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EXECUTIVE HEAD’S MESSAGE 
DR GUY HARTLEY 

INTRODUCTION
For a second year, the Covid-19 pandemic has had another significant 
and widespread impact on schooling at Merrifield.  The effects 
have been diverse – both ambiguous and contradictory: clarifying 
strengths, yet revealing areas for improvement; accelerating change 
in certain instances, yet slowing down developments in other areas; 
offering opportunities yet opening up new threats at the same time.  
Together the Merrifield community has navigated the pervasive 
challenges of the times remarkably well to ensure fundamentally that 
the core business of quality academic learning remains on track.  As 
a collective, the school has emerged stronger through these trying 
circumstances in my opinion.  This report reflects on the past year 
through the lens of Covid-19 as the key disruptor over the course of 
2021.

ACADEMICS
Stripped down to the essentials in the face of Covid with various 
restrictions to both the academic and extra-mural programmes over 
the last year, the school has displayed its academic core strength.  
Whether online, in person or hybrid academic programmes, as the 
circumstances have required, the school has been quick to deliver 
with no loss of teaching time or falling behind the curriculum.  

Teachers have shown their academic agility, moving proactively and 
with alacrity between the diverse teaching domains.  They have rallied 
with passion, commitment and collaboration to meet the demands of 
the changing didactic requirements and are to be highly commended 
for maintaining a quality academic programme in difficult conditions.

The matric results, IEB and IBT assessments have been important 
indicators to benchmark our students’ academic performances over 
the last year.  In the context of unprecedented challenges, our results 
have been well in line with the academic outcomes of previous years 
– if not better in some cases.  

For a second year running, the matric class attained not only a 100% 
pass rate, but also a 100% bachelor degree pass in 2020 with one 
of the highest distinction rates as yet achieved.  We had our students 
achieving high averages in the IEB and IBT assessments comparable 
to top-performing independent schools both in South Africa and 
abroad.  If anything, I would argue that the school’s academic 
reputation has been enhanced during the pandemic in revealing 
Merrifield’s unswerving commitment to academics and displaying the 
quality, care and skills of its teaching staff.

|    This page is sponsored by Drs Bacus & Peer
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TECHNOLOGY
More than anything the pandemic has brought home the importance of 
technology in education towards facilitating and bolstering academic 
programmes.  The fact that Merrifield made important strides with 
iPad technology and a campus-wide Wi-Fi network prior to the 
pandemic, allowed the school to transition reasonably smoothly to the 
requirements of online and hybrid forms of learning.  Staff technology 
skills have advanced exponentially during this period and the school 
has harnessed this capacity with skills courses, webinars and remote 
learning, which teachers have embraced encouragingly to enhance 
their academic delivery.

With the focus on technology, the school has made a concerted 
effort this year to upgrade its computer infrastructure and broader 
IT network on campus.  The school has moved to a dedicated fibre 
connection with much-improved bandwidth and speed.  The new prep 
computer lab was completed with a modern configuration and brand 
new PCs.  The college computer lab is about to undergo a similar 
upgrade.  Staff iPads are in the process of being upgraded along with 
the introduction of Apple Pencils to improve classroom teaching.  Staff 
PCs in the individual classrooms and staff computer lab are also being 
upgraded, together with a gradual laptop roll out to individual staff 
just begun.

The targeted values of innovation and creativity have also shown 
advances this year via iCreate lessons and a focus on 21st century 
skills in Design and Technology.  Through a partnership with Inspire 
Africa, the school has acquired drones and 3D printers to teach a 
creative curriculum imparting coding skills and 21st century design 
approaches.

STAFF/STUDENT WELL-BEING
The pandemic has also highlighted the need for schools to place close 
attention to issues of staff and student socio-emotional well-being.  
While some students have shown great fortitude and resilience, and 
coped well in the face of adversity, others have struggled in adapting to 
the changes and presented with mental health concerns. Our trained 
counsellors, together with the wider teaching staff, have rallied to offer 
emotional support to our students and provided reinforcement and 

consolidation, when required, with academic support programmes.  
The school has worked with ISASA in particular in offering training 
and mental health workshops online for our broader community of 
parents, staff and students.

Merrifield has recognised the need for more formalized student 
support services to be available on campus in line with the school’s 
strategic imperatives.  To this end, the school has appointed a full-
time prep remedial therapist and counsellor for next year.  It will be 
the role of the incumbent to develop a whole-school, support services 
department, which will include a full-time educational psychologist 
on campus working alongside our trained teacher counsellors.  A 
dedicated facility for psychological services and relevant therapies 
is also in the process of being designed to be readily available and 
accessible to our community.

TRANSFORMATION, ANTI-RACISM AND DIVERSITY
The pandemic has brought to the fore issues of social inequality and 
discrimination as highlighted by the Black Lives Matter movement in 
the US. Such strong anti-racism movements have had a marked effect 
on South African schools.  At Merrifield there has been a determined 
call to combat all forms of racism, discrimination and prejudice – 
whether overt or subtle, conscious or unconscious.  Forums have 
been held to air grievances and uncover unconscious bias.  The 
school has supported the formation of an African Society to foster 
conversations from an African perspective.  A Student Transformation 
and Diversity Committee has also been established to address issues 
of anti-racism, cultural respect and appreciation at the school.  The 
student committee has met with the Board’s Transformation and 
Diversity Committee towards dealing with the key goals of diversity 
as outlined in the Strategic Plan of 2018-2023.  The school has also 
made concerted efforts to Africanise the curriculum where possible 
and promoted the important place of the indigenous isiXhosa language 
and culture at the school.

In this way, the school is committed to cementing a strong anti-
discriminatory and culturally respectful stance at Merrifield.  Students 
are encouraged to develop social values of broad-mindedness, 
historical awareness, social responsibility and compassion in 

This page is sponsored by BP Peer group of  companies    |
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preparation for a culturally diverse, democratic South Africa and a 
complex heterogeneous world.  Rather than being destructive and 
divisive in a woke and anti-establishment way to force change, 
students are encouraged to build our community by having a voice, 
by being heard, by working together to establish deeper cultural 
understandings and social connections towards fostering stronger 
social cohesion at the school.

SPORT AND CULTURAL ACTIVITIES
The extra-mural programme has for a second year been seriously 
restricted by the DBE’s Covid regulations.  At the same time, the 
pandemic has highlighted the importance of extra-murals and a 
rounded education for the personal and collective well-being of our 
students.  Where possible, we have tried to open up activities for our 
students as much as possible.  The school has managed to arrange 
competitive sports matches within the Covid protocols where workable 
and offered a range of cultural, debating, dramatic and musical 
opportunities and competitions online.  There has been excellent 
student participation in our team sports with our hockey, soccer, 
netball and waterpolo teams showing good promise.  The highlight 
must be our silver medal at the recent Co-ed waterpolo tournament 
at Kingswood for our outstanding boys’1st team.  Individuals have 
also had great success this year, despite the pandemic restrictions, 
to achieve at the top levels in chess, debating, drama, surfing, tennis, 
gymnastics, dance and art – as evidenced in the pages of this 
yearbook.  A highlight must be the first and third places of Inga Wait 
and Mbutokazi Mavuso respectively in the virtual NIDPSC debating 
finals.  As such, they will both represent South Africa at the World 
competition next year.

The school is making important strides with its extra-mural offering.  
The present expansion of our sporting and cultural facilities, together 
with the employment of professional coaches and personnel, is 

certainly having the effect of developing our students’ skills and 
abilities substantially.  This is being evidenced in our increasingly 
competitive results across all disciplines.

SCHOOL INFRASTRUCTURE AND FINANCE
The pandemic has certainly had the effect of curtailing planned capital 
development at Merrifield, especially during the course of 2020.  In the 
midst of lockdown, it was considered financially prudent to hold back 
any major projects in 2020.  This has allowed for the school to be in a 
much stronger financial position for campus development in 2021. My 
heartfelt thanks to the parent body for making the payment of school 
fees a priority while facing difficult economic circumstances.  The 
school as a result has been able to embark on capital infrastructure 
projects during the course of 2021 (delayed since March 2020), 
including the new music centre (a sizeable classroom, ensemble 
room and 3 practice rooms), sports facilities (4 netball/tennis courts, 
3 cricket nets and a field pitch) and a dedicated prep science lab.  
These facilities will all be ready for use in January 2022 – if not 
sooner.  The school is also exploring solar options for an electricity 
supply upgrade, as well as engaging in technology upgrades as 
discussed earlier.

CONCLUSION
Clearly schooling at Merrifield has once again been seriously 
impacted by the pandemic this year.  Our priority has been to keep 
our students safe and our campus free from an outbreak of infections, 
while delivering a quality academic programme that stays on track.  
My thanks to a very proactive and committed staff, who have shown 
ingenuity and resilience in achieving this important objective.  As a 
community, we have weathered some major challenges and are on 
track to make strong strides as an organisation once more as we look 
ahead to a post-Covid world into the future.

|    This page is sponsored by Strata Financial Services
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If one considers that Merrifield was founded 
in 1997 with only 52 pupils; it is safe to say 
that we have come a long way since those 
rather humble beginnings.  The school in 
2021 would be virtually unrecognizable to 
those first pupils, with amazing facilities and 
developments. However, one thing that has 
remained consistent is the wonderful caring 
and supportive ethos of the school.  

The Founders must have given deep 
thought to the school’s motto of Astra 
Petentes, which, loosely translated from 
Latin means “reach for the stars”.  I’m not 
sure how many of you may remember the 
television programme “Pop Shop”, where 
the presenter, David Gresham, used to finish 
the show with the line “Keep your feet on the 
ground and reach for the stars”.  This line 
is most apt for our school as we encourage 
our children to reach for the stars, but ensure 
that they remain well-grounded and mindful 
of their environment, whether it be social, 
community or natural.

I’m sure that we are all suffering from 
Covid-19 fatigue, particularly when the 
pandemic is used as a silver bullet to excuse 
lack of performance or service delivery.  One 
certainly cannot ignore the negative impact 
that it has had on our lives, but it is refreshing 
to report that Merrifield has more than risen 
to the occasion and has maintained an 
astonishing level of performance despite 
the circumstances. Merrifield Staff had 
to reinvent the way they taught virtually 
overnight (and during the school holidays), 
yet they still managed to produce excellent 

BOARD CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
RICHARD JARDINE

results at the end of 2020.  Dr Guy Hartley and his staff are to be congratulated on a fantastic 
effort.  

Our objective as a school is to achieve a numerical target of 778 pupils.  This year, with 757 
pupils as of March 2021, we are fast approaching this target.

Due to the economic uncertainty in 2020, a number of capital projects were put on hold.  
However, thanks to the parent body, who in general continued to pay their school fees, as well 
as shrewd financial management, we finished the financial year in a sound financial position.  
This has enabled us to give the green light to ongoing capital projects.  You will have noted 
the beginning of construction of the tennis and netball courts as well as the cricket nets on 
the sports campus.  We have also approved the music Centre and the Preparatory’s science 
laboratory. 

Being a relatively young school, we are still developing our traditions.  This gives us the ability 
to be dynamic and agile without being mired in sometimes archaic traditions.  We have, under 
the Board’s supervision, formed a transformation committee which engages with pupils and 
discusses and attempts to resolve potential issues. 

We have also created an IT sub-committee of the Board, as one thing that the lockdown has 
reaffirmed is the importance of Information-Technology.  We are planning to create a SMART 
school to utilize the most innovative technology and enhance our offering to both pupils and 
staff. 

With the unstable electricity supply we are also looking at alternative power sources to 
supplement the existing supply.

We have been most fortunate to have extremely talented and dedicated individuals who have 
made themselves available on the Board.  I would like to take the opportunity to thank each 
of the members of the Board who have given their valuable time over the past year. Special 
mention must be made of Chris Rance, who has served on the Board tirelessly for the past 
eight years, both as a Board Member and as the Chair.  His experience in business and financial 
management has helped the school achieve many of its goals.  Gavin Ramsay’s term has come 
to an end and he is not standing for re-election.  He has contributed significantly to the Board 
with his sound business and investment acumen. It is reassuring to know that we will still be 
able to lean on them for their wisdom from time to time.

We are fortunate to have two new Board Members who have made themselves available for 
the board, Pumza Kunjulwa and Bartek Karbowy. They have already brought renewed vigour 
and energy to our meetings. 
   
We will continue to strive to meet the 7 strategic goals which have been identified.  It is 
worthwhile to reiterate these as follows: 
• Offer a quality, progressive and leading-edge education;
• Recruit and retain high-quality educators;
• Complete and consolidate project 778;
• Expand our all-round offering while creating centres of excellence;
• Entrench transformation and diversity;
• Secure and further entrench a strong financial and brand position 
 for the school; and
• Retain and enhance the nurturing, caring environment. 

This page is sponsored by Strata Financial Services    |
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We recently met as a Board to reaffirm our commitment to these goals.  It is pleasing to note that we have been able to achieve many of these 
goals and put measures in place to achieve those which we still need to attain.  
It is always a bittersweet time of the year as the Grade 12s prepare for their final examinations and the next chapter in their lives. I have no 
doubt that their time at Merrifield will equip them to make a positive contribution to society. They, in turn, will have left their mark on the school, 
and we will be richer for having had them with us. I wish them everything of the best with their examinations and am sure that their hard work 
will reap positive results.     

  
BOARD OF GOVERNORS 2021/2022
Board Chairman:  Richard Jardine 

Executive Head:  Dr Guy Hartley

Deputy Head, College:  Bridget Fielding

Prep Head:  Debbie Lacey

Business Manager:  Adele Waechter

Staff Rep:  Di Bossè

Staff Rep:  Marc Williams

Education:  Vuyo Sikwebu

Campus Development:  William Martinson

General: Andrew Murray

 Craig Tyzack

 Kyle Arumugam

 Ncedo Mkondweni

 Pumza Kunjulwa

 Bartek Karbowy

|    This page is sponsored by Strata Financial Services
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In 2021, construction of various capital projects on the Merrifield main 
campus and Northern Sports Campus was ongoing, with facilities 
nearing completion at a rapid rate. 

Over the course of the year, the following projects have been 
undertaken: 

·  Tennis courts, netball courts, cricket nets and a cricket pitch at the 
 Northern Sports Campus, alongside the two Soccer Fields, Astro 
 and clubhouse; 

·  Upgrade and enlargement of Prep Computer Lab;

· Revamping of the College Art Classroom; 

· Construction of a Prep Science Laboratory; 

· Improvement to various circulation paths around the campus; and  

· Construction of a large Music Classroom, Ensemble Room and  
 three Practice Rooms adjacent to the existing Drama Classroom,  
 for the enhancement of Merrifield’s musical offering. 

CAMPUS DEVELOPMENT

This page is sponsored by Strata Financial Services    |
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SRC

During these uncertain times, we have been 
so grateful for the opportunities available 
and have strived to kindle a spirit for action. 
These extraordinary times have shown us 
the importance of a more united, motivated 
Merrifield that is less isolated (metaphorically 
of course) from the world that keenly awaits 
us. In January we began our journey with 
an SRC orientation day, where we began to 
visualise the goals and aspirations we had 
for 2021. We set out bright-eyed and bushy-
tailed with the dreams of igniting school 

spirit, transforming our tuck shop, creating 
a positive impression on the grade 8s, 
expanding Merrifield’s cyberspace, kindling 
interaction and of course creating a space 
for productive and honest discourse. 

