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The 17th annual KFC Merrifield Mile, which took place on Sunday, 17 February, at Wriggleswade 

Dam, was a great success. Pictures and report on page 2.  

Message from the Executive Head, Dr Guy Hartley 

Thank you to the entire Merrifield community for a really fantastic KFC Merrifield Mile last week. A big 

thank you to all the families who travelled out to Wriggleswade to support the event.  

The weather played its part to contribute to, what was indeed, a “Magnificent Merrifield Mile”.  

For me, the professionalism evident in the running of the Mile was a clear indication of the institutional 

strength and capacity we have here at Merrifield to administer successfully such a high-profile, sporting 

event. I am especially grateful to all the teaching staff, ground staff and cleaning staff, who worked  

together to pull off such a memorable occasion.  

In particular, Tracey Mangold as the event organiser and Debbie Lacey as the co-ordinator of the day  

itself, are to be applauded for overseeing the smooth running of the Mile with such care, passion and 

precision – a truly remarkable feat! The Mile is clearly a featured event on the sporting calendar and  

reflects very well on our school as a whole in the nurturing, competent and family-oriented way in which 

it is administered. There is no doubt that it brings a great deal of goodwill to Merrifield.  
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A new champion emerged in the KFC Merrifield Mile flagship  
distance at this year’s event on Sunday, 17 February, at  
Wriggleswade Dam. 

Crowds turned out to support around 850 swimmers who took 
part in the four events on offer at the 17th edition of the popular 
swimming festival – the 1.6km Mile, the 500m Dash, the  
Terraforce 250m and the fun KFC Splash. 

In the absence of last year’s winner, Kyle Holmes, who dominated 
the 1.6km distance event over the past three years, it was Alfonso 
Janse Van Rensburg who took top honours as overall winning male 
in the Mile event, in a time of 21 minutes, 58 seconds. The matric 
student’s time was well ahead of second placed male swimmer 
Bevan Manson, who was the first veteran swimmer over the finish 
line in a time of 23m18s. Manson has won the 1.6km event in  
previous years. 

“The swim was very good and it’s been great to finally win the 
Merrifield Mile,” van Rensburg said. 

Third swimmer in the 1.6km event overall and first junior female 
was Tayla Botha, a Grade 11 club swimmer who is one to watch in 
Open Water swimming. 

“The swim was very nice,” she said. “The water was a bit choppy 
but other than that it was really good, I enjoyed it.” 

In the 500m Dash event Alex Goddard won in a time of 7m21s,  
followed by Merrifield College student Joshua Emslie in a time of 
7m33s. In the female 500m Dash category, perennial favourite 
Chloe Velde took top honours in a time of 7m35s, chased by 
Minique Compaan who finished in 7m37s. 

Overall winner in the Terraforce 25m was Keagen Wade in a flash 
of 3m45s, followed by Jordan Vogel in second place (3m49s). Tsedi 
Thunza was first female home in 4m02s, followed by Kelly Sparg in 
a time of 4m04s. 

Hosted by Merrifield Preparatory School and College, this year  
organisers partnered with lead sponsor KFC. 

“It’s been fantastic for KFC to be a part of the Merrifield Mile,” KFC 
Baobab Khulisani Principal Operator and Director Grant Wheatley 
said. “We have seen so many people come out to be with their 
families to have a good time, in or out of the water. It’s been a 
wonderful partnership.” 

For results, visit www.merrifieldmile.co.za. 
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Real and virtual worlds collided in the iCreate  

classroom this week, captivating the Grade 5s’ 

attention. They enjoyed an introduction to  

augmented reality using Merge Cubes. 

22 February 

Anna Boon (1H): For her beautiful drawings and trying hard in class.  

Inathi Mkondweni (1TH): For trying his best in all he does and for good 

manners.  

Emihle Sokudela (2R): For the enthusiasm she displays towards her 

school work and for being a kind friend.  

Yeshveer Mahabir (2L): For always giving of his best in class and his impeccable manners.  

