

children another special childhood memory. – Debbie Lacey 

Adventure race 2018 at Yellowsands  

Mrs Nadia Smith is urgently needing volunteers to 

help with the upcoming annual Independent 

School’s NATIONAL INDIVIDUAL DEBATING AND 

PUBLIC SPEAKING. This takes place between 29 

September and 2 October, and Merrifield is 

hosting. For further information, contact Nadia on 

nsmith@mpsc.co.za or 073 193 1850.   
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Happy birthday to the following Merrifield staff and students,  

from 8 September to 21 September:  

Students: Albara Asholi, Scott Barrow, Erin Farley, Ncgali Jafta, Hlonela 

Mrwetyana, Kelly Perks, Keegan Hempel, Bradley Wicks, Unika Lukhozi, 

Isinamva Mayekiso, Blake Snyman, Tiara Keen, Ciara Kemp, Patrick 

Nannt, Ilitha Fani, Damian Jackelman, Samuel Townes, Asande Mkhize, 

Amy Thomson, Tayla Franken, Ben Viljoen, Mangena Mayekiso, Ambesi-

we Ndzimela and Yanelisa Sishuba.  

Staff: Jonno Neethling, Kim Johnson, Siyabonga Magubane, Caryn  

Lategan, Gareth van Harmelen, Siza Dyibana and Isobel Louw.  

Merrifield Grade 9 

student Zoë Steyn 

is currently in  

Japan surfing for 

South Africa.  She 

was on the front 

page of the  

newspaper this 

week, clearly  

making waves in 

this competitive 

sport. We are 

proud of you! 

Vuyelwa Ncamiso bought her beautiful baby 

girl, Zos, to school to visit while on maternity 

leave. Congratulations!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to the following  

Merrifield College students for their 

achievements at the recent De Beers 

English Olympiad 2018.  

Danah Clark: Gold; Sofia Olivier: Silver; 

Madhia Shabir: Merit; Siobhan Barry: 

Merit; Britney Schroeder: Merit; Natalie 

Taylor: Silver; and Dietmar Welz: Silver.  

Letter of Appreciation…  

To the Educators and Pupils and Merrifield School 

We acknowledge with sincere appreciation the generous donation of 

Dog food received at the East London SPCA. 

We will be able to use this for the animals in our care many thanks 

for your kind assistance this helps us with our 

endeavours to prevent animal cruelty and enable us to reach out to 

the next generation of animal owners 

with a message of responsible pet care. 

Your assistance is much appreciated. 

Kind Regards, 

Yvonne Campbell 

SPCA - East London 