The definite highlight was the grade 8 
orientation week which set a humorous and 
light-hearted precedent for 2021. Grade 8s 
were required to carry and care for a baby 
potato. This week came to an end as the SRC 
joined the Grade 8s on the astro to teach 

Front row (Left to right): Neve Hayman, Mitha Somana, Lea Heyns, Mbutokazi Mavuso, 

Yusuf Peer and Megan Waechter. 

Middle: Keelan Hartley, Oliver Jonas, Matthew van Harmelen, Pippa Sparg and Gareth van Harmelen. 

Back: Ongeziwe Gobongwana, James Ford, David Weber and Hlomla Henna. 

Inset: Pooja Vijay and Amy Swart. 

the Grade 8s the school song and kindle 
school spirit. This general spirit was carried 
throughout the year with war cry sessions 
led by the SRC in individual classes. These 
extraordinary times have shown us the 
importance of appreciating the people we 
love. Staying true to this the SRC got busy 
with a safe and heartfelt rose exchange on 
Valentines Day. However leadership extends 
beyond the bounds of Merrifield, and the 
SRC has teamed up with POP in order to 
give back to the larger community, such as 
the African Angel Trust. This space extends 
further onto Instagram where we launched 
a page tailored more toward younger 
generations. Our final SRC assembly with 
the matrics was particularly memorable with 
interclass competitions. However, the smaller 
interactive assemblies with classes allowed 
for deeper conversations and smaller games 
that allowed for discourse surrounding 
important days in South African history such 
as Human Rights day and Freedom Day.

Within the complexities of covid, we live in a 
country and micro-society of division - where 
difference is discouraged. As the SRC, but 
also as individuals, we have stressed the 
importance of challenging the status quo and 
therefore, creating a space of positivity. The 
time for change is now. And we hope above 
and beyond everything that we have set a  
precedent for Merrifield leadership to stand 
firmly for diversity. We wish the 2022 SRC the 
best of luck.
– Pooja Vijay and Keelan Hartley 

|    This page is sponsored by Strata Financial Services
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COVID-19

If 2020 will be remembered as “The Year of the Covid Pandemic”- 
perhaps 2021 is the year we managed to learn how to live during a 
pandemic, as opposed to just surviving.

There are lessons that we have learnt from Covid-19 - chief amongst 
these must be flexibility.  The word “pivot” has been thrown around 
and applied in response to the curve balls tossed our way by the nasty 
crown shaped virus. This pivoting is an ongoing process as we adjust 
to the restrictions of whichever level of lockdown we are currently 
on. Our children have learnt to be flexible, continually amazing 
us with their resilience and ability to adapt to a whole new set of 
circumstances. Our staff too have shown tremendous flexibility as 
they have adjusted their teaching to the current circumstances - from 
full hard lockdown to operating a classroom with Covid protocols in 
place. They have been stretched both practically and emotionally and 
I am immensely grateful to them for their support which has made my 
job as Covid Officer much more manageable.

There have been may losses - we mourn the passing of members of 
our school community taken from us by Covid-19 and our hearts go 
out to all who have lost people close to them. Our country has suffered 
tremendous loss of life and added to this, the economic fallout of the 
pandemic has deeply affected many families.

The start of the rollout of the government’s vaccination programme 
brought hope that we will be able to move forward into a more normal 
and less restrictive way of living.  The school was pleased to be able 
make vaccinations available to staff during the July holiday period 
which was most welcome with cases increasing at that point. As I 
write, we are emerging from the “third wave” which has seen more of 
our learners affected than the previous two waves. We look forward to 
the opening up of vaccinations for younger learners soon! 
– Adele Waechter, Merrifield Covid Officer

This page is sponsored by Zoë Flanegan (Grade 12)    |
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It is with much sadness that Merrifield 
announces the loss of a very special and 
much loved student.

Esona Ngxola was laid to rest at a moving 
service on Friday 10th September.

Esona joined Merrifield in her Grade 00 year 
in 2008 and was currently in her Grade 9 
year. It was very evident from the tributes 
made, as to how this young woman had such 
a positive effect on so many lives. Esona was 
a brave warrior who fought so hard - right 
to the end. 

Although Esona had a difficult journey, we 
celebrate all the wonderful memories we 
experienced with her.

Esona wore a radiant smile on her gorgeous 
face all the time, she was always happy and 
would never let her illness stand in her way 
of living life to the fullest.

Her eyes sparkled with enthusiasm in 
everything that she did.

She was much loved by her peers and 
teachers alike.

She will forever be fondly remembered by 
the whole Merrifield community.

Our heartfelt condolences go out to the family 
and especially to Esona’s parents, Mr Ngxola 
and Dr Ngxola, as well as Esona’s little sister, 
Konke-Okuhle.

We pray for strength for the family over this 
difficult time.

The Merrifield community was very saddened 
to hear of the untimely passing of one of our 
ex prep students.

Josh Von Westernhagen left Merrifield in his 
grade 5 year in 2013 to live in the United 
States.

Heartfelt condolences go out to his family 
and friends over this very sad time. 
May his soul rest in peace.

CONDOLENCES

|    This page is sponsored by Tayla Woodbridge
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ALUMNI SNIPPETS

Merrifield Class of 2014 alumna Nomtandazo 
Kasibe qualified as a CA this year. She 
epitomises the Ralph Waldo Emerson quote: 
The only person you are destined to become is 
the person you decide to be. Congratulations 
on your hard work and perseverance paying 
off, and all the best for an incredibly bright 
future ahead.

Merrifield College is proud of past student 
Colby Weiss for his fantastic achievements 
in the first year of tertiary education. 
Colby is studying a BSc in Geography & 
Agrometereology at the University of Free 
State. (Agrometeorology is the study of 
weather and use of weather and climate 
information to enhance or expand agricultural 
crops and/or to increase crop production.) 

Colby achieved distinctions in all his subjects 
last year and was acknowledged at the top 
Geography student in his year.

Ross Miles (Class of 2014) was a youth 
presenter on Radio Algoa as part of the 
station’s Youth Day celebrations on 16 June 
2021.

Merrifield alumnus Alex Rossouw is involved 
with an excellent project, UMOYA (which 
means “air). He came to speak to the iCreate 
students about the project which is creating 
innovative solutions to assist with Covid 
patient breathing. Please visit the UMOYA 
facebook page to learn more and donate to 
this worthy cause, should you choose to. 

This page is sponsored by Tayla Woodbridge    |
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PREP & COLLEGE ACHIEVERS

PREP
Adam Brown: Border Swimming Team; Border Biathle. 

Malachi Wolmaraans: Border Junior surfing team.

Jorja Linke, Adam Brown: U13 Border Waterpolo team.

Emma Fray, Katelyn van den Berg, Mahle Ntsebeza, Gabriella Stephen, Mila Porteus: Represented the East London District

Oliver Hobson: Achieved his Leaping Wolf qualification at Cubs. 

|    This page is sponsored by Tayla Woodbridge
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College South African Representatives 

Front row (Left to right): Kubechosi Mazizi (drama), Daniel Emslie (surfing), Mbutokazi Mavuso (Public Speaking) 

and Joanne Joseph (Debating and Public Speaking). 

Back: Sophia Denison-Brown (dancing), Bryce Buret (swimming) and Inga Wait (public speaking). 

Inset: Zoe Steyn (surfing) and Pooja Vijay (debating). 

College Provincial Representatives 

Front row (Left to right): Tariro Chinamasa (netball), Adriel Wolmarans (surfing), Tashmeera Jose (public speaking), Allyssa Joseph (debating), Lienka Evans (Gymnastics), Joanne 
Joseph (debating and public speaking), Kubechosi Mazizi (drama), Inga Wait (public speaking) and Mbutokazi Mavuso (debating and public speaking). 

Second row: Abigail Connock (squash and waterpolo), Georgina Waechter (debating), Erin Murphy (gymnastics), Mthawelanga Mboniswa (squash), Matthew van Harmelen 
(waterpolo), Sarah-Jane Marais (waterpolo), Kathryn Connock (squash), Ande Jayiya (tennis) and Grace Rance (debating). 

Third row: Cami de Villiers (waterpolo), Sophia Denison-Brown (dancing), Timothy van Harmelen (waterpolo), James Ford (waterpolo), Joshua Weppelman (waterpolo), Pablo Battiss 
(waterpolo), Jeshin Seeraj (waterpolo), Corbin de Villiers (waterpolo) and Anna Ford (waterpolo).  

Back:  Calvin Richardson (tennis), Nathan Muzorewa (debating), David Emslie (surfing and lifesaving), Sibabalwe Mni (netball), Daniel Emslie (surfing) and Bryce Buret (swimming). 

Inset: Amy Swart (badminton), Devina Pillay (tennis), Pooja Vijay (debating), Chloe Buss (golf) and Zoe Steyn (surfing).  
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COLLEGE STAFF

Dr Guy Hartley Bridget Fielding Emilie Rautenbach Gareth van Harmelen

COLLEGE MANAGEMENT TEAM

Adam Stabler

Bernice Burmeister

Aline Driessel

Brenda Friend

Angela Theron

Chanel Coutts

Anita Ford

Christo Boschoff

Kathy Jonas

Katie Joubert

Lovie Muzorewa Matthew Boon Katherine Caswell Sisanda Mangcotywa
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COLLEGE STAFF

Maureen Giba

Elizabeth Janse van Rensburg

Jennifer Hart

Elmarie Botha

Jonno Neethling

Gardie Newman

Pauline Wetmore

Gerald White

Ronwyn Pearce

Geraldine Hawkes

Stephanie Smith

Moira Hobson Nadia Smith Craig Giese Di Prior

Chay Bachar Nicholas Clegg Una Driver Boon
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PREP & PRE-PRIMARY STAFF

Debbie Lacey

Isobel Louw

Mandy Morgan

Caryn Lategan

Kirsty Richards

Meghan Dames

Liezel Crossman

Morgan Johnston

Colleen Vorster

Lisa Ninneman Lisa Wardle

Nomveliso Maneli

Di Bosse Gill Howard Rebecca Wheatley

HEAD OF PREP DEPUTY HEAD FOUNDATION PHASE HEAD CURRICULUM 
DEVELOPMENT 

& IT COORDINATOR

Tarryn Swanepoel Tegan Hoole

Hlalelani Ringani

Toni Dalbock
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PREP & PRE-PRIMARY STAFF

Alison Williams-Jones Gina Lustgarten Judy Lawson Kholeka Qobongoshe

Kim Harris Kim Johnson Nancy Babalwa Mantla Nandipha Poni Nomaphelo Majezi

Nomaxhosa Duna Sandiswa Xolimbila Thembakazi Sylvia Zono Ntombekhaya Ncamiso

Jill Hobson

HEAD OF PRE-PRIMARY
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CULTURE & SPORT

Camilla Greatorex

Nathan Johannisen Andrew Buckley Jayde Grimmer Llewellyn King Luvuyo-Takalani Rubushe

Rebecca Wheatley Anri Kok Marc Williams Dwight Morrings
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ADMIN STAFF

Adele Waechter

Kerri Horsley

Alison Randall

Natasha Williams-Jones

Eileen Miles

Sally van der Walt

Hanneli Fourie

Siphokazi Caroline Vanayedwa

Joanne Marais

Taralyn Mclean

Vuyelwa Ncamiso Zahnie Muller Zisanda Nkonkobe
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ESTATE STAFF

Bongani Rongqo Christopher Khwaza Danele Dumezweni Gary Nel Keith Armstrong

Lindikhaya Kewuti Sibongiseni Ngcape Sikhangele Christian Ngwabeni Siza Dyibana Sizwe Maxazi

Trayishile Eric Vuyo Visani Dyibana Zukile Ernest Mbopa
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ICREATE, ONSITE IT & PREP LAB

iCREATE 
Cultivating creativity and igniting curiosity remains the consistent energy and driving force in these lessons. Our students continue to grow 
their design thinking skills and stretch their creative prowess in a variety of challenges. Projects, play, probing questioning and interaction with 
peers, kindles active learning. This certainly awakens us all to the smartness in the room…Each individual contributing to the greater good of 
our learning together.

This year brought the introduction of drone technology and 3D printing. Our students comfortably traversed these automations, applying coding 
with the drones and 3D design with Tinkercad.

A city planner shared his experience and expertise in his field of work and demonstrated the use of his sophisticated drone for this very 
important profession. He was sincerely impressed with the Grade Sixes’ city plans! Likewise, alumnus Alex Rossouw, opened our minds to the 
engineering and medical world in his presentation of his company’s clever OxEra breathing device.

And, in the mix of all iCreate brings to Merrifield, you will also find engineering feats, plasticine modelling, sophisticated paper folding, virtual 
reality explorations, coding, real world innovations and problem solving in many different forms. We question like a scientist, design like a 
technologist, build like engineers, create like artists, deduce like mathematicians – and, most importantly – play like a kid! – Di Bossé

|    This page is sponsored by The Mac Ewan Family
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TECHNOLOGY@MERRIFIELD   
Merrifield has advanced through innovative technologies to keep in alignment with dynamic education platforms in remote learning. The newly 
built computer laboratory has been equipped with the latest technology to assist the eager minds of the GIS and primary school learners. Google 
Work-Space education platforms have enabled primary school learners to engage remote learning, aided by Google-Meets, Google-Docs and 
the like. Microsoft-Teams and Microsoft 365 have also been introduced to extend capabilities of our learning tools for education. 

We are grateful for the Jamf Mobile Device Management System which has allowed for effective communication between the learners and 
teachers. Through this management system applications run seamlessly and efficiently. The IT department is excited for the upcoming 2022 
upgrades which hope to see the introduction of new Wi-Fi technology to upgrade our access points. Merrifield’s internal network upgrades 
hope to bring faster and more reliable network speeds. Preparations are underway for staff-device upgrades to match all the newly introduced 
technology around the education sector. - Lamantambo Ndadana, Onsite IT

PREP COMPUTER LAB
Merrifield opened a new computer lab for the use of prep school students in May.

The fully-equipped lab features new state-of-the-art PCs and is located in the heart of the prep campus, next to the IT department. The desks 
were custom-made to increase the distance between learners and uphold COVID-19 regulations. College Geography students are also able to 
make use of the lab to complete GIS projects. 

“The lab boasts 1 gig per second speed, which the learners noted within the first few minutes of each lesson and many gasped, ‘Wow, these 
are way faster!’” Merrifield prep computer teacher Hlalelani Ringani said. 

“With the new specs, learners will be able to learn new computer skills and improve their touch typing abilities. This new lab will be a great asset 
in preparing the children for the fourth industrial revolution. We trust it will inspire many to be significant contributors in Computer Science.”