Rana Tolu (3P): For her helpfulness and diligence in all that she does.  

Elethu Mkondweni (3V): For going “above and beyond” in all that he does.  

iCreate  

creative work 
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New woodwind students unpacking their brand new saxes and flutes today. The school has purchased 

these to hire out to students. So much excitement!   

Congratulations to our Merrifield Grade 2-3 team who took joint first place with Stirling at the recent SACEE English 

spelling challenge! 
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Grade 6 Entrepreneur’s Day 

28 February 2019 
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Grade 9 Natural 

sciences pupils 

have been  

learning how to 

use the  

microscope, 

working  

individually to 

make their own 

slides. 

Matric Science students have been investigating momentum in the science laboratories.  

Grade 10 students 

Yusuf Peer and David 

Weber celebrated their 

16th birthdays in the 

“traditional” science 

way.  
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Merrifield College 1st Team Hockey Boys looking very smart in their sponsored kit from TK. Thank you for the sponsor-

ship. May the kit bring the boys fantastic luck this season! 

SURFERS MARATHON 

23 Feb: Congratulations to all the Merrifield staff and students 

who took part in the Surfers Marathon events; especially to Grade 

2 teacher Caryn Lategan for winning the female category of the 

10km event in a time of 48minutes44seconds. 

TENNIS 

22-23 Feb: Grade 9 student Joseph Townes placed second in the 

U16 section of a TSA tennis tournament in Cape Town. Well done! 

22 Feb: Tennis boys U15 vs Hudson Park, Merrifield won 6-0. 

22 Feb: Prep A league tennis beat Hudson 6-0; B league beat Hudson 6-0; U10 vs Stirling B: 3-3. 

WATERPOLO 

21 Feb: Prep waterpolo team drew with Selborne 5-5. 

22-23 Feb: Merrifield College hosted a fine inaugural 

Friendship Cup at the Debbie Lacey Pool Complex, 

drawing teams from as far afield as Port Elizabeth. 

Merrifield won the cup on the basis of the U15s win-

ning their section and the 1st team coming second in 

their section. Results: Merrifield 1st vs Hudson won 3-

2; vs Alex Road lost 4-9; vs Queens won 18-0; vs Port Rex won 11-3; vs 

Woodridge won 4-1 vs 

Merrifield 2nd won 8-2. Merrifield U15A vs Port Rex won 19-0; vs 

Woodridge won 6-1; vs Merrifield U15b won 15-0. Merrifield 2nd 

beat Hudson Park 4-2; beat Woodridge 5-4; beat Port Rex 11-1, 

beat Queens 17-0; lost to Alex Road 2-8; lost to Merrifield 1st 2-8. 

Merrifield U15B beat Port Rex 11-1; lost to Woodridge 0-9; and 

lost to Merrifield U15A 0-15.   
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Sport continued… 

HOCKEY 

22 February: U13 boys played 5s hockey at Clarendon. Merrifield vs Invitation team: 2-2; Merrifield vs Hudson 3-0 

loss. 

SWIMMING 

23 February: Grade 12 student Joshua Emslie competed in the Grand Prix gala in Stellenbosch. The gala included 

top swimmers from Denmark and some African countries. Joshua advanced to the mens’ finals in the 50m and 

100m breaststroke. In the 50m he finished 4th, improving his own Border record (the race won by Denmark’s na-

tional record holder). In the 100m he finished 6th, and in so doing broke the Border record set 26 years ago by 

former Olympian Brett Peterson 

GOLF 

8 February: Grade 4 student Heath Vallance took part in the Border Junior Golf Tournament (Novice Section) and 

placed 3rd for the day.The next leg of the tournament continues on 28 April at Olivewood Estate. 

CRICKET 

20 February: Senior cricket vs Cambridge: Cambridge batted first and were bowled all out for 70. Merrifield fol-

lowed and won the game by 8 wickets, scoring 71. Adrian Mills scored 54 runs. 

