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From the Executive Head, Dr Guy Hartley 

After consultations with staff, students and the Board, and a subsequent strategic planning day facilitated by 

Carey-Lyn Kurten from Mila (offered pro bono at no charge to the school for which we are greatly appreciative), 

the Board of Governors have outlined the key strategic goals for the school over the next five years as the 

school continues to enhance its educational offering and develop its facilities. The key strategic goals for 2019-

2023 have been articulated as follows:  

* To offer a quality, progressive and leading edge education 

* To recruit and retain high quality educators 

* To complete and consolidate the 778 Plan 

* To expand the school’s all-round offering while creating centres of excellence 

* To entrench Transformation and Diversity 

* To secure and further entrench a strong financial and brand position for the school 

* To retain and enhance the nurturing, caring environment 

This strategic plan for the next five years is primarily framed within the previous 778 plan. The intention is to 

reach the maximum number of 778 students by 2021 with 3 classes per grade in the college and 2 classes per 

grade in the pre-primary and prep. At 778 students, we will have reached our capacity. Key themes of the new 

plan include a focus on 21st century skills and technology with an emphasis on innovation, creativity and critical 

thinking; the arts and cultural side of the school receive closer attention following the previous plan’s emphasis 

on the sports precinct; and concepts of equity, inclusivity, diversity and transformation are crucial to the new 

strategic plan. Effectively the plan seeks to consolidate our gains and address areas requiring specific attention 

as the school seeks to establish its reputation further into the future and improve on the educational resourcing 

and facilities. As in the past, these strategic initiatives have served the school well and the new plan is sure to 

take Merrifield to very strong levels of academic, cultural and sporting delivery in the next five years.  
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The Merrifield Astro on the Northern Campus is nearing completion, and looking absolutely stunning! 

A huge thanks to all Parents, Students, Teachers and Friends of Merrifield for  

contributions to the Gift of a Tree project. Over R24 000 was fundraised. This  

exceeded our expectation  and provides a great start to the vegetation rehabilita-

tion which is now required.  The funds will be used to purchase young indigenous 

water-wise trees  which will be planted throughout the Northern Sports  

Development, as soon as the relevant slopes have been grassed and stabilised.  

The planting will be done according to a professional planting plan  developed for 

the school by a professional Landscape Designer.   Most donations were made for 

specific trees, including Yellowwoods (Tree of the Year 2018), Coral Trees,  Cabbage 

Tree, Cape Chestnut , Cape Holly, Crossberry,  Forest Boerbean, Karee, Ngwenya, 

Waterberry,  White Ironwood, White Pear, White stinkwood and Wild Olive.  The 

replacement of these trees in cleared or engineered (formerly-natural) areas is also 

a legal requirement.  The project is a great way to teach students about the  

importance of replanting indigenous vegetation, and how this can enhance a built 

environment.  

Although we are not able to acknowledge individual donors on each tree planted, a 

name board will be erected in the School Hall or in the new clubhouse in due course 

for this purpose. Thanks again to all who participated in the project! – Dr Mandy Uys 
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After hearing of the release of the recent climate change document (released by the Intercontinental Panel on 

Climate Change), a group of Grade 8 girls formed a Climate Change action group called, ‘New Minds’. They have 

some awesome plans for 2019! 

Grade 3 

Fraction 

Fun! 
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Beading for a Cause 

The Grade 6 and 7 Eco Club made 112 bracelets for 

Buckaroo, as well as pine cone trees which were sold at 

the Garden Show over the past weekend. Thank you to 

Wendy Benito from Buckaroo for assisting the students. 

We love helping this project and supporting all the 

work they do for dogs in need. 

Well done Grade 9 student Asande Mkhize for 

a great performance at the recent Border 

Karting event, where he was awarded first 

place in his category.  

Important Notice about 2019 term dates. 

Please take note that Merrifield’s start date for 2019 will 

differ from the Department of Education schools.  

Merrifield opens for staff on 14 January 2019,  

and students return to school on Tuesday 15 January.  

Please visit the school’s website 

www.merrifieldschool.co.za for the detailed notice.  
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Happy birthday to the following Merrifield staff and students, from 27 October 9 November:  

Students: Alulwandle Kwetana, Lauren Stone, Marie-Cathrin Werling, Imaan Badat, 

Gary Osner, Mohammad Shabir, Gizelle Swanepoel, Athenkosi Ngcebetsha, Keegan 

Krummeck, Zivelile Mashaba, Georgina Waechter, Isabella Whittington, Nhalo Nogela, 

Buhle Nojoko, Luke Ansell, Charis Mosehana, Colby Weiss, Catherine Bruce, Khaya 

Sakawuli, Matthew Stone, Zoe Steyn, Alexandros Ioannides, Libhongo Madolo and 

Liyema Mema.  

Staff: Tammy Hofart, Zeni Williams-Jones, Kerry Belgrove, Morgan Johnston and  

Nomaphelo Sonnia Majezi.  

Find Merrifield College on Facebook or visit the school’s 

website on www.merrifieldschool.co.za for more news and 

photos.  

Remember to bring in your  

Merriboxes to bless the children of 

King’s Children’s Home and the  

Grade Rs at Noncedo Primary, Ducats 

North. Information would have gone 

out to Prep School children; enquire 

at reception for more details.  