This page is sponsored by The Talbot Family   |
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AFTERCARE & MERRI MUNCH

AFTERCARE
“Every boy and girl, entrusted with us at 
Merrifield Aftercare, we see as a Gift and 
Blessing.” 

Aftercare at Merrifield is a safe, loving and 
stimulating space, which prides itself in 
creating an environment that affords your 
child the opportunity to be and further 
discover their true self. At aftercare, your 
child is part of a family that values respect 
for self, others, and the environment and 
that promotes a culture of self-confidence, 
responsibility, and independence.

With the help of two carers, Nokuthalo 
Ndamane and Ntombekhaya Ncamiso, 
the aftercare is run in a well-organised 
disciplined setting. 

2021 has been a challenging year for us 
all, but with Merrifield’s strict Covid-19 
prevention protocols, and the learner’s ability 
to adapt accordingly, it has been a highly 

jubilant and rewarding year.

All Grade 1 and 2 learners who attend 
aftercare, attend homework classes every 
Monday to Thursday and for this I would 
like to thank Mrs Gill Hobson and her team 
of professional teachers. The Grade 3 to 7 
learners who attend aftercare are supervised 
in Mrs Wheatley’s Class (Art Room) for 
homework.

With our beautiful and secure playground 
equipment, the learners are equipped to 
become all-round smarter, healthier, and 
stronger individuals. During aftercare hours, 
the learners are also offered the opportunity 
to take part in art activities, thus enhancing 
their imagination, thinking and fine motor 
skills. 

Other activities available at aftercare include 
various games, sports, and group activities, 
such as skipping, running, dancing, ball 
games, netball, soccer, puzzle building, 

colouring in, drawing, painting, and block 
building. Our afternoons go by quickly with 
all the excitement offered to all learners.

We celebrate the end of every week with 
“Fruity Friday.”  Merrifield provides all 
learners with fruit where they can either eat 
the fruit as is or make their own fruit salad. 
Tummies are always satisfied on a Friday. 
Thank you, Merrifield for this special spoil.

Lastly, I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank Miss Debbie Lacey for her ongoing 
love, support and all the special visits to 
aftercare. You are an incredibly special 
Headmistress to us all at aftercare.

We are looking forward to 2022 and 
welcoming both returning and new learners 
to our Merrifield Aftercare family. 
– Jenny Holm, 
Merrifield Aftercare Supervisor 

MERRI MUNCH (TUCKSHOP)
It was with great excitement that Merri 
Munch reopened its doors in January 2021. 
With a fresh new look, a new menu offering 
and a new team of staff, we certainly kicked 
off with a bang and were welcomed with 
open arms and great enthusiasm by our staff 
and pupils.

Our tuckshop prides itself on excellent 
service delivery, competitive pricing and 
a wide variety of healthy menu options, 
ranging from hearty wholesome daily cooked 
meals, toasted sandwiches, salad rolls, 
salads, muffins, popcorn, biltong, a selection 
of refreshments, healthy snacks as well as 

treats to satisfy those sweet tooth cravings. 
Our team of dedicated ladies, Zimasa 
Nkuntse, Zipho Dumezweni and Thandi Toto, 
are always willingly waiting to serve you with 
a smile and take great pride in ensuring that 
Merri Munch is always spotlessly clean and 
that our meals are freshly prepared on a daily 
basis.

For us, Merri Munch is our home away from 
home…..a happy and fun place where team 
work is our key focus in order to ensure that 
we deliver professional and quality service 
and tasty food!

We have been very fortunate to enjoy the 
support and service from grade 7 and grade 

11/12 pupils who have willingly volunteered 
and ably assisted us by serving in the 
tuckshop during first and second break. 
Their support is greatly appreciated and we 
are looking forward to our team of tuckshop 
monitors growing as Merri Munch continues 
to soar from strength to strength.

We wish to thank all of our pupils and staff 
for their incredible support throughout this 
year.  We are extremely grateful and very 
blessed to be part of this Merri family.  We 
wish you and your families all the very best 
for a happy, healthy and safe festive season 
and we look forward to welcoming you back 
to Merri Munch in January 2022! 
– Kerry Hansen, Tuckshop supervisor

Jenny Holm Nokuthalo Ndamane Ntombekhaya Ncamiso Zipho Dumezweni, Zimasa Nkuntse, Kerry Hansen and Thandi Toto.
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LIBRARY & POEMS

PREP POETRY
Ukuya kwesisikolo sisilungelo sifike 
sisebancinci. 
Safunda ukubhala nokufunda, sadlala 
imidlalo, saqubha, safunda nokufaneleka. 
Kwibanga lesine, sitye, i-milk tart saya 
kwikampu ePalm Springs. 
Apha, kulosapho iwaseMerrifield, sense 
abahlobo asenyongweni. 
Izimvo sifunde ukuba nesithemba, sibe 
nomtsalana. 

To go to Merrifield is a privilege. 
We arrived when we were little. We learnt to 
write and read, we played sports, we swam, 
and we even learnt to be the best person we 
can be. 

In Grade 4, we ate milk tart and went to 
camp at Palm Springs. 

Here, at the Merrifield family, we have made 
best friends. Our opinions are valued and 
heard. Here, we have learnt to have honour 
and integrity. 
- Zizo Shenxane, Lilanga Mboniswa 
and Ziyabukwa Mazizi 

Dear Merrifield,
For many years I’ve called you home
You’ve never let me stand alone
When I’m alone, you’re my friend
You’ll stand with me until the end
You tell what is right from wrong
You help me to write my life song
You educate my young mind
Your unique love is hard to find
Time has just flown by
Our friendship together will never die
When I fail, you let me try again
And that, to me, is a real friend
Another year has come and gone
And all the time your light has shone 
I’ll never forget you and all you are 
You truly are a shining star
When I leave and we are apart
Just remember it’s only at distance but 
never at heart. – Rebekah du Preez

LIBRARY 
Upon our arrival in our new library space, there was so much to be done. There were so many 
needs that some priorities needed to be set. Initial steps were the physical aspects of putting 
the collection away in an orderly fashion, securing the database and establishing a budget. 
Our library is active everyday to provide access and assistance for individual needs before, 
during and after school. There is a structured timetable with each class to visit the library every 
week. There is a mix of involvement from class teachers; where some teachers actively seek 
assistance and involvement from the teacher-librarian in their unit planning for the delivery of 
research, information literacy skills and literacy enhancement. 

As the year has progressed it has been easier to find out what teachers are doing with their 
classes, especially now that we have formalized our planning and integrated units. The 
promotion of reading, literacy and diversity of books has been my focus. 

Our big event every year is World Book Day. The children come to school dressed in their 
favorite book character. It is an opportunity to promote enjoyment of reading and promote 
literacy. - Nomveliso Maneli, Prep Librarian 

This page is sponsored by Tim and Casper Klook    |
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Merrifield Preppies celebrated Merrifield’s 24th Birthday on Friday 27 August. Celebrations included an address from Prep Head Debbie Lacey; 
a blessing by deputy head, Di Bosse; isiXhosa and English poems from Grade 7 students; marimba; singing and dancing. An exciting hockey 
match between students and teachers was a highlight, as well as the interhouse soccer matches that took place. Such a great way to celebrate 
our special school’s 24th birthday!

FOUNDERS’  DAY

|    This page is sponsored by Tim and Casper Klook
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HERITAGE DAY

Merrifield Prep School students and some staff celebrated ahead of 
Heritage Day by coming to school reflecting their roots in what they 
wore to school.

A BLESSING – READ BY DI BOSSE ON FOUNDERS’ DAY 
We all know the proverb: “Death and life are in the power of the 
tongue.” Words create worlds. We can build or break down by our 
words. We choose to exercise this truth of the power of words, by 
declaring the following blessing over Merrifield. 

We are grateful for life, opportunity, learning and togetherness. 
Merrifield is a place where everyone belongs. We treasure our 
community. A people who agree to grow together, where relationship 
comes before rigour, grace before grades, patience before 
programmes and love before lessons. We accept, welcome, include 
and celebrate all on this campus.

We free the potential of each individual and encourage their unique 
excellence. May this resound in every classroom and across every 
sportsfield. 

We pray for wisdom, discernment, strength and resolve for those 
who lead in our school. May they carry hope, courage, generosity and 
kindness as they serve. 

Likewise, we value our greater community, of which we are a part. 
We seek to learn from all those around us and contribute to the well-
being of its people and environment.

May we be protected, kept in peace and prosper in all we do. May the 
way we honour others, inspire those around us. 

God bless Merrifield. Amen.

This page is sponsored by Tim and Casper Klook    |
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VALEDICTORY & COLLEGE PRIZEGIVING 
Once again, the impact of Covid left Merrifield having to be creative in 
our approach to Valedictory. We desperately wanted the occasion to 
be as special as possible for the Matric class of 2021 but still be safe 
enough to feel confident that their final examinations will not have 
been placed in jeopardy. 

We had all the Matric students and teachers in the hall but parents 
and students from the other grades had to watch the proceedings 
online. The added bonus with live-streaming is, of course, that friends 
and family from afar could be part of the special day. 

After Dr Hartley opened proceedings, Qiqa Penxa and Mr Marc 
Williams gave their stunning rendition of the song “For Good”. This 
was followed by the Grade 12 awards ceremony that celebrated the 
amazing achievements of this talented group. 

The focus turned to the history of our pupils from preschool through 
to 2021 as Dr Hartley presented his tribute of delineating the arrivals 
of the pupils over the years to make up our final Matric cohort. No 
fewer the 15 pupils spent their whole schooling career at Merrifield! 
This surely serves as a great vote of confidence to all the phases of 
this unique school. 

Once again, our Foundation Phase song had to be pre-recorded as 
we did not want to risk having such a large number of pupils in the 
hall with the valedictorians. Their lovely medley of “Diamonds” was 
concluded with an Irish blessing. This beautiful moment is always 
received with fondness and appreciation by our Grade 12s.  

This year’s guest speaker was Mrs Liesel Da Silva who shared words 
of wisdom and a three-part challenge to our young adults. The 
simplicity of this well-grounded speech was perfectly pitched at a 
group entering the real world in very trying times and Isabella can be 
very proud of her mother’s sensitivity and wisdom. 

After the much-loved rose ceremony where the Grade 1s or siblings 
hand a rose to each Matric, the heads of the SRC delivered their 
final speeches for the year. Then each Grade 12 subject teacher was 
thanked by a pupil representing the subject group and the formal 
assembly was concluded with the beautiful voice of Lea Heyns 
singing “Believe”. 

The final part of the day was a wonderful spread provided at the Club 
House where pupils, parents and staff could mingle, relax, reminisce 
and share personal anecdotes and wishes. This personal contact was 
the perfect way to end such a lovely ceremony. 

We thank all the staff, parents and students who were involved in 
making Valedictory 2021 a great success. – Gerald White 

PRIZEGIVING 
Academic Honours: 
Neve Hayman, Jake Webb, Kathryn Connock, Afikile Nelana, Yusuf 
Peer, Pooja Vijay, Pippa Sparg, Inga Ntengenyane, Keelan Hartley, 
David Weber, Kirsti-Ann Burmeister, Oliver Jonas, Lisa van der Heide 
and Jody Harvey. 

Third in Grade 12: Oliver Jonas (Average over 90%)

Second in Grade 12:  Lisa van der Heide (Average over 90%)

First in Grade 12: Jody Harvey (Average over 90%)

Special Awards: 
Kate Arthur Trophy for Achievement in Art
Nazi Mkumla and Pooja Vijay

The Eric and Mary Merrifield Centenary Trophy
Isabella da Silva

Cecilia Smulovitz Trophy for Steadfastness and Determination
Tia Hart

Zaheerah Limbada Trophy and Medal for Dux Scholar
Jody Harvey

Headmaster’s Award
Pooja Vijay

Jacqui Russell Astra Petentes Trophy for “True Merrifield 
Spirit”
Keelan Hartley 

VALEDICTORY & COLLEGE AWARDS
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MATRIC DANCE

MATRIC DANCE – CASINO ROYALE 
The Merrifield Class of 2021 were able to celebrate ending their school career at the glamourous Casino Royale-themed Matric Dance that took 
place on 23 September at the East London Golf Club Glass Tent. 
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CLASS OF 2021
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PEOPLE OF PASSION

Mission: to share love and care with our 
Merrifield community.

Coming out of 2020 we were feeling like the 
pandemic had limited so much of what we 
wanted to do. We were grappling with how to 
reinvent ourselves under the strain of Covid 
restrictions. So, as all groups sometimes 
need, we had a reboot. We got in touch with 
our roots again; we asked ourselves who 
were really are as a group and what our core 
values are. 

Something beautiful happened during this 
time and we found a new sense of purpose. 
Above all we realised that we just want to 
help make the world a better place; starting 
right here at Merrifield.

Looking back over 2021 some of our fond 
memories include the collection of Period 
Packs for African Angels, creating a paper 
chain of Planet Pledges for Earth Day, 
celebrating World Rhino Day, Fruity Friday 
collections for Zubenathi Daycare Centre and 
The Bow Project for Women’s Month. But, 
one of the memories we will never forget 
is certainly transforming one of the girl’s 
bathrooms into an empowering and beautiful 
space. This was the Bathroom Project and we 
love how it has positively impacted so many 
moments for our female students this year.

On 5 October, POP hosted “Reach a Teach”, 
where students were encouraged to write a 
note of thanks for a teacher. A station was 
set up in the lapa to encourage the practice 
of sharing words of gratitude. This was to 
celebrate World Teachers’ Day. Introduced 
by UNESCO in 1994, this day aims to draw 
attention to teachers’ achievements and 
objectives globally.

Looking ahead, we are excited for our 
Courageous Conversations to return. These 
student-led conversations are one of our 
most successful long standing projects. 

We are so grateful for our past members of 
POP who still stay in contact with our group, 
giving input and support from their new 
chapters. We believe that this is part of what 
makes our group so special that lives on 
even when school days are over. 

POP, from left to right, Chay Bachar, Megan Waechter, Anna Ford and Mbutokazi Mavuso.

Absent: Pooja Vijay and Michaela Joubert.

Thank you to the students and staff who have enthusiastically embraced our ideas and 
projects this year. We have been encouraged at the level of willingness for young and old to 
get involved in community work. 

Here is to making a difference.

With love, Mrs Bachar and the POP group
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3 6

JUNIOR ENVIRO CLUB 
This year our enviro club was made up of a 
group of 25 enthusiastic little eco warriors.  
Our focus has been our school environment. 
Learning to look after and appreciate the 
beauty within our school campus.  We have 
enjoyed many lessons learning to respect 
and look after the environment starting with 
our own school and homes.  

The children in the club enjoyed going on 
Litter Hunts and Nature Hunts on our school 
campus.  They spent time learning about 
healthy eating through a series of games.  We 
made bird feeders and toys out of recycled 
material.  They attempted to build their own 
bird’s nests and we learnt more about some 
of the animals and insects which we find on 
the school campus.  We ended the year by 
making recycled cards and gift packaging.