12 Feb: Merrifield U9 team lost by 8 runs against Beaconhurst and won by 12 runs against Lilyfontein. 

19 Feb: Merrifield U9 team won by 16 runs against King’s College 4 and lost by 12 runs against King’s College 3. 

20 Feb: Merrifield U13 cricket boys beat Crewe by 82 runs. Merrifield 153/7 (Mdanda 62, Mtha 54*) Crewe 71/8 

(Sipho 3 wickets, Mtha 2 wickets) 

22 Feb: Merrifield U11 cricket vs King’s College. Merrifield lost by 17 runs. 

Merrifield Grade 1s and 2s enjoyed a fun gala on 22 February at the Debbie Lacey Swimming Complex at the school.  
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Staff profiles 

Jen Bryson Moorcroft is a playwright, director and drama 

teacher based in East London. She is passionate about using 

drama to make a difference, both for the actors and the  

audience. She loves working with actors of different ages, 

backgrounds and abilities. 

Jen writes and directs local stories full of authenticity,  

humour and heart – stories that go beyond the stage. She 

completed her Masters in Drama at Rhodes University in 

2018. Her play, The Danger of Sugar, placed 6th in the  

International New Visions New Voices Competition. She also 

wrote the screenplay for A Narrow Path, a feature-length 

film released in 2017. She has written and directed many 

successful original productions including Unstoppable,  

Breaking George, A Whale of a Tale, Hold For Release and 

The Last Straw. 

She is currently writing the Merrifield School production for 

2019 as well as being busy with rehearsals for a new social 

justice theatre production called #Blessed. 

The Merrifield Culture Department is excited to have Jen on 

board! - Marc Williams 

Una Driver Boon is no stranger to the magical world of music. She is a 

third generation music teacher and quite clearly comes from a music-

loving family. She began piano and violin lessons at an early age and, as 

well as successfully completing many exams and eisteddfods, enjoyed 

playing throughout her school years in both the East Rand Youth Or-

chestra and the Witwatersrand Youth Orchestra in Johannesburg, being 

appointed leader of the latter in Matric. 

At the age of sixteen, she was selected to perform as a soloist with the 

Johannesburg Symphony Orchestra, and in the same year to be a mem-

ber of the National Youth Concert Orchestra. Una went on to play in 

many ensembles at Rhodes University, and also sang in the Rhodes University Chamber Choir and in the 

Bishops University Choir in Canada, while on an exchange programme. 

After spending ten years teaching in the UK, Una has settled in East London. Not only is she passionate 

about teaching music at Merrifield Prep and College, she also enjoys performing in various shows and 

events in and around East London as a soloist. She is also part of East London's only string quartet 

'16Strings'. 

Una is another passionate music teacher and performer, imparting her skills at Merrifield. We are  

delighted to have her on board in the Merrifield Culture Department! - Marc Williams 
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Happy birthday to the following Merrifield staff and students, from 14 February to 1 March:  

Students: Neo Jordaan, Trent Pillay, 

Daniel van Rensburg, Ahmad Zaman, 

Nokwanda Zwane, Diego Blignaut, 

Lisakhanya Nqabeni, Emihle Rayi, 

Megan Waechter, Skye Bosazza,  

Andreas Ioannides, Isiphosethu  

Gaula, Tyler Giese-Scott, Adam 

Springfield, Aviwe Jadezweni, Alexis 

Beau, Montso Kabeli, Tristan Muller, 

Nathan Muzorewa, Qawe Nosindwa, 

Andrew Petzer, Hope da Silva, Amohelang Ncana, Kate Braun, Riley Johnson, Yeshveer Mahabir, Inga 

Wait, Regan Minty, Kelly Sparg, Zazi Bikitsha, Carina Steytler, Koena Yokwana and Noah Ciganek.  

Staff: Charene Harris, Aline Driessel, Maureen Giba, Joy Ridgard and Sizwe Maxasi.  

Mrs Isobel Louw 

treated the staff to 

some delicious milk 

tart and the  

Grade 4-6 students 

made some during 

their Afrikaans lesson 

on   

National Milk Tart 

Day,  

27 February. 