A fun year with a special bunch of children. 
– Kirsty Richards

GRADE 6 AND 7 ECO CLUB
“The small choices we make each day can 
lead to the kind of world that we all want for 
the future.” Jane Goodall

Creativity, curiosity and love were the 
ingredients for our Club this year. Each week 
our aim was to do something small but with 
a lot of love.

Looking back on this year, our memories 
are colourful and filled with tangible sights 
and smells. We planted seeds while learning 
about the beautiful way in which some plants 
store thousands of seeds in just one flower, 
we hugged trees, wrote love letters to Earth, 
sat in circles and shared stories, made 
succulent gardens, upcycled old t-shirts 
into bags, made flower crowns, designed 
messages of encouragement on pebbles, had 
a guest speaker, promoted the sterilisation of 
dogs in East London and learnt a lot about 
how we can be agents of change. Each girl 
in the Club also became the proud owner of 
a Rhino mask made by the founder of Raise 
the Baby Rhino, Hunter Mitchell.

We were thrilled at the record Rhino Day 
collection for World Rhino Day this year 
which went to Sibuya Rhino Foundation.

GREEN MERRIFIELD

Eco Club is a place where we have grown 
in our love for nature. It has been a time we 
have looked forward to each week and a 
space we will always remember.

Thank you to the girls who worked with 
enthusiasm and care this year.
Tread lightly on our Earth,
- Chay Bachar

COLLEGE ENVIRO 
In the College Enviro Club this term we 
have been working a great deal with the 
vegetation around the Merrifield Dam. We 
have mainly been focussing on the invasive 
plants surrounding the dam. We have been 
pulling out, chopping down and removing 
many types of Alien Plants in that area. 
The types of some of the plants that we are 
removing are: Noxious Weeds, Sesbania, 
Syringa, Eugenie, Lantana and Inkberry. We 
are removing these plants so that we can 
replace them with plants indigenous to South 
Africa which will benefit the ecosystem. Most 
of the alien plants are taking over space 
and water that the indigenous plants should 
occupy. We are also working on clearing a 
path around the dam for cross country and 
recreational purposes. 

Why is the water hyacinth a problem? 
Water-hyacinth blocks waterways and limits 

boat traffic, recreation, flood control and 
wildlife use. By producing a dense canopy 
at the water surface, this exotic pest plant 
shades out native submersed plant species 
and can uproot native emergent species 
that are important to wildlife. So our 
enlightened environmental club has taken 
up the challenge along with the help of 
Rhodes University, the department of Botany 
in particular to try and control the damage 
the water hyacinth is causing. We feel that 
the problem will never fully go away but the 
best way to control it would be to control the 
nutrients in the water. 

How are we doing it? We have four tubs set 
up at our school with Water hyacinth taken 
from the Nahoon River as well as the bugs/
hoppers that are feeding in the leaves. Once 
in a while we pick a few bags of water 
hyacinth from our tubs which have a bunch 
of bugs on them we then take them back to 
the Nahoon river and release them. The bugs 
are thriving despite the plants struggling 
due to the extreme alternations in weather. 
Rhodes University has taken up the project 
to build a tunnel for the water hyacinth 
tubes. This project will hopefully happen late 
September or early October. We are ever so 
grateful towards Rhodes University for taking 
up the initiative to help Merrifield make a 
difference in the environment. We think it is 

|    This page is sponsored by Tim and Casper Klook



3 7

OUTREACH
Unfortunately, due to Covid restrictions, 
the Outreach group has not been able to 
go out into communities this year and has 
had to generate enthusiasm and relevance 
in the classroom. During Term 1, Junior 
Primary posters were printed, coloured and 
laminated which included, amongst others, 

isiXhosa body parts, colours and days of 
the week. These are to be distributed to our 
partner schools. Term 2’s project was “sock 
dolls” for pre-primary children. 

Important skills of sewing were 
enthusiastically gained by those involved! 
In Term 3 our group developed Maths and 
hand-eye co-ordination games, targeting 

Junior Primary classes, for distribution. Pipe 
cleaner dolls and felt fishing games were 
constructed as additions for the Christmas 
Star project at the end of the year. Planning 
for this project will be done in Term 4 and we 
hope to be involved with a children’s Place of 
Safety for Christmas present collection and 
donation as a whole high school endeavour.
– Angela Theron

very important for us to do as much as we 
can for the environment and to never give 
up because you can’t notice any immediate 
progress.

The recycling station at Merrifield is currently 
closed because it was being used incorrectly 
and was very messy, dirty and overflowing 
because people were dumping general 
unclean rubbish into the wrong stations. The 
good news is that it will be reopened soon.

A better facility is being built so that it will 
be a lot more organised. With this new 
facility, only washed recyclable rubbish shall 
be accepted to ensure it does not become 
untidy. The whole of Merrifield, College and 
Preparatory School Enviro Clubs, are working 
on this recycling project. Once everything is 
set up, the College Enviro Club members will 
help sort and organise the rubbish weekly. 
Recycling is a very important aspect at 

Merrifield as we believe in sustainability and 
helping the environment around us. 
– Muskan Sany and Lucia Beltrame  

THE GREEN TEACHERS TEAM
When we look at what the world needs, team 
work is certainly right up there on the list!

As our Eco work has grown at Merrifield, the 
need to create a team of passionate teachers 
became necessary.

At the end of 2019 we formed the Green 
Teachers Team. Made up of teachers from 
the Pre-Primary right through to the College, 
our aim is to thread Eco consciousness 
throughout our school.

Every teacher is part of the team but is also 
focused on a particular portfolio. Some of 
these portfolios include recycling, Eco Bricks, 
events, Youth empowerment and much more.

We were very pleased to have been able 
to hand over a big delivery of Eco Bricks to 
Greensleeves Children’s Home this year as 
they plan to build with them.

Our main project has been the complete 
overhaul of our recycling centre. Still in 
progress, our aim is to create a sustainable 
system that also forms a central hub for our 
Eco work on campus. 

We motivate each other through sharing 
positive initiatives happening around the 
world and we hope to continue to make a 
difference here at Merrifield.
- Chay Bachar

Outreach

Front row (Left to right): Stephanie Jeacocks, Yanda Mtiya, Anke Louw, Hayden Naina, Lilitha Madikizela, Camagu 
Zwane and Stefania Anagnostakis.

Back: Angela Theron, Muskan Sany, Matthew Malan, Andrew Barnard, Kamsiyo Ogbonna, Daniel van Rensburg, 
Gemma Kieck and Di Prior. 

 Absent: Hannah Evers, Keryn Marais, Sisipho Nyameka and Lolwethu Mtyobele.  

OUTREACH

This page is sponsored by Tim and Casper Klook   |
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After a challenging 2020, with few activities 
on the cultural front, 2021 has been a breath 
of fresh air. With a full range of activities 
back in action in all spheres, the Cultural 
Department has had a busy year in which 
our students have thrived!

At the start of the year we welcomed Nathan 
Johannisen to the Cultural Department as 
an additional Music teacher, teaching the 
prep students class music, alongside Dwight 
Morrings. Nathan also runs the foundation 
phase, prep and college choir programmes. 
We have no doubt that he will make a brilliant 
addition to the Cultural Department.

GENERAL MUSIC
The music department has had a successful 
year and fortunately we were better prepared 
than last year when lessons were affected by 
pandemic restrictions. The aim of the music 
department for 2021 was to have fun while 
learning and to be present at as many school 
functions and competitions as possible. This 

included:
• Founders’ Day
• International Marimba and Steelpan 
 Festival 2021 (Virtual)
• Port Rex Lions Eisteddfod 2021 (Virtual)
• Valedictory Assembly
• Prize Giving
• Trinity Examinations (Digital Exams)

TRINITY COLLEGE OF 
LONDON EXAMINATIONS
Trinity College of London examinations have 
been in full swing since early in the year, for 
both Music and Drama and the results have 
been outstanding. Merrifield will continue 
to offer this incredible programme to our 
students as the benefits are far-reaching 
and the personal growth of the participants 
is staggering.

The following Trinity Music examinations 
were completed this year:
Amahle Thandolwethu Ndzimela  
- Trinity Violin Initial (94%)

Ciara Bedser 
- Trinity Piano Grade 4 (82%)

Nuraan Gabriella Scott 
- Trinity Violin Initial (83%)

Emma Leigh Fray 
- Trinity Violin Grade 1 (81%)

Emma Leigh Fray 
- Trinity Piano Initial (89%)

Zhiqi Chen 
- Trinity Violin Grade 2 (79%)

Lisakhanya Zantsi 
- Trinity Violin Initial (96%)

Tristan Brady Muller 
- Trinity Violin Grade 1 (92%)

Marie Claudia Dörfler 
- Trinity Piano Grade 3 (93%)

CULTURE

College Battle Blinding Lights  College Battle Open Blessings Prep In the Mix Shut Up and Dance Prep Prestige Great Heart

INTERNATIONAL MARIMBA AND STEELPAN FESTIVAL PERFORMANCES

|    This page is sponsored by
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Special mention must be made of Noah 
Ciganek and Matthew Malan for both 
achieving distinctions for their Grade 8 Piano 
examinations. This is truly an outstanding 
and exceptional achievement at such a 
high level. Merrifield congratulates both of 
these fine students for their hard work. Their 
efforts surely have paid off!

Fifteen Drama examinations were completed 
this year. The results will only be published 
in 2022.

MARIMBA BANDS
Our marimba bands are continuing to grow 
from strength to strength. Our Grade 4 and 
5 band, who are relatively new, are fast 
becoming skilful players. Our Grade 6 and 7, 
as well as the college marimba band, have 
once again taken part in the International 
Marimba and Steelpan competition, where 
they fared well. We are extremely proud 
of this dedicated and talented group of 
students. 

We are sad that these fantastic performances 
could not be seen live but if our supporters 
wish to see some musical performances, 
please scan the QR codes on these pages and 
they will take you to all the performances.

Sadly, we bade farewell to our Grade 11 
learners and we wish them all the best for 
their bright futures. Their presence and 
contributions to the band have been fantastic 
and they will be missed! 

CLASS MUSIC
In the prep school, music classes were 
split, giving each learner the opportunity 
to learn all the instruments on offer such 
as keyboard, marimba, singing, drumming, 
percussion and guitar. By splitting the classes 
each student had the opportunity to engage 
more effectively with their teacher due to the 
reduced numbers in the class. 

Music lessons covered a variety of 
music and topics in today’s society. The 
students listened to classical music and 
many classical composers were featured 
throughout the year. It became a mandate 
within the Music Department to incorporate 
the music of South Africa in the curriculum, 
too, as there are many great South African 
artists and groups with the vast majority 
having made great international success. We 
explored choral music, dancing and overall 
music appreciation.

In the College, students learnt how to play 
within a marimba ensemble. They were also 
introduced to the basics of music theory. 
Learners learnt to write their own lyrics and 
were later put into groups where they had 
the opportunity to compose their own song. 
Simple chord progressions were learnt, which 
gave them the basic foundation in writing 
their own songs. The learners thoroughly 
enjoyed this and it was exciting to see how 
creative and diverse the learners are. 

CLASS DRAMA
Class Drama, incorporating Grades 1-3 
and 6-11 has been most interesting and 
successful, covering an incredibly wide 
range of topics and themes.
 
The prep students performed short grade 
plays, at the end of each term, establishing 
a firm foundation under Anri Kok, who has 
brought tremendous energy to prep Drama. 
The students have responded so favourably 
to Drama and we look forward to continued 
growth and interest.

Drama in grades 6-9 covered topics 
such as speech writing, music videos, 
mockumentaries, plays about morals, 
news presenting, advertisements and 
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improvisation. This wide range of topics 
introduces students to the ideas and various 
concepts around performance in the hopes 
of generating a deep appreciation for the 
subject.

Grades 10 and 11 have explored topics 
including Greek theatre, the origins of 
comedy, musical theatre, realism and film 
study. Since Dramatic Arts was instated as 
a full FET subject, performance skills have 
improved vastly within the school.

ELFEST DRAMA EISTEDDFOD
The results for the 2021 ELFEST Buffalo City 
Creative Arts Eisteddfod were fantastic!
With over 80 entries and the results, the 
outcome places Merrifield College as the top 
performing school in East London this year. 
The results are listed below:
MEDAL WINNERS (95% and above)
POETRY
Grade 9: Anna Ford 
Grade 11: Nishreya Naidoo and Kubechosi 
Mazizi

ORIGINAL VERSE
Grade 8: Tenique Pillay

PROSE
Grade 10: Anna Ford

MONOLOGUE
Grade 10: Matthew Malan 
Grade 11: Kubechosi Mazizi 

DUOLOGUE
Grade 11: Qiqa Penxa & Sophia Denison 
Brown

Merrifield College students received ten of 
the twelve trophies up for grabs. The trophy 
winners were:

POETRY
Grade 9: Alyssa Joseph 
Grade 10: Anna Ford (shared with Grens)

Grade 11: Nishreya Naidoo and Kubechosi 
Mazizi

PROSE
SENIOR TROPHY
Grade 11: Anna Ford

MONOLOGUE
Grade 10: Matthew Malan 
Grade 11: Kubechosi Mazizi

DUOLOGUE 
SENIOR TROPHY
Grade 11: Qiqa Penxa & Sophia Denison 
Brown

ORIGINAL VERSE
Grade 8: Tenique Pillay
Grade 10: Emihle Rayi (shared with 
Clarendon)

PUBLIC SPEAKING
SENIOR TROPHY 

Grade 11: Inga Wait
Matthew Malan, Grade 10, and Kubechosi 
Mazizi in Grade 11, both performed their 
monologues at the prize-winners’ concert. 
Qiqa Penxa & Sophia Denison Brown, both 
Grade 11 Dramatic Arts students, also 
performed their duologue at the concert and 
achieved 98% for their performance – the 
highest mark at the 2021 eisteddfod. 

|    This page is sponsored by East London Express for Mariska and Larissa Govender
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SCHOOL PRODUCTION
In line with thinking out the box, we have 
filmed our school production this year, 
treating each song as its own music video. 
The production is entitled “Heartbeat” and it 
highlights the isiXhosa, English and Afrikaans 
cultures within our school through song, 
dance and poetry. After the vocal recordings, 
filming and editing was completed we placed 
it on YouTube, making it accessible to all.

EXTRA LESSONS
We are fortunate that at Merrifield there are a 
wide variety of instruments on offer, namely 
piano, strings, drum kit, vocals and speech 
and drama. This type of offering really shows 
the extent to which the Cultural Department 
has grown.

Drum Kit is becoming very popular in the 

prep school and learners are all following 
the Trinity College of London syllabus where 
examinations are completed. We are excited 
to have introduced the Trinity Rock & Pop 
syllabus – offering our learners a more 
contemporary feel. 

Popularity of vocals has increased and it is 
very exciting to see this expanding in such 
a positive way. Vocal groups have been 
established and this has great potential to 
blossom at Merrifield. Vocalists were entered 
in the 2021 Port Rex Lions Virtual Eisteddfod 
and did very well. Our vocalists have also 
been involved with other events at school 
by showcasing their talents, entertaining 
at assemblies and at various ceremonies. 
Our vocal groups have been developing 
throughout the year, namely the foundation 
phase choir, senior prep choir and the college 

vocal group.

Nicole Coetzee and Caitlin Schulze, both part 
time teachers, offer piano and violin lessons 
to the students of Merrifield and also follow 
the Trinity syllabi. Caitlin also runs the prep 
strings group on a Monday morning. 

From 2022 the Cultural Department 
precinct will have grown somewhat with 
the construction of a new music class room, 
music ensemble room, three practice rooms 
and storeroom having been completed at 
the end of 2021. This again is testament 
to the development of culture in general at 
Merrifield.

We look forward to a successful 2022 as we 
continue to build on the foundations we have 
laid this year. - Marc Williams

This page is sponsored by The Hanger Family   |
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CHESS,  DEBATING & PUBLIC SPEAKING

CHESS
The Merrifield College Chess Club had a resurgence at the start of this year after a season in hiatus. 

It has been mainly represented by the Grade 10s and 11s with a closely-knit group of about 8 players who have met every Wednesday in my 
classroom (room 16). Special mention goes to Nathan Sparg who has been the principal facilitator of these sessions and has very competently 
trained our pupils into enthusiastic and proficient players. 

Nathan Sparg has individually gone on to compete regionally in the Border trials where he was ranked as the top U18 player. He then took part 
in the Buffalo City Junior Championship which he won. After this brilliant performance Nathan also participated in the South African Junior 
Closed Chess Championship and came 5th and the first eight players have been selected for the national SA Team (which due to COVID is yet 
to be announced). 

At the end of September, Nathan together with three other players (Karl Walker, Jeshin Seeraj and Priven Govender) represented the school in 
the Buffalo City High School League. About eight schools competed including prestigious schools such as Kingswood and St Andrews. Merrifield 
were ‘crowned’ the overall High School champions for 2021. Well done, boys! I would like to thank Llewellyn King for keeping me abreast with 
all the Chess news and events. It has been an absolute pleasure to supervise this year’s group. I look forward to an increased membership in 
2022. - Lovie Muzorewa

DEBATING 

Debating successfully moved online this year. Both our junior and senior teams were able to compete in the league weekly via the Discord 
platform.  

The first and second term was dedicated to the senior and junior Border debating league respectively. Every week two teams from Merrifield 
proved their worth.  The competition was fierce, but the teams were a force to be reckoned with. Only the top 6 senior teams and the top 3 
junior teams are invited to the Eastern Cape provincial trials. Both our junior and senior teams qualified. 

To round off the second term Merrifield hosted the regional round of the World Scholar’s cup in the Eastern Cape. Due to Covid, we were 
limited to 150 students from around the region. This competition has a large academic focus as well as debating and the Merrifield debaters 

Nathan Sparg, Karl Walker, Lovie Muzorewa, Priven Govender and Jeshin Seeraj.

|    This page is sponsored by The Funani Family
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Debating

Front row (Left to right): Mbutokazi Mavuso, Akiera Govender, Allyssa Joseph, Joanne Joseph and Grace Rance.

Back: Tiri Nhawu, Mtha Mboniswa, Inga Wait, Nathan Muzorewa, Dylan Kurten, Georgina Waechter, Noah Honey and 
Ronwyn Pearce. 

Insert: Pooja Vijay.

PUBLIC SPEAKING
Speech is power: speech is to persuade, to 
convert, to compel.
Ralph Waldo Emerson

Despite very few opportunities to compete 
this year, this society has had some notable 
achievements.

Many students took part in the East London 
English Eisteddfod and achieved double gold, 
gold and silver awards in various categories. 

Public Speaking

Front row (Left to right): Nadia Smith, Joanne Joseph, Tashmeera Jose, Allyssa Joseph, Kubechosi Mazizi and Lukho 
Nqola. 

Back: Migcobo Malusi, Inga Wait and Mbutokazi Mavuso.

Insert: Pooja Vijay 

thrived.  Our debaters all achieved fantastic 
results, earning themselves an invite to the 
Global round. 

Allyssa Joseph also took part in the Youth 
Commissioners debates and was placed first. 

The second part of the third term saw the 
junior and senior teams compete in EC 
Provincials online. They debated 6 times 
over the weekend. The weekend culminated 
with the Merrifield senior team placing fifth, 
whilst the junior team lost narrowly in the 
finals. 

Georgina Waechter was named the best junior 
speaker and was selected as a member of 
the Eastern Cape junior debate team. Grace 
Rance, Allyssa Joseph, Mbuthokazi  Mavuso 
and Joanne Joseph were also selected into 
the EC junior and senior debating teams, 
respectively, to participate at Nationals in 
December.

With the dedication all the debaters show we 
can only go from strength to strength.  

Those who cannot understand how to put 
their thoughts on ice should not enter into 
the heat of debate. (Friedrich Nietzsche)
- Ronwyn Pearce

Inga Wait received the trophy for overall winner of the Public Speaking Category.

Inga Wait and Joanne Joseph participated in the SACEE Public Speaking Championships.  We await the results of this competition.

In April this year, Joanne Joseph and Pooja Vijay Damodaran participated in the World Individual Debating and Public Speaking Championship 
(WIDPSC)which was hosted by Korea and held online. Joanne Joseph made the semi final for the Debating section.

In September, Inga Wait, Mbutokazi Mavuso and Tashmeera Jose participated in the online National Debating and Public Speaking Championship. 
All three students were in the Grandfinals and Mbutokazi achieved a first place in both Debating and Impromptu Speaking.

Inga placed first and Mbutokazi third overall. Both students will be part of the South African team and will participate in the WIDPSC in 2022.
- Nadia Smith
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HOCKEY

1st Team Boys Hockey

Front row (Left to right): Sebastian Harris, Liam Hart, Andrew Buckley (Coach), Keelan Hartley (Captain), Qhayiya 
Jack (Assistant Coach), Daniel Emslie and Matthew van Harmelen. 

Middle: Trent Pillay, Daniel van Rensburg, Mdanda Pasiya and Nathan Muzorewa. 

Back: James Ford, Dylan Kurten, Pablo Battiss, Samuel Perks and Adam Murray. 

Absent: Luke Taylor (Vice-Captain). 

1st Team Girls Hockey

Front row (Left to right): Nishreya Naidoo, Zenande Shenxane, Craig Giese (Coach), Sarah-Jane Marais (captain), 
Jamie Marais (assistant coach), Liora Jardine and Lily Winstanley. 

Middle: Abigail Connock, Shaelyn Hartley, Gemma Braun, Kirsti-Ann Burmeister and Chloe Buss. 

Back: Neve Hayman, Leah Ramsay, Megan Waechter and Kathryn Connock. 

Absent: Amy Swart. 

COLLEGE HOCKEY
Merrifield Hockey has had a very different 
hockey season this year, with most school 
fixtures interrupted by Covid-19 and 
lockdown regulations, which meant very few 
matches were played. Despite the challenges, 
players and coaches remained focussed 
and concentrated on skill development 
and general fitness and conditioning, when 
practices were allowed.

This year Merrifield welcomed Jamie 
Marais, Tayla Jade Marais, Claudelle McKay 
and Joshua Dodd to the coaching hockey 
staff. Their coaching expertise and playing 
experience proved invaluable to all teams 
this season, especially in the challenging 
coaching environment.

Pre-Season tournaments included the annual 
SPAR School Girls Hockey Challenge and we 
were grateful for the opportunity to attend 
at least one proper tournament for the First 
Team girls this year. The SPAR tournament 
was an opportunity for the top local schools 
in the Border region to play some matches 
against each other and celebrate hockey. 
Merrifield recorded some excellent results 
against strong opposition.

The First Team boys enjoyed a very successful 
all boys tournament at the Selborne College 
Hockey Festival. The standard of hockey 
was very high and allowed the team to test 
their skills and game plans. Many valuable 
lessons were learnt and the team is looking 
forward to a competitive season next year.

The Derby Day fixtures were very limited this 
year for all our teams, but once again our 
Head of Hockey, Andrew Buckley, managed 
to organise regular Merrifield intra age 
group matches. This allowed an opportunity 
for players to play proper matches against 
their peers in combined age group fixtures, 
which proved both entertaining as well as 
providing essential hockey game practice for 
all players.

In addition to these intra age group fixtures, 
Merrifield was able to arrange regular 
matches against Bohs Hockey Club for our 
senior Teams - again providing a wonderful 
opportunity to play and develop team 
structure and strategy in a controlled and 

competitive environment. A special thank you to the Bohs ladies’ and men’s sides for agreeing 
to play these matches at the end of the season.

Valuable lessons were learnt both on and off the field this season. Grit, determination, finding 
solutions and creating opportunities, were all key life lessons embraced by Merrifield hockey 
players and coaches this year.
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With this strong foundation Merrifield Hockey 
looks to grow from strength to strength and 
we look forward to a very successful (and 
return to normal season) next year in 2022.

Merrifield Hockey wishes to thank parents, 
coaching staff and players for all their hard 
work and commitment this season. 
– Craig Giese 

PREP HOCKEY 
Owing to Covid and the ever-changing rules 
around contact sports, prep hockey was 
a stop-start affair. The sport was played 
in school hours – sometimes with sticks, 
sometimes without, and a few games were 
organised between Merrifield prep teams 
and schools that could field a side. 

We look forward to starting next year 

strong in prep hockey. Our young teams, in 
particular, are looking very strong and had 
good wins in the few inter school matches 
they did manage to play. 

A big thank you to our head of hockey Andrew 
Buckley and his talented team of coaches. 
Our prep hockey is in good hands and we 
look forward to great competitive games 
going forward. 
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WATERPOLO

1st Team Girls Waterpolo

Front row (Left to right): Kirsti Burmeister, Lucia Beltrame, Samantha Mouton, Sarah-
Jane Marais, Kelly Sparg and Kathryn Connock. 

Middle: Gareth van Harmelen (Coach), Neve Hayman, Pippa Sparg, Gemma Braun, 
Cami de Villiers, Luvuyo Rubushe (Assistant Coach). 

Back: Anna Ford, Megan Waechter, Leah Ramsay, Jodi Nel and Courtney Linke. 

Absent: Slayde Herman and Amy Swart. 

After not being able to play water polo for over a year and a half, getting back into the swing of things brought a lot of excitement. Fortunately, 
we have been able to continue training but no fixtures and tournaments could be held until the second part of the year. 

Normally the beginning of the year is filled with a lot of tournaments and games, including Merrifield’s own Friendship Cup and Border Knock 
Out tournament.

The First Team boys and Girls started their training for the Regional Co-Ed tournament much later than previous years, putting a bit of pressure 
on the program and forced us to look at other ways of getting some training done in a reasonably warm pool. Our saving grace, Stanmore 
Aquatics agreed to take us in for morning swim sessions to ensure we get some fitness done. This helped with the confidence of both teams 
and worked well as team building, I’m sure there were many players who had never had to wake up early and do swimming training at 6am. 

What would’ve normally been a couple of months of training had to get squeezed into a few weeks of very cold and short session in what the 
players named “The Ice Block”. We managed to get a few things together to feel comfortable enough to play games. 

The boys were invited to play at Kingswood the weekend before the tournament. This was the most beneficial event for our boys’ team, it offered 
us an opportunity to play two games over two days and spend some time together. We stayed at the Walkers holiday house in Port Alfred where 
the whole team prepared dinner and breakfast together and enjoyed a pizza evening at Guido’s on the river, we were lucky to be joined by our 
self-appointed ‘mascot’ and biggest supporter, Ross Slater (Pando Norris). This brought the team closer and set us up well for the next weekend. 

On the same weekend as Co Ed the U15’s were invited to the Milton Gates u15 tournament at Selborne where we fielded a predominantly 
primary school team with one grade 8. This was for many of those 
boys the first time they have ever played a waterpolo game after only 
training and playing internal practice games, the team was coached 
and managed by Nikara Seeraj. The boys had a difficult time but 
enjoyed every second of it, made new friends and got to experience 
playing waterpolo matches in a competitive setting. 

For both the boys and girls the Co-Ed tour was to celebrate and give 
thanks to the Matrics for all that they have done to grow the sport. 

To the Matrics: Neve, Kirsty, Pippa, Matthew, Timothy, Corbyn, David, 
Joshua, David and Keelan, you guys are going to be missed by us all. 
I have enjoyed my time with every one of you, watching you become 
better waterpolo players was definitely second prize to the connection 
we made and the memories you all have together. Thank you for the 
dedication and hard work you guys showed, you have inspired me and 
the younger generation coming through, they really do look up to you. 

We have grown the number of provincial players to 19: Jeshin Seeraj, 
Corbin de Villiers, Joshua Weppelman, Timothy, Matthew and Ant 
van Harmelen, Pablo Battiss, David Hall, David Emslie, Blake Brown, 
Gugu Mxenge, Adam Brown, Colby Braun, Sarah Marais, Anna Ford, 
Lucia Beltrame, Abi Connock, Slayde Herman, Cami de Villiers and 
Jorja Linke. This is more than we have had over the last four years 
combined.

A highlight was the Boys first team placing second in the regional Co-
Ed waterpolo tournament at Kingswood. This silver medal is a huge 
victory for the team and school. We have now shown that we can do 
more than just punch above ‘our own weight’. I am proud to be a part 
of this and cannot wait to see what else we can achieve in the future. 
– Luvuyo-Takalani Rubushe 

1st Team Boys Waterpolo
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TENNIS & NETBALL

Netball

Front row (Left to right): Harriet Muwonge, Tiri Nhawu, Amele Majiza, Shalomn Guseni, Emihle Rayi and Alyssa 
Miles. 

Back: Tariro Chinamasa, Sibabalwe Mni, Qiqa Penxa, Zenande Shenxane, Milisa Booi and Anita Ford. 

Absent: Teneal Grundlingh and Michaela Joubert. 

Tennis

Back row: Alexis Beau and Calvin Richardson and Gardie Newman. 

Front row: Mthawelanga Mboniswa, Michann Eva, Paula Acker and Ande Jayiya. 

TENNIS 
As with many other sporting codes, tennis at 
Merrifield was played at a much gentler pace 
than in previous years, with social tennis 
played weekly at James Pearce Park. 

The only tournament Merrifield players 
competed in was the U16 Eastern Cape 
tournament, where the girls came fourth 
among East London schools, and the boys 
took first place. The boys went on to Port 
Elizabeth and came fourth in that round. 

Standout tennis was played by Devina 
Pillay who, throughout the year, competed 
in singles and doubles tournaments and 
performed at a high level. There is a bright 
future in tennis ahead for Devina indeed. 
- Gardie Newman

NETBALL 
We unfortunately did not have many 
opportunities to play against other 
schools this past season because of Covid 
regulations.   It is also with great expectations 
and excitement that we are looking forward 
to next season when we will be able to play 
on our brand-new netball courts.

Although we had a slow start to the pre-
season training in the first term, the interest 
in netball picked up fast once the girls 
realised that we are now serious about 
making netball one of the most popular and 
enjoyable girls’ sports at Merrifield. I am very 
glad to report that we have very talented 
players at our school, especially amongst 
our younger players which bodes well for the 
future of netball at our school.

We are very proud of Tariro Chinamasa (U14) 
and Sibabalwe Mni (U15) who made it to the 
last round of the Eastern Cape Netball trials 
after being chosen from all the East London 
and surrounding areas school’s players. 

We only managed to play against Clarendon 
Girl’s School and Hudson Park at the 
beginning of the season. Although both our 
senior and junior teams both lost against 
these two bigger schools, our girls played 
their hearts out and never gave up until the 
end. – Anita Ford and Natalie Horn
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PRESIDENTS’ AWARD, SOCCER & SURFING

THE PRESIDENT’S AWARD
Covid-19 was kind to this award scheme 
as we were able to be active without being 
severely curtailed in our activities.  In the 
course of the year we were able to offer 
two Adventurous Journey camps based 
at Wriggleswade Dam for all three levels 
(bronze, silver & gold); we had an official 
visit from the Programme Manager, Eastern 
Cape, Qhama Dyakala who gave a slide show 
presentation to Grade 9s and 10s; and a 

College school committee was established to 
notify participants of upcoming community 
service projects and to encourage them to 
volunteer at these for service hours.

This programme continues to offer valuable 
life skills and growth opportunities while 
encouraging development in an atmosphere 
free of competition, and where students 
are rewarded for being good, service-
minded individuals.  The camps based at 
Wriggleswade Dam provide participants 

with the opportunity to use different muscle 
groups by cycling, paddling and walking; all 
of these activities in a safe environment.

The following matrics have been awarded 
their silver certificates: Danielle Bolarinwa, 
Tia Hart, Keelan Hartley, Fatima Moola, 
Pippa Sparg, Lukhanyo Sihlahla, Lisa van der 
Heide and David Weber.  Jenna Gouws has 
submitted her portfolio for assessment at the 
Gold level.  – Llewellyn King
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SOCCER 
Soccer in 2021 was an “on-off” affair in 
response to Covid-19 infections.  We were, 
however, more fortunate than most local 
schools in that we played a few games 
during the season and we had regular soccer 
practice sessions.  By the end of the season 

we were able to host a few home games 
against Centre of Excellence, Selborne and 
Hudson Park, an away derby game against 
Hudson Park and at home to two Selborne 
sides. We hosted a pre-season tournament 
early in the year and the season ended with 
an 8-sided soccer tournament hosted at 
Hams Club.  

SURFING
Congratulations to the following Merrifield surfers who represented the Buffalo City Junior team surfing in the 2021 SA Champs at Jeffreys Bay 
from 1-5 October: U12 Boys: Malachi Wolmarans; U14 Boys: David Emslie; U16 Boys: Kyan Lugg; U18 Girls: Zoe Steyn and Adriel Wolmarans; 
U18 Boys: Daniel Emslie. Results: Zoe Steyn won the SA Junior title (U18) with Adriel Wolmarans third in the U18 final. Daniel Emslie came 
second in the U18 men category, and David Emslie 4th in the U14 boys category. Border/Buffalo City came second overall. Well done!               

Soccer

Front row (Left to right): Aviwe Jadezweni, Matthew van Harmelen, Esihle Mazule, Muhammad Peer, Liam Hart 
and Anthony van Harmelen. 

Middle: Siyavuya Manyonga.

Back: Yusuf Peer, Baphiwe Ruda, Lathitha Mkula, Diego Blignaut, Adam Murray, Timothy van Harmelen, Nathan 
Muzorewa and Keenan Sholayan (Coach). 

The growth in the popularity of soccer was 
evident with the fielding of two sides, the 
first side and a junior/B-side.  The soccer 
club’s growth is in part due to soccer being 
played during the two breaks as well as 
quality coaching, thanks to Keenan Sholayan 
(for the 1st side) and Matt Walker for the 
junior/2nd side.  

The 1st side was robust, recording wins 
against all teams in local fixtures beating 
both Hudson Park and Selborne.  The team 
was well drilled leading up to the final 
tournament at the conclusion of the season 
but then a clash with other activities, injuries 
and players needing to isolate saw 10 
players excluded for this important fixture.  
Playing conditions were exacerbated due to 
berg wind conditions of 30°C which placed 
the small bench under incredible pressure.  
Both teams fared disappointingly but the 
resilience to pick themselves up again, work 
harder and be more focused dominated their 
thinking. 

Going forward, the aim is to develop two 
sides, a junior and a senior one to participate 
in two leagues and to undertake a trip to PE 
and another, to participate in St Andrew’s 
U14 and U16 tournaments next year.  
– Llewellyn King
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GRADE R ART

Lilodwa Majikija

Alexis Forbes

Clara Barnard-Gouws

Asad Zaman Isiphosethu Gaula Kaihil Naidoo L’Amour Mrwetyana

Emma Whitfield

Ashere Naku Ariah-Grace Koyana

Kylie Lategan Akahlulwa Mzonke
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GRADE R ART

Lexi van de Vyver

Okuhle Mkondweni

Jeshua Arumugam

Lutanda Kalima Alexandros Ionnides Bendalo Booi Ayakha Madikizela

Oliver Ross-Goodall Tsego Kwaza

Bailey Broughton-Clarke Christopher Eberhardt

Qawe Nosindwa Lolwethu Maki
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GRADE R ART

Emmalia Krauspe

Ruoxin Rao

Noah Leask

Gemma Hudson Renan de Lange Matthew Krause Izibele Mdingi

Yasheel Singh Phumlani Sokudela

Zach Thambiran Olivia Wardle

Sokhana Sitelo Adam Crossman
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BELGRAVIA ART EXHIBITION

Mila Jadezweni - Grade 6

Anopa-ishe Muzonzini - Grade 1

Zizi Bidla - Grade 2 Kwezi Sikwebu - Grade 7

Elethu Mkondweni - Grade 5
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BELGRAVIA ART EXHIBITION

Yusha Peer - Grade 3

Thando Marafane - Grade 7 Sibongile Mfabe - Grade 5

Kamsiyo Ogbonna - Grade 11Genevieve Quenet - Grade 7
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BELGRAVIA ART EXHIBITION

Aerin du Preez - Grade 7

Kubechosi Mazizi - Grade 11

Dylan Kurten - Grade 11 Lukho Ngola & Anna-Christina Kuchler - Grade 9

Iminam Velaphi - Grade 8
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BELGRAVIA ART EXHIBITION

Elomso Dodi - Grade 3

Adriel Wolmarans - Grade 11

Anna Boon - Grade 2

Qiqa Penxa - Grade 11 Bupe Kalima - Grade 2
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BELGRAVIA ART EXHIBITION

Amy Swart - Grade 11

Ayanda Mtiya - Grade 10 Megan Waechter - Grade 11

Avuyile Lusawana - Grade 3

Joanne Joseph - Grade 11
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MATRIC ART

The IEB theme for Matric Art this year is “Living Stillness.” The theme is superbly ironic as the Grade 12 Art class is possibly the loudest and 
most energetic class in the school! The Artists have put their all into creating a wide range of artworks using unusual media. These range from 
digital drawing, painting, Lino printing, sculptures and even drawing with a dental drill. To add to the “Stillness,” within the Art class, in 2021 
the IEB has introduced a 4-day drawing exam consisting of 24 hours of silent drawing. The students were to complete the “Drawing exam” in 
exam conditions over these 24 hours. We are proud of the hard work and tenacity these young artists displayed and are proud of their Artistic 
creations. We will miss their vibrancy and wish them the best for their lives ahead! – Camilla Greatorex

Gillian Burger

Lauren Stone

Lhea Johnston
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MATRIC ART

Mshudu Moyo

Nazi Mkumla

Ntando Matshoba
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MATRIC ART

Puhla Tywakadi

Pooja Vijay

Sibongisipho Mtshakazi
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MATRIC ART

Tia Mostert

Zoë Flanegan

Zoë Steyn
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CREATIVE WRITING

A scene of chaos 
I looked out of my balcony window and 
watched as the warm sunny afternoon slowly 
descended into a cold, darkened storm. It 
initially was looming over the sea horizon but 
I watched intensely as the clouds gathered 
and the horizon became less visible. The soft 
whites transformed into a heavy grey and 
simultaneously began moving closer towards 
me, growing ever so slightly. As the walls of 
grey approached my house I felt anticipation 
for the storms that were about to come. 

That is when the passive-aggressive 
murmuring from downstairs began. Each 
word was getting louder by the second. A 
feeling fluttered through my body as I knew 
where this was going. The clouds were now 
directly over my house and the murmuring 
grew louder until I could hear every word 
of the conversation going on beneath me. 
Lightning struck and the arguing began. The 
arguing about nothing, for nothing, to gain 
nothing and it’s all at my expense. It is a poor 
version of a conversation – no substance and 
never a solution.

Tap, tap, tap. The rain is here and it’s coming 
down in force. Bang! Now the thunder. 
The combination of the two created a 

percussion of music upon my rooftop. But 
with the thunderstorm came the shouting 
and screaming and mindless insulting. I felt 
uncomfortable in my own house, the place I 
grew up, the place I feel the most guarded 
from the ugly reality of the outside world.

A feeling overcame my body: RAGE. I 
ran down the stairs and pushed past my 
humiliated father and red-faced puffy-eyed 
mother. As I stepped outside I realised that 
the rain felt colder than usual because 
the skin carried the heat of my blood. I 
ran across the road and onto a patch of 
grass. Completely drenched I lay down and 
examined the sky. My heart was burning and 
anger consumed me. I grabbed the grass 
beside me and ripped it out of the ground. 
The storm was worse than ever now and 
the lightning was too close for comfort yet 
anything was better than sitting in a house 
pretending not to be affected by the fact that 
my family was falling apart.

I closed my eyes and started to shift my 
focus onto the sounds around me. Each 
raindrop made a unique sound on the ground 
as it dropped. After a while, I opened my eyes 
and watched as the droplets danced around 
me. I looked up and pictured the clouds as 

if they were sailboats slowly moving across 
the ocean; direction and speed out of their 
control and purely in the hands of the wind. 
They created a strong feeling of uncertainty 
and I related to that.

The storm eventually started to die down. I 
saw a ray of sunshine peeking from behind 
the clouds. It was the type of sunshine that 
goes all the way into the soul and a sense 
of calm came over me. That one ray made 
me glow a little brighter from within. The 
storm was over. The earth had now been 
cleansed and the soil had been fertilised. 
As the clouds parted, seven vibrant colours 
stretched across the sky reaching to the 
nearest cloud creating a spectacular view. 
The sky, a now bold blue, was settled and so 
was I. Just as the storm was for the greater 
good of the earth, I knew that the divorce my 
parents would inevitably have, would be for 
the greater good of them and eventually my 
family. - Written by a senior Merrifield 
student
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CREATIVE WRITING

If others could see inside my mind…
Perhaps I don’t have the most harmonious 
relationship with the very thing which 
generates my thoughts and in turn my actions 
– actions which ultimately define me. I know 
that it is more than something metaphysical 
and all my attempts at controlling it 
have been utterly thwarted. However, my 
enigmatic mind has not dampened my 
curiosity – rather it has fuelled my desire to 
scurry continually after it, merely to catch a 
glimpse of its proverbial silver cogs as they 
turn, rattle and choke along the dusty road 
of jumbled thoughts. If one were to glimpse 
at what dysfunction lay clasped between my 
ears, it would be far from neurons, white 
matter, lobes and capillaries; it would be of 
images of incomplete crosswords, unfinished 
puzzles, and even perhaps paint left drying 
on the pallet. 

If others could truly see inside my mind, 
they would not only be awed by the endless 
journey of pathways which even a lifetime 
of travel would fail to map, but more so by 
the highway of thoughts which whizz in a 
hollow echo through these routes; a mere 
blink of the eye would miss these firefly 
streaks of speed. My mind is an explorer’s 

paradise, as endless labyrinths give way to 
unprecedented locations. Some chambers 
are dark and dusty and upon inhaling, the 
stale, dank smell of earth perforates the 
senses giving one the impression that these 
dingy corners may harbour far more than 
just thoughts, but rather creatures which are 
best left to sleep. Other chambers are quite 
the contrary – they buzz with energy and the 
clamour of production, making new thoughts 
which were never made before and which 
never shall be thought again.

Other times one would see the haste and 
flurry of a purring, rigid machine with all 
pistons jumping to the rhythmic beating 
of the locomotive in my head – one which 
refuses to turn off when the time should be 
for such things. Instead, it noisily thumps on 
through the pungent air of metallic grease 
and smoke, so far worked that to the touch it 
is a sizzling heated iron incapable of sedating 
its pace. Some days it has the temper of a 
child – all flustered, red and inconsolable 
to even the most manipulative schemes. No 
candy, rocker or even rattle could convince 
this ill-tempered child of mine to comply – 
try as I may.

At other instances my mind unfailingly 

blocks its pathways at the mere suggestion 
of producing logical notions. My thoughts 
pile up like shrapnel amongst the smoke and 
fumes causing the tunnels to inflame and 
throb with pulsing pain. Its self-willingness is 
like that of an adolescent – always pursuing 
that which is opposite of my intentions 
leading me to believe that it is out of pure 
spite. However, my mind’s devilish deeds 
are not always riddled with obstinence – the 
manoeuvre of elusiveness is another which it 
often resorts to. At times, my thoughts tend to 
morph into butterflies – the type that flutters 
by so near, yet always just beyond my grasp, 
and my mind, like a curious child, ceaselessly 
squabbles, stumbles, and gambols after it – 
only to discover it is no longer a butterfly, but 
instead a wingless creature. 

For as much as we push it down, or try still 
its beating heart, always it emerges to haunt 
us or to heal us with its clamorous voices 
which refuse to be silent, cannot be subdued, 
controlled or manipulated. Maybe the mind 
was not meant to be understood – maybe 
our need to control it is some fallible human 
need, for when we truly think about it, we 
have no absolute control over our mind. 
Rather, it is our mind which controls us. – 
Jody Harvey, Grade 12
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I am a Merrifield Pre-Primary student. I am at the start of my school journey. I am curious, active and busy. I love break time and playing on all 
the jungle gyms, swings and slides. I love riding the plastic bikes and rocking on the horses. 

I splash paint and blow bubbles, I am messy – I need sensory play so I can learn about texture, smell and taste. I love pretending, experimenting 
and laughing. 

I am giving names to the things I see – learning about seasons and kindness and colours and shapes. I can write my own name. I can count to 
ten. I love to hug and hop and bounce and play. 

PRE-PRIMARY
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000 LAWSON

Atarah Naku

Jahan Sany

Chilao Mulenga

Edward Smith

Charlotte Lowry

Asher Lazarus

Lincoln Forbes

Vuyanathi Mdaka

Amelia Mathew

Liwe Majikija

Unovuyo Nonxuba

Achulumancile Mhlawuli

Olothando Nzuzo

Mia Verwaaij

Kabo Monareng

Zoha Abbas
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000 LUSTGARTEN

Zona Ndongeni

Zimi Ntlantsana

Kaiyuran Naidoo

Ayana Gaya

Mackenzie Pretorius

Akwande Mhambi

Culo Klaas

Sapho Sangoni

Mackayla Pretorius

Emily Petyt

Luc Boonzaaier

Tarq Kriedemann-Bouwer

Peyton Botha

Sofia Kaiser

Scott Crossman

Ali Abbas
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00 HOBSON

Carter Dewing Shiba Masoga Vidya Govender Mya Mac Ewan

Akeem Ally

Jamakasjadu Booi

Luke Deas

Madison Muller

Olo Siyongwana

Gerhardus Coetzer

Liyolatha Jubase

Tannah Thomson

Lianie du Plessis

Joshua Chikosi

Caitlin de Beer

Ngcwalisa Kumbaca

Linawo Puzi

Odin Thompson

Moses King
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Lwanda Maki Ibraheem Zaman Zimi Ndongeni

00 JOHNSON

Hermione-May Moorcroft

Oliver Lowry

Iyanna Mfaka

Mabunda Mabunda

Abigail Timms

Aripo Chinyamurindi

Adam Kumm

Wona Zantsi

Rachel Swanepoel

Layla-Lee Walker

Lunje Mngoma

Micah Coutts

Khayone Sitelo

Amahle Tebe

Ngcwele Sikukula
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R HARRIS

Alexandros Ioannides

Ayakha Madikizela

Lilodwa Majikija

Oliver Ross-Goodall

Tsego Kwaza

Jeshua Arumugam

Okuhle Mkondweni

Sokhana Sitelo

Ruoxin Rao

Bailey Broughton-Clarke

Asad Zaman

Izibele Mdingi

Olivia Wardle

Qawe Nosindwa

Lutanda Kalima

Lolwethu Maki

Kylie Lategan

Gemma Hudson

Matthew Krause

Ariah-Grace Koyana
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R WILLIAMS-JONES

Zizile Mashaba

Yasheel Singh

Noah Leask

Akahlulwa Mzonke

Christopher Eberhardt

Emma Whitfield

Clara Barnard-Gouws

Mbalenhle Masika

L’Amour Mrwetyana

Renan de Lange

Alexis Forbes

Adam Crossman

Phumlani Sokudela

Emmalia Krauspe

Kaihil Naidoo

Bendalo Booi

Ashere Naku

Isiphosethu Gaula

Zach Thambiran

Lexi Van De Vyver
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PREPARATORY SCHOOL

Merrifield preppies are the heart-beat of 
our school. Here it is all about action, fun, 
growing and learning. We start in grade one 
and just love putting on a (very big) uniform 
and wearing our name badges for the first 
time. We end our prep years as young, 
confident teenagers ready to take on the 
world and wearing a uniform that is too tight 
and too short for our growing bones!

Our teachers are preparing us for a future 
which is continuously changing.  They are 
making sure that we possess the skills, 
resources and motivation, not only for life- 
long learning but more importantly for a love 
of learning. 

We are taught that communicating is key 
at this age and so we focus on our writing, 
speaking and interpersonal engagement. 
Progress in all learning areas depends 
on a sound language base and good 
communication skills. Socializing and 
interaction is, of course, an important 
element of our school day, as it encourages 
confidence and self-esteem and builds our 
circle of friends.

As we move into the Intermediate Phase, 
the teachers focus more on how to learn 
than what to learn, the skill acquisition is 
given priority whilst the content provides 
the context. We are taught to analyse and 
critically think for ourselves and question 
things about the world we live in. 

Our teachers make good use of integrating 
technology wherever they feel it will enhance 
the learning process. Our grade 5s are 

always super excited with the introduction of 
their own iPads to their learning resources. 
Plus we get to play Minecraft on them, which 
is an added bonus.  
 
Maths is a priority subject due to its 
importance in further studies. We follow 
the Singapore maths system where we use 
models to understand problem solving, as 
our teacher guides us through the concrete 
to pictorial to the abstract understanding of 
the new maths concepts.  

Our life skills explore various themes whilst 
encouraging enquiry-based learning. In 
Natural Science and Technology we follow 
a uniquely modified curriculum based on 
international standards. We are so excited 
for our new prep Science lab, where we will 
continue to learn through experimentation. 
Our strong social science offering integrates 
media information and technology as we 
learn about the wonderful world we live in, 
and share with others.

There is a full cultural programme on offer 
at our school. We enjoy drama lessons and 
there is a wide variety of musical experiences 
that we engage in every week. Marimbas 
and singing are the key focus in our music 
lessons. Art in the prep is an amazing 
experience. We are taught to use a variety 
of different mediums. We produce group and 
individual projects and have learnt so much 
about famous artists and different forms of 
art. This is a “me” time during the week, 
where we can visually express ourselves 
and interpret our ideas in any way we feel 
appropriate.    

   
In Phys-ed we have three sport specialists 
which allows the grade to be divided into 
smaller groups, where individual attention 
can be provided in learning new skills. In 
summer we focus on water activities and 
basic swim stroke correction. Through 
the winter terms the focus turns to ball 
and fitness skills. Every day the teachers 
emphasize that the way in which we 
participate and conduct ourselves on the 
sports field is far more important than the 
result itself. Sportsmanship, participation, 
exercising for enjoyment and healthy body, 
healthy mind is the message that we receive, 
daily from our sport teachers. 

Our community involvement encourages 
us to live unselfishly whilst considering 
others, to be caring and responsible. We 
follow our school ethos and develop a sound 
value system which will enable us to make 
valuable contributions to the 21st century 
world and lead to a deeper understanding of 
human needs. 

2020 and 2021 may have disrupted some of 
our time at school but that did not hold the 
teachers back from providing us with some 
very useful and interesting remote learning 
opportunities and experiences as well as 
new ways to communicate via technology. 
However, we were so lucky to only have a 
short time away from school this year, as we 
just love being together in our happy place of 
learning! – Debbie Lacey, Head of Prep
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PREP CROSS COUNTRY

Merrifield Prep School students ran a cross country race around the school’s campus on Friday, 3 September. 

RESULTS:
Boys: 
Grade 1: 1st Alyamaan Asholi, 2nd Rory Van De Vyver, 3rd Miguel Conde-Denison. 
Grade 2: 1st Abel Telahun, 2nd Cooper Goliath, 3rd Albara Asholi.
Grade 3: 1st Caleb Giese (Foundation Phase Winner), 2nd Luan Fourie and Azobear Asholi, 3rd Madison Strydom and Riley Broughton-Clarke. 
Grade 4: 1st Umar Abbas, 2nd Vince Bessler, 3rd Amila Mxenge.
Grade 5: 1st Mnqobi Dlambewu (Intermediate Phase Winner), 2nd Jack Wheatley, 3rd Oliver Hobson.
U13: 1st Adam Brown (Senior Phase Winner), 2nd Matthew Phillips, 3rd Ben King.

Girls: 
Grade 1: 1st Yamani Bikitsha, 2nd Gabriela Conde-Denison, 3rd Vivien Bessler.
Grade 2: 1st Linamandla Bikitsha, 2nd Kate Wardle, 3rd Anna Boon.
Grade 3: 1st Ava Pretorius (Foundation Phase Winner), 2nd Jessica Krause, 3rd Michaela Webb 
Grade 4: 1st Gabriella Stephen, 2nd Thayanda Makinana, 3rd Rahmah Anjum. 
Grade 5: 1st Jessica Davies (Intermediate Phase Winner), 2nd Yolula September, 3rd Kumani Sohaba. 
U13: 1st Zhiqi Chen (Senior Phase Winner), 2nd Brooklyn Cumming, 3rd Daniella Webb.  
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PREP ATHLETICS
Despite blustery and cold conditions, Merrifield Prep students enjoyed 
a successful Interhouse Athletics day on the school’s Northern Campus 
Sports Precinct and Astro on 20 October. 

Congratulations to all the winners, all who participated, and thank 
you to the staff who made the day happen. A special mention goes to 
Isobel Louw who retires at the end of 2021, and a massive thank you 
to her for her many years of service to Merrifield athletics. 

RESULTS: 
Boys 7 winner: Alyamaan Asholi
Boys 7 runner up: Miguel Conde-Denison
Girls 7 winner: Skyla Holmes
Girls 7 runner up: Hadassah-Rose King
Boys 8 winner: Rory van der Vyfer
Boys 8 runner up: Andrew Rich
Girls 8 winner: Yoliswa Poswa
Girls 8 runner up: Zinathi Rwicila
Boys 9 winner: Caleb Giese
Boys 9 runner up: Azobear Asholi
Girls 9 winner: Michaela Webb
Girls 9 runner up: Amahle Ndzimela
Boys 10 winner: Mange Shweni
Boys 10 runner up: Umar Abbas

Girls 10 winner: Gabriella Stephen
Girls 10 runner up: Thayanda Makinana
Boys 11 winner: Mnqobi Dlambewu
Boys 11 runner up: Likhusele Nogaga
Girls 11 winner: Jessica Davies
Girls 11 runner up: Yolula September
Boys 12 winner: Adam Brown
Boys 12 runner up: Matthew Phillips
Girls 12 winner: Ambesa Jacob
Girls 12 runner up: Zhiqi Chen
Boys 13 winner: Qhawe Madikizela
Boys 13 runner up: Linamandla Sirhamza
Girls 13 winner: Tiara Keen
Girls 13 runner up: Daniella Webb
Boys 14 winner: Gugu Mxenge
Boys 14 runner up: Ngqwala Pasiya
Girls 14 winner: Tess Waterson
Girls 14 runner up: Hlulani Maluleke

Best Foundation phase boy athlete: Caleb Giese
Best Foundation phase girl athlete: Michaela Webb
Victor Ludorum:    Qhawe Madikizela  
Victrix Ludorum:   Tiara Keen
House points: Aquila: 184 vs Orion: 246
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1 H

Zidaan Hassim Vivien Bessler Cassia Schlimper

Liam Allard

Yamani Bikitsha

Olivia Lustgarten

Lidwala Sirhamza

Zack Thesen

Emma Swanepoel

Rebecca-Ann Walker

Hadassah-Rose King

Ella Ioannides

Charis Mosehana

Elam Tebe

Helene Toenjies

Kuhle Ntlantsana

Olivia Verwaaij

Ahmad Zaman

Oliver de Beer

Alyamaan Asholi

Lunathi Makubalo

Limile Mahlakata

Miguel Conde-Denison
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1 S

Rory van der Vyver Kungawo Manda Zara Naidoo

Olivia Jeacocks

Longezo Ndwandwa

Kate Tessendorf

Munenyasha Mushohwe

Skyla Holmes

Anopa-ishe Muzonzini

Laila Johnson

Salizwa Sangqu

Siena Ferrucci

Mhlave Mabunda

Konke-Okuhle Ngxola

Lulo Ndongeni

Logan Thompson

Thato Kwaza

Gabriela Conde-Denison

Joshua Edwards

Lea Dalgleish

Harley Sutherland

Zhongnan Rao

Ava Ioannides
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2 R

Lohlala Matanga Issa Banti

Zizi  Bidla Hashir Imtiaz Pieter Kegreiss Niklas Bullinger

Siyazingca Makatala

James Kumm

Abel Telahun

Kate Wardle

Sinewonga Matandabuzo

Ntswadi Masoga

Yolisa Poswa

Kayla Heiberg

Khazimla Maqula

Cooper Goliath

Albara Asholi

Lwandle Tuswa

Noah Jagers

Anda Platyi

Bupe Kalima
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2 L

Thachen Munusamy Ngcwaliso Dunjwa

Anochengeta Chinyamurindi Shriya Govender Qhawelethu Dambuza Zoe Billie

Anna Boon

Stella Fourie

Riya Mahomed

Izabella Boonzaaier

Siwonge Piliso

Andrew Rich

Ritvick Ramdhayal

Linamandla Bikitsha

Liam Springfield

Zinathi Rwicila

Zachary Basson

Connor Leask

Chael de Lange

Ezra Govender

John Caldwell
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3 V

Oahile Moleko Elomso Dodi Ukhona Mlungwana

Riley Johnson

Amahle Ndzimela

Kiashna Singh

Hope Da Silva

Thahla Makasi

Xylie Tarr

Ava Dalgleish

Lizalise Adonis

Kwandisiwe Mxunyelwa

Asonwabise Peter

Luan Fourie

Bunathi Tyiwani

Jonathan Mosehana

Azobear Asholi

Luhlumile Ndwandwa

Lumi Ndongeni

Julia Toenjes

Yusha Peer

Jessica Krause

Jessica Murphy
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Imincile Ndubane Bulungisabakhe Wonder Billie

Madison Strydom

Kwanda Mxunyelwa

Inathi Mkondweni

Caleb Giese

Vincent Weppelman

Lisakanya Zantsi

Avuyile Lusawana

Alwaba Qhomfo

Ava Pretorius

Michaela Webb

Riley Basson

Diego Dibela

Paige Holmes

Larissa Govender

Omeleza Balfour

Usenathi Sakhela

Ethan Evans

Riley Broughton-Clarke

Thanisha Karthikeyan

Mila Porteus

This page is sponsored by The Giese Family    |
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4 C

Oliver Quenet India-Bella Schlimper Leonie Buettner

Yeshveer Mahabir

Ethan Sergel

Shengzhe Hu

Snalo Kunju

Amila Mxenge

Taylor Crawford

Vince Bessler

Sinokuhle Sibisi

Emma Fray

Dimpho Kabeli

Athenkosi Tuswa

Mahle Mafani

Amy Thomson

Imbalentle Matiso

Libhongo Madolo

Nuraan Scott

Vida Mbewana

Khulisa Booi

Luyolo Jubase

Rahmah Anjum
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Trishul Vallabh Umar Abbas Zivelile Mashaba Zoey Thesen

Adam Springfield

Grace Kingwill

Katelyn van den Berg

Matthew Maree

Alexa Talbot

Hannah-May Crossman

Khumo Manamela

Max Wilde

Darshan Naidoo

Hlubi Futwa

Lwanda Dyantyi

Mila Dlambewu

Emihle Sokudela

Ibongwe Ngamlana

Mahle Ntsebeza

Nicolaas Naude

Gabriella Stephen

Joshua Crawford

Mange Shweni

Thayanda Makinana
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5 J

Uvesh Govender

Jessica Davies

Simange Piliso

Mivuyo September

Tristan Muller

Vela Mntonintshi

Georgia Kingwill

Sibongile Mfabe

Elethu Mkondweni

Nathan Glasby

Ryan Heiberg

Zubenathi Mkumla

Ambisiwe Ndzimela

Kumani Sohaba

Senay Telehun

Mahle Madasi

Reece Snyman

Rofhiwa Mosehana

Mnqobi Dlambewu

Rorisang Moleko
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5 N

Mayibongwe Pasiya

Niccolo Beltrame

Athenkosi Tungata

Azara Posner-Shaw

Onesimo Fodo

Jack Wheatley

Azasakhe Peter

Luphawu Ncoyini

Nirvaan Naidoo

Ntandoyenkosi Zwane

Zhiqi Chen

Tristan Buss

Kieran Pillay

Inam Titus

Andrew Sonqishe

Sibahle Nodada

Hlelo Gcanga

Nhalo Nogela

Oliver Hobson

Likhusele Nogaga



9 0

6 D

Shafin Siraj Maham Imtiaz Tayla Woodbridge

Joshua Talbot

Ambesa Jacob

Teia van Rensburg

Imange Matandabuzo

Iminathi Masoga

Somila Dyantyi

Oluwatayo Oni

Benjamin King

Rebekah du Preez

Esihle Ncwana

Jorja Linke

Matthew Phillips

Abakhe Ngamlana

Daniel Trow

Linamandla Sirhamza

Sophia Schlimper

Muhammad Peer

Marie-Cathrin Werling

Brooklyn Cumming

Tanishka Williams



9 1

6 W

Olwenene Qhomfo Emily Kieck Atini Sotomela Banzi Mathula

Tiara Keen

Thuse-Omhle Ntsebeza

Emma Bezuidenhout

Borys Karbowy

Adam Brown

Colby Braun

Soyama Plaatjie

Hlonela Mrwetyana

Cora Tarr

Heath Vallance

Ophola Tebe

Mila Jadezweni

Emily Evers

Keegan Hempel

Zainab Kahloon

Amina Sany

Mariska Govender

Milani Dyantyi

Malachi Wolmarans

Olwake Ncoyini



9 2

7 B

Zara Abbas Ella Jardine

Unakho Qinela Jessica Maree Tiago Williams Hlulani Maluleke

Kwanda Sinyanya

Zizo Shenxane

Mbasa Ngqeleni

Sammy-Skye Birkhead-Uys

Aerin du Preez

Ngcali Peter

Keaton Ott

Damian Pillay

Pontle Hogana

Daniella Webb

Mila Ferrucci

Galeboe Jujuju

Avuzwa Cekiso

Muhammad Bacus

Alupeli Dyantyi



9 3

7 C

Okuhle Nwelende Rebecca Ellis Sara Bartholme

Qhawe Madikizela Ashiq Abraham Neil Evans Genevieve Quenet

Lilanga Mboniswa

Tess Waterson

ZhiHeng Chen

Kwezi Sikwebu

Thando Marafane

Asisipho Lusawana

Emma Neethling

Marley Johnston

Lungathi Maki

Ngqwala Pasiya

Chloe Moolman

Jialu Gao

Ziyabukwa Mazizi

Gugu Mxenge

Linamandla Mafuya



9 4

COLLEGE

I am a Merrifield College student.

I question and argue, listening to and learning from diverse perspectives.

I enjoy competition and celebrate successes, even when they are not my own.

I have hopes and dreams for the future. I am finding out how to achieve my goals and pursue my passions.

I engage with the world around me, speaking up for others. I aim to be kind and generous, and an agent of positive change in our community. 
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9 8

8 B

Sisipho Nyameka Tariro Chinamasa

Alex Raath

Daniel Coba

Hannah Evers

Kisharna Williams

Ande Jayiya

Daniel Stead

Igor Karbowy

Lifulemvula Manda

Ashton Bosse

Emerson Nel

Iphendule Caza

Lolwethu Mtyobele

Brad Blom

Eyovuyo Nyangintaka

Isabel Noble

Sarah Butcher

Cami de Villiers

Grace Whiteley

Jayden Heiberg

Isiphile Sidukwana



9 9

8 F

Neo Jordaan Noah Honey Slayde Herman Unako Hiba

Alison Wheatley

Ciara Hart

Holly Webb

Amahle Lusawana

Ciara Kemp

Likhona Mangcotywa

Anke Louw

Danah Pretorius

Mia Mindermann

Cade Staffen

Daniel Burger

Mikael Isaacs

Casper Klook

Danielle Preston

Montso Kabeli



1 0 0

8 N

Blake Brown Yonwaba Nogcinisa

Philelinkosi Tshefu Reece Powell Tenique Pillay Thomas Walker

Alex Viljoen

Iminam Velaphi

Lily Bowen

Asiphesona Nkala

Iviwe Kuhlane

Lulo Nogaga

Christopher Eva

Keryn Marais

Lwandisiwe Zondani

David Emslie

Kirsty Olivier

Lwando Kunju

Hlombe Malusi

Leilah Du Plessis

Madison Goliath



1 0 1

9 C

Usithi Nogela Zizikazi Bidla

Sivuyise Sihlahla Siyolise Sishuba Sophie Phillips Tashmeera Jose

Alexis Beau

Georgina Waechter

Martin Kandikore

Azuzile Mbandazayo

Inathinkosi Mtyobele

Rachel Phillips

Babalo Mrwetyana

Kelly Sparg

Shane Minty

Calvin Richardson

Kristen Cumming

Shannon Rose

Eva Lessing

Luhle Nqabeni

Sherwyn (Liam) Moonsamy



1 0 2

9 JVR

Uzulakhe Funani Sinomtha Gongxeka

Okuhle Mangcotywa Paige Collins Shaelyn Hartley Shaun Barnard

Alexa Potgieter

Ciara Bedser

Inam Ndaba

Alizwa Mntonintshi

Courtney Linke

Kyan Lugg

Alulutho Mvumvu

Erin Murphy

Lebaka Macanda

Anna-Christina Kuchler

Ethan Rose

Lukho Nqola

Ayola Qinela

Grace Rance

Mthawelanga Mboniswa



1 0 3

9 P

Tinotenda Sebata Zama Bara Zenande Shenxane

Alexis Lessing

Camagu Zwane

Kirsten Gibson

Mdanda Pasiya

Alicia Sonqishe

Eleni Pape

Lienka Evans

Muhammad Bacus

Allyssa Joseph

Iva Beja

Lufefe Mafani

Muhammad Peer

Andrew de Smidt

Kate Sadie

Luke Klinkradt

Peyton Luyt

Benjamin Grobbelaar

Kelly Perks

Lumikuthi Tomeli

Sibabalwe Mni



1 0 4

10 EB

Tim Klook Yash Vallabh

Akiera Govender

Ethan Gittings

Jodi Nel

Andrew Petzer

Gemma Kieck

Lara Noble

Austin Burmeister

Gia Ferrucci

Lilitha Madikizela

Ayanda Mtiya

Jayda Vries

Matt Wilson

Ethan Epstein-Kay

Jenna Wheatley

Michann Eva

Muhammad Limbada Nathan Sparg Paula Acker Tannah Whiteley Teneal Grundlingh



1 0 5

10 G

Nathan Walker Lilly Winstanley Anthony van Harmelen

Chloe Buss

Amele Majiza

Tiri Nhawu

Amani Sohaba

David Hall

Matthew Malan

Ayanda Nleya

Ian Strauss

Jack Hayman

Alyssa Miles

Tyson Ott

Gabriella Theron

Michaela Joubert

Milisa Baleni

Emihle Rayi

Hannah Van Kets

Ryan Krummeck

Rico Moolman

Hannah Richardson

Daniel Van Rensburg



1 0 6

10 W

Sarah van der Walt Bryce Buret

Luka Bam

Abigail Connock

Undi Kahla

Connor Preston

Andrew Barnard

Buhle Daniel

Tintswalo Matumba

Cara Reynders

Lucia Beltrame

Anna Ford

Masande Mdlankomo

Muskan Sany

Milisa Booi

Aviwe Jadezweni

Samantha Mouton

Sarah Schewitz

Noah Ciganek

Ezra Jung

Trent Pillay

Craig Wilson



1 0 7

11 P

Stefania Anagnostakis

Priven Govender

Jorja-Lee Bind

Keagan Haynes

Skye Bosazza

Stephanie Jeacocks

Gemma Braun

Joanne Joseph

Hannah Ellis

Dylan Kurten

Bristin Liebold Manyano-Ngamandla Malusi Siyavuya Manyonga Mbutokazi Mavuso

Nathan Muzorewa

Leah Ramsay

Trishara Naidoo

Harshul Ranchhod

Mthokozisi Nzuza

Baphiwe Ruda

Qiqa Penxa

Karl Walker

Devina Pillay

Ntokomalo Zwane



1 0 8

Migcobo MalusiCorbin de Villiers Kubechosi Mazizi

Absent: 

Akhil Abraham

11 T

Pablo Battiss

Liora Jardine

Lithemba Nabo

Gizelle Swanepoel

Oliver Benn

Kyra Kockjeu

Hayden Naina

Amy Swart

Sophia Denison-Brown

Yanda Mtiya

Lisakhanya Nqabeni

Megan Waechter

Byron Emslie

Adam Murray

Emily Puttergill

Inga Wait

Jenna Hiscock

Harriet Muwonge

LiMing Rao

Abonga Xundu



1 0 9

11 VH

Tye Benge

Marie Dörfler

Sarah-Jane Marais

Kamsiyo Ogbonna

Jeshin Seeraj

Luca Bok

Daniel Emslie

Esihle Mazule

Tayla Pachonick

Fynn Tritschler

Lara Bruce

Matthew Ham

Lathitha Mkula

Samuel Perks

Joshua Weldon

Jasmyn Burmeister

Sebastian Harris

Nishreya Naidoo

Zoe Puttergill

Adriel Wolmarans

Inathi Carlson

Liam Hart

Saisha Naidoo

Robert Raats

Amy Stone



1 1 0

12

Emily Acker Khanyisile Ntswahlana

Yusuf PeerThomas Rautenbach

Remember that happiness 
is a way of travel, not a 

destination. 

Yearbook quote. 

Ongeziwe Gobongwana

Loyalty over vanity and envy. 

Tia Hart

A friend loves at all times. 

Reilly Maré

I started high school with 
straight As, now I’m not even 

straight. 

Zoë-Jade Flanegan

If idiots could fly, this place 
would be an airport. 

James Ford

When life shuts a door... 
open it again. It’s a door. 

That’s how they work. 

Lea Heyns

I never thought I’d get to 
Matric, but as Michael 

Scott so wisely one said, 
“Well, well, well... how the 

turntables.” 

What do you call someone 
without a beard? A woman. 

Gillian Burger

No matter what, you keep 
finding something to fight 

for. 

Unakho Koneti

Life is a matter of 
perception. Everything is 
a riddle. You can simplify 

riddles only if you can 
diversify your thoughts.

Jody Harvey

If high school taught me one 
thing, it’s that often in life we 
have to what we have to do, 
so that one day we can do 

what we want to do. 

Danielle Bolarinwa

‘Seek the Kingdom of God above all 

else, and live righteously, and he will 

give you everything you need.’ (Matthew 

6:33). I think that what attributes to your 

predetermined God-promised success 

in life is how close God is to being in the 

centre of your everyday living. 

Ntando Matshoba

And it is impossible to please 
God without faith. Anyone 
who wants to come to him 

must believe that God exists 
and that he rewards those 
who sincerely seek him. 

(Hebrews 11:6) 

Fathima Moola

I hate being late but I’m so 
good at it. 

Nah. Rosa Parks.
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Bradley Wicks Jacob WebbLuke TaylorZoë Steyn

The best things in life are 
not things.

FSOFO (Full Send Or Fall 
Over).

If you don’t like me search 
Oscar Sylvester Stallone on 
YouTube, click on the movie 

and go to the time 22:50

‘May the dreams of your 
past be the reality of your 

future.’- Jimi Hendrix

Ngcali Jafta Oliver Jonas Adrian Mills Scott Schwedhelm

Be scared. We don’t grow 
when we stay inside our 

comfort zone.

The early bird gets the 
worm, but the second mouse 

gets the cheese.

Education is important but 
big biceps are importanter.

Scott has 40 candy bars, he 
eats 30, what does he have 
now? Scott has diabetes.

Lauren StoneLiyabona Fuku Jenna Gouws Shalomn Guseni

Black girl magic, y’all can’t 
stand it!

Whatever you decide to do, 
make sure it makes you 

happy. 

I’ve blessed you with my 
presence, you’re welcome. 

I’m not crazy. My reality is 
just different from yours. 

No Fear. Just Faith. Life is short, but I’m shorter. Always try your best. Give me coffee for the things 
that I can change and tequila 

for those I can’t. 

Noel Bendisch Kirsti-Ann BurmeisterLisa van der Heide Pooja Vijay
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Kathryn Connock

To the people that look at 
stars and wish. To the stars 
that listen, and the dreams 

that are answered.

Isabella Da Silva

Sometimes you just gotta 
Macarena your way through 

the anxiety. 

Ben Viljoen David Weber

They say you are what you 
eat, but I don’t remember 

eating a goat. 

Don’t worry, be happy. 
(Bobby McFerrin) 

Mitha Somana Timothy van Harmelen

The Office, season 7, 
episode 19 minute 14:45. 

Don’t be sorry. Be better. 

Inga Ntengenyane

Never be afraid to trust an 
unknown future to a known 

God. Ubomi abumanga: 
live and trust the process 
but don’t avoid the work. 

Philippians 4:5-6

Pippa Sparg Michael Tasker

No excuses. No regrets. Don’t judge a book by its 
cover. Don’t judge a student 

by his percentage. 

Afikile Nelana Ross Slater

Recognise the beauty in your 
authentic self.

A kidney is like a filter for 
your blood.

Nazi Mkumla

uLife utricky njengemaze 
(Life is tricky like a maze), 

but it’s all part of the 
process. You just have to 
ignite the goat in you and 

just do you booboo.

Langelihle Nobatana

Limited edition, not too many 
edits like me.

Joshua Weppelman

The best way to predict your 
future is to create it. 

Asande Mkhize

Don’t worry. The best is yet 
to come for you.

Tia Mostert

Everything in life is 
temporary.

Mashudu Moyo

Life is not about ubomi, 
sleep is not about ukulala 
and school is not about 

isikolo.
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Andreas Ionnides Diego Blignaut Sibongisipho Mtshakazi

School isn’t that bad if 
you’ve got a meal for each 

lesson

You have to shine so bright 
out there so they can’t deny 

you (Blanca Evangelista)

Lukhanyo Sihlahla Madison-Schae Summers Unam Tebe Phuhla Tywakadi

Well I don’t mind a 
masterpiece but I’d currently 

rather master peace.

After years of being in this 
prison, I still don’t know how 

to do my taxes, but thank 
God I know how to solve 

for X. 

The Nicki Minaj in a school 
of Cardi Bs. 

Lhea Johnston Bathenkosi Mbethe Azile Nelana

I’m actually not funny. I’m 
really mean and people think 

I’m joking. 

Corbyn Keen

If it is easy, you aren’t 
working hard enough. 

Apho ndiya khona 
ndiyangaphambili naphezulu. 

(I am moving forward and 
upwards). 

Know the rules well so you 
can break them effectively 

(Dalai Lama). 

Caden Hanger

If you make your own 
standards for yourself, 

you will always be able to 
achieve them. 

Matthew van Harmelen

Fluorine Uranium Carbon 
Potassium Bismuth 

Technetium Helium Sulfur 
Germanium Thulium Oxygen 

Neon Yttrium.

Keelan Hartley

Tough times never last, only 
tough people last. 

Neve Hayman

It’s easier to ask for 
forgiveness than for 

permission. 

Hlomla Henna

You miss 100% of the shots 
you don’t take. 
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